Data Supplement 1: Studies Excluded from Meta-Analysis
	Study
	Reason(s) for exclusion

	Aardal-Eriksson et al. (1999)
	No PTSD diagnosis, no NTC

	Aardal-Eriksson et al. (2001)
	No PTSD diagnosis , no NTC

	Bachmann et al. (2005)
	No NTC

	Badke et al. (2009)
	No PTSD diagnosis , no NTC

	Bakvis et al. (2010)
	No NTC

	Bauer et al. (1994)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Benight et al. (1997)
	No NTC

	Bertoli et al. (2007)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Bevans et al. (2009)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Bloch et al. (2007)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Bonne et al. (2003)
	No NTC

	Boscarino (2008)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Brady et al. (2006)
	Psychosocial stressor

	Brand et al. (2010)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Bremner et al. (2007)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Bremner, Vythilingam, Anderson et al. (2003)
	Article retracted

	Bremner, Vythilingam, Vermetten et al. (2003)
	Psychosocial stressor

	Carrion et al. (2002)
	Combined Depressive Disorder NOS and MDD

	Carpenter et al. (2011)
	Psychosocial stressor

	Carrion et al. (2007)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Carrion, Weems, Richert, Hoffman & Reiss (2010)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Cicchetti et al. (2010)
	No PTSD assessment, MDD symptoms only

	Cieslak et al. (2011)
	No PTSD or MDD assessment

	De Kloet, Vermetten, Bikker et al. (2007)
	Same sample as De Kloet, Vermetten, Heijnen et al. (2007)

	De Kloet, Vermetten, Lentjes et al. (2008)
	DEX/CRH test, No NTC

	Delahanty et al. (2000)
	No NTC

	Delahanty et al. (2003)
	No NTC

	Delahanty et al. (2004)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Delahanty et al. (2005)
	No NTC

	DeSantis et al. (2011)
	Psychosocial stressor, CRH challenge

	Dikanovic et al. (2010)
	Did not assess MDD

	Eckart et al. (2009)
	No NTC

	Ehring et al. (2008)
	No NTC

	Elzinga et al. (2008)
	Psychosocial stressor

	Faravelli et al. (2010)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Flesher et al. (2001)
	No NTC

	Flory et al. (2009)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD; No NTC

	Freidenberg et al. (2010)
	No NTC

	Friedman et al. (2007)
	No NTC

	Fukuda et al. (2000)
	No PTSD diagnosis; No NTC

	Ganzel et al. (2007)
	No NTC

	Garcia-Linares et al. (2004)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Gerardi et al. (2010)
	No NTC

	Gill et al. (2008)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Glover & Poland (2002)
	PTSD diagnosis and symptoms groups combined

	Glover et al. (2006)
	Self-report measure PTSD; did not assess MDD

	Goenjian et al. (1996)
	No NTC

	Goenjian et al. (2003)
	No NTC

	Golier, Legge, & Yehuda (2006)
	Measured ACTH but not cortisol

	Golier, Schmeidler, & Yehuda (2009)
	Metyrapone challenge

	Gotovac et al. (2003), (2010)
	No MDD diagnosis

	Grossman et al. (2003)
	No NTC

	Gustafsson et al. (2010)
	No NTC; No PTSD diagnosis
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	Hart et al. (1996)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Hauer et al. (2009)
	No NTC

	Hawk et al. (2000)
	PTSD diagnosis and symptoms groups combined

	Heim et al. (1998)
	No NTC; No MDD diagnosis

	Heim et al. (2000)
	Psychosocial stressor

	Heim et al. (2001)
	CRH and ACTH challenge

	Heim et al. (2008)
	DEX/CRH challenge

	Heim et al. (2009)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Heitkemper et al. (2001)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Hockings et al. (1993)
	Naloxone challenge

	Inslicht et al. (2011)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Irish et al. (2011)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Johnson et al. (2008)
	No NTC

	Jovanovic et al. (2010)
	No NTC

	Juruena et al. (2006)
	No PTSD assessment

	Kanter et al. (2001)
	Metyrapone challenge

	Kellner et al. (2000)
	No NTC

	Kellner, Baker, et al. (2002)
	Spironolactone challenge

	Kellner, Yehuda, et al. (2002)
	No NTC

	Kellner et al. (2004)
	Metyrapone challenge

	Kellner et al. (2010)
	No NTC

	Kertes et al. (2008)
	No PTSD assessment; No MDD diagnosis

	King et al. (2001)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	King et al. (2009)
	No NTC

	Kolassa et al. (2007)
	No NTC

	Kudler et al. (1987)
	No NTC

	Lange et al. (2005)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Lauc et al. (2004)
	No NTC

	Laudenslager et al. (1998)
	No NTC

	Laudenslager et al. (2009)
	Assessed lifetime PTSD; No MDD assessment

	Lemieux & Coe (1995)
	No MDD assessment

	Lemieux et al. (2008)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Liberzon et al. (1999)
	Psychosocial stressor

	Liberzon et al. (2007)
	No MDD assessment

	Lindauer et al. (2006)
	No NTC

	Lindley et al. (2004)
	No NTC

	Lopes et al. (2011)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Luecken et al. (2004)
	No NTC

	MacMillan et al. (2009)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Maria et al.(2010)
	Psychosocial stressor, CRH challenge

	Marshall et al. (2002)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Mason et al. (1986)
	No NTC

	Mason et al. (1988)
	No NTC

	Mason et al. (2001)
	No NTC

	Mason et al. (2002)
	No NTC

	McFarlane et al. (2011)
	No MDD assessment

	Meinlschmidt & Heim (2005)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Metzger et al. (2008)
	No NTC

	Muthz et al. (2008)
	DEX/CRH challenge

	Muhtz et al. (2011)
	No MDD assessment

	Newport et al. (2003)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Neylan et al. (2005)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Nicolson et al. (2010)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Nowotny et al. (2010)
	No NTC
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	Nugent et al. (2006)
	No PTSD diagnosis; No NTC

	Nugent et al. (2007)
	No PTSD diagnosis; No NTC

	Olff et al. (2006)
	No NTC

	Oquendo et al. (2003)
	Fenfluramine challenge

	Ostrowski et al. (2007)
	No PTSD diagnosis; no NTC

	Otte et al. (2005)
	Psychosocial stressor

	Otte et al. (2006)
	Metyrapone challenge

	Otte et al. (2007)
	Metyrapone challenge

	Otte, Lenoci, et al. (2005)
	Statistics not reported for post-DST and 24 hr urinary cortisol for PTSD and PTSD+MDD groups separately

	Pfeffer et al. (2009)
	No NTC; Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Pico-Alfonso et al. (2004)
	No NTC; No MDD diagnosis

	Pierrehumbert et al. (2010)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Pitman & Orr (1990)
	No MDD diagnosis

	Regehr et al. (2007)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Resnick et al. (1995)
	No NTC

	Rinne et al. (2002)
	DEX/CRH challenge

	Rinne et al. (2003)
	DEX/CRH challenge

	Roelofs et al. (2009)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Roth et al. (2006)
	No NTC

	Rotton et al. (1997)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Roy (2002)
	No NTC

	Saltzmann et al. (2005)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Santa Ana et al. (2006)
	Psychosocial stressor

	Schechter et al. (2004)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Seng et al. (2005)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Shalev et al. (2008)
	No NTC

	Shea et al. (2007)
	No MDD diagnosis

	Sher et al. (2004)
	Fenfluramine challenge

	Sivik et al. (1997)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Smeets et al. (2007)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Smyth et al. (2008)
	No NTC

	Sondergaard & Theorell (2003)
	No NTC

	Sondergaard et al. (2004)
	No NTC

	Song et al. (2008)
	No MDD diagnosis

	Southwick et al. (2003)
	No NTC

	Spivak et al. (1997)
	Data used from Spivak et al. (2003)

	Stoppelbein et al. (2010)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Strohle et al. (2008)
	DEX/CRH challenge

	Su et al. (2009)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Suglia et al. (2010)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Taylor et al. (2009)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Thaller et al. (2003)
	No NTC

	Trickett et al. (2010)
	No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Tyrka et al. (2008)
	DEX/CRH challenge

	van der Hal-Van Raalte et al. (2008)
	No NTC

	Van Zuiden et al. (2011)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Videlock et al. (2010)
	Sigmoidoscopy procedure

	Vidovic et al. (2011)
	No MDD diganosis

	Vigil et al. (2010)
	No NTC; No PTSD or MDD diagnosis

	Violanti et al. (2007)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Von Kanel et al. (2010)
	No NTC

	Vythilingam et al. (2010)
	Statistics not reported for post-DST and 24 hr urinary cortisol for PTSD and PTSD+MDD groups separately
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	Wang et al. (1997)
	No NTC

	Wang et al. (2010)
	No NTC; No MDD diagnosis

	Watts & Groft (2010)
	NO NTC

	Weems & Carrion (2007)
	No NTC; No PTSD diagnosis

	Weems & Carrion (2009)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Wheler et al. (2006)
	No MDD diagnosis

	Wingenfeld Lange, et al. (2007)
	No NTC

	Wingenfeld, Driessen, et al. (2007)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Wingenfeld, Hill, et al. (2007)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Witteveen et al. (2010)
	No PTSD diagnosis

	Yehuda et al. (1991)
	Statistics not reported for control group, not provided by authors upon request

	Yehuda et al. (1996)
	Statistics not reported or provided upon request

	Yehuda et al. (1998)
	Statistics not reported or provided upon request

	Yehuda, Bierer, Andrew et al. (2009)
	No NTC; PTSD and PTSD+MDD not separated

	Yehuda, Bierer, Sarapas et al. (2009)
	No NTC

	Yehuda, Bierer, Schmeidler et al. (2000)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Yehuda, Blair et al. (2007)
	No PTSD among offspring

	Yehuda, Boisoneau, et al. (1993)
	No NTC

	Yehuda, Brand, et al. (2006)
	No NTC

	Yehuda, Brand & Yang (2006)
	No cortisol

	Yehuda, Cai, Golier, et al. (2009)
	No NTC

	Yehuda, Engel, et al. (2005)
	No NTC

	Yehuda, Golier, & Kaufman (2005)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Yehuda, Golier, Halligan, Meaney, & Bierer (2004)
	Data used from Yehuda et al. (2002)

	Yehuda, Golier, Harvey, et al. (2005)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Yehuda, Golier, Tischler et al. (2007)
	No NTC

	Yehuda, Halligan, & Bierer (2002)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Yehuda, Halligan, & Grossman (2001)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Yehuda, Halligan, Golier, et al. (2004)
	Statistics not reported separately for TE and NTC, nor provided upon request

	Yehuda, Harvey et al. (2007)
	No NTC

	Yehuda, Morris et al. (2007)
	No NTC

	Yehuda, Resnick, et al. (1998)
	No NTC

	Yehuda, Tischler et al. (2006)
	No cortisol

	Yehuda, Yang, et al. (2006)
	No NTC

	Young & Breslau (2004a)
	Lifetime PTSD diagnosis used

	Young & Breslau (2004b)
	Lifetime PTSD diagnosis used

	Young (2010)
	Did not separate PTSD and PTSD+MDD

	Young et al. (2004)
	Lifetime PTSD diagnosis used



