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Objectives

This report describes the
sociodemographics, household
characteristics, and health of women
according to workforce status and job
conditions. The report also presents
data on men for comparison.

Methods

This report combines data from
numerous data systems, including: The
National Health Interview Survey,
National Health and Nutrition
Examination Survey, National Maternal
and Infant Health Survey, National
Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care
Survey, National Traumatic
Occupational Fatalities Surveillance
System, and the National Occupational
Mortality Surveillance System, which
are conducted by the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services; the
Census of Fatal Occupational Injuries
and Annual Survey of Occupational
Injuries and llinesses conducted by the
U.S. Department of Labor; and the
Current Population Survey conducted
by the U.S. Department of Commerce.
The report also presents selected
tables from publications of the Women'’s
Bureau and the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor.

Results

The report presents summary data
on physical conditions and exposures,
health conditions attributed to work,
other health conditions that impact on
work, health promotion in the
workplace, and health-related benefits
provided by employers. Most estimates
are shown according to sex, age, race,
ethnicity, educational attainment, and
major occupational group.

Keywords: women « work « health «
health promotion « injuries

Women: Work and Health

by Diane K. Wagener, National Center for Health Statistics; Jane
Walstedt, Women'’s Bureau, U.S. Department of Labor; and Lynn
Jenkins, Carol Burnett, Nina Lalich, and Marilyn Fingerhut, National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health

group. Educational attainment is used in
this report as an indicator of
socioeconomic status.

The evaluation of work and health,
regardless of gender, is not
straightforward. The observation that the
health of the currently employed differs
from that of the unemployed or the
health of workers in one occupational
group differs from that of another does
not necessarily indicate a direct effect of
work on health. In general, currently

Introduction

o state that today more women
T are in the labor force than ever

before simplifies a remarkable
social transition that has taken place
among American women. Since 1950
the labor force participation rate has
increased 173 percent, so that today
more than one-half of adult women
work. During that period, women as a
proportion of the labor force have employed are healthier than either
doubled from 1 in 4 to nearly one-half ~ unemployed or individuals not in the
of today’s workers. This report describes 1abor force. This may be due in part to
the sociodemographics, household self-selection factors, known as the
characteristics, and health of women  'healthy worker effect.” Further,
according to workforce status and job ~ intervening variables, such as the
conditions. The report also presents data availability and coverage of health

on men for comparison. Where possible, insurance as it relates to employment,
data are presented for the period affect the health status of the individual.

1980-94. The comparison of health by gender and
Other reports that focus on working work status is further complicated by
women have characterized the changes differences in the social roles and
in the sociodemographics and jobs of expectations of women and men, which
women (1-3). However, these reports ~ Vary over time within and between
have not combined these data with cultures (5). These social roles and
information on the health status of expectations affect health, in part, by
women according to work status and influencing health-related behaviors and
present the findings with comparable affecting access to and utilization of
data for men. Anothevital and Health health services. In this report simple
Statisticsreport on “Health Conditions ~ comparisons are presented that provide
Among the Currently Employed: United the reader with descriptive information
States 1988” (4) presented information ~ ©f population work-related groups. The
by sex of various work conditions and ~ "eport does not attempt to attribute
health conditions attributed to work, but causal relationships. Further studies are
did not compare men and women within required to evaluate causal relationships.
socioeconomic groups. This report, The report consists of six chapters
where possible, presents data for womenand three appendixes. First,
and men, according to work status, by ~demographic, socioeconomic, and
age, race, ethnicity, educational household characteristics of women and

Page 1
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force status. These characteristics
include age, race, ethnicity, educational
attainment, weekly earnings, family

Departments of Health and Human
Services, Labor, and Commerce. The
data include previously published

income, marital status, pregnancy, age ofinformation and newly analyzed results.

youngest children, and presence of a
disabled person in the home. In the
second chapter, the jobs, full- or
part-time status, reported exposure to
substances or radiation, risky work
activities, and availability and use of
protective gear are presented. The third
chapter describes the health conditions
attributed to work. This chapter includes
information on occupational injuries and
illnesses involving days away from
work, traumatic occupational fatalities,
mortality experience from other selected
conditions, back pain attributed to work
accidents or activities, and dermatitis
attributed to chemicals or other
substances at work. The fourth chapter
contains information on other health
conditions that, although not necessarily
attributed to work, may impact on the
ability to work effectively. This chapter
contains information on general health

An attempt is made to present the data

population since 1950ble 1),
accounting for approximately 52 percent
of this population in every year. During
this period, a rapidly increasing
proportion of women have joined the

for each gender in a standardized format labor force (i.e., the labor force

according to age, race, ethnicity,
educational attainment, and major
occupational classification. Information
from previously published reports was
generally not available for all
socioeconomic characteristics. When
available, relative standard errors of the
estimates are indicated. The methods
used to compute the relative standard
errors are discussed appendix Il

When available the number of persons
interviewed are given according to
socioeconomic characteristics.
Definitions of certain terms used in this
report are given irappendix IIl

Chapter 1
Women and

status, absence and lost work time, hand\\NJorkforce Status

discomfort and other selected health
conditions. In the fifth chapter, the
issues of health promotion in the
workplace and knowledge of health risk
factors or behaviors among the
employed and those not in the labor
force are explored. Such health
promotion activities and programs
include restriction of smoking, provision
of exercise facilities, and the availability
of numerous health promotion activities.
Also, knowledge of cardiovascular risk
factors and participation in cancer
screening tests or cardiovascular

n this chapter, demographic,

socioeconomic and household

characteristics of women and men
are examined according to workforce
status.

Sources of Data

The Current Population Survey of
the U.S. Bureau of the Census, U.S.
Department of Commerce, is used
extensively by the Bureau of Labor

screening tests are assessed. Finally, theStatistics and the U.S. Department of

availability of health-related benefits are
considered in the final chapter by type
of employer and health care coverage.
These benefits include medical care,
dental care, disability insurance,
maternity leave, and child care.

his report includes data from

Methods
numerous sources in the Federal

| Government. The sources and

limitations of data are described in
appendix | These include data from the

Labor to characterize the U.S.
workforce. The data presented in this
chapter also include information from
surveys conducted by the National
Center for Health Statistics of the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services.

Discussion
By Demographic
Characteristics

Women have been a majority of the
civilian noninstitutionalized U.S. adult

participation rate, which includes
employed and unemployed, increased
from 33.9 per 100 women in 1950 to
58.8 in 1994, as compared to the labor
force participation rate among men
which decreased from 86.4 per 100 men
in 1950 to 75.0 in 1994. Women as a
proportion of the total civilian labor
force (i.e., employed and unemployed
women as a percent of all adults in the
civilian labor force) can be derived from
table 1 Data presented itable 1are
given as percents of the total population.
However, the percent of the population
who are unemployed is not the same as
the unemployment rate (which is the
percent of the labor force who are
unemployed). The unemployment rate is
a standard data item presented in labor
statistics. In this report some statistics
are shown as unemployment rates, either
because these statistics were obtained
from other publications or can be
compared to other labor statistics
publications. However, the focus of the
report is on the percent of the
population who are unemployed.
Another term used in this report is labor
force participation rate, which is the
number of persons in the civilian labor
force (either employed or unemployed)
per 100 civilian noninstitutionalized
persons. (Seappendix llifor a
discussion of terms.) Because women
have been joining the labor force more
rapidly than men, the proportion of the
total civilian labor force comprising
women has changed greatly, from
29.0 percent in 1950 to 46.0 in 1994.
The percent of the civilian
noninstitutionalized U.S. adult women
who are unemployed has doubled from
1950 to 1994 (from 1.9 percent of all
women to 3.5table J), although the
corresponding percentage has remained
largely unchanged among men (from 4.4
to 4.6 percent, respectively). The largest
change in unemployment among women
occurred before 1980, having remained
approximately 3.5 percent of all women
since 1980.



Although the rate of all women who
are unemployed has increased, the rate

The median age of women in the
labor force was slightly younger than

of women in the civilian labor force

who were unemployed (i.e., the

unemployment rate) in 1994 is almost

the same as the rate for 1950 (from 5.7

per 100 women in the civilian labor

force in 1950 to 6.0 in 1994), while the

unemployment rate among men has

increased (from 5.1 per 100 men in the

civilian labor force in 1950 to 6.2 in
1994). During the intervening years,
however, these rates varied substantially force participation rates among all age

(figure 1). Throughout most of this

period, women in the labor force have
had higher unemployment rates than

men. However, in 1990 the
unemployment rate among men

the median age of men (38.5 years
compared with 39.0 years in 1994 (6)).
However, this may change as the labor
force participation rate of older women
increasesfigure 2, and the total
population ages. In 1950 the greatest
labor force participation rates among
women occurred among women under
25 years of age. Before the 1980's there
were large increases in women'’s labor

groups under 55 years. However, since
1980 the largest increase occurred
among women aged 45-54 years. At the
same time, the labor force participation
rates among men have been decreasing

increased and surpassed that of women for all age groups. The pattern of
and has remained higher, 6.2 for men

and 6.0 for women in 1994.

age-related labor force participation
rates among women are now becoming

Number per 100 workers

0

1960 1965 1970

no 1. 1991.

1975

SOURCES: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Employment and Earnings, vol 28 no 1. 1981 and vol 46

1980
Year

1985 1990 1994

Year Women Men
1960 ... ... 5.9 5.4
1965 . .. ... 5.5 4.0
1970 . ..o 5.9 4.4
1975 ... 9.3 7.9
1980 . ... 7.4 6.9
1985 . . ... 7.4 7.0
1986 .. ... 7.1 6.9
1987 .. .o 6.2 6.2
1988 . . ... 5.6 55
1989 . .. .. 5.4 5.2
1990 .. ... 5.4 5.6
1991 . ... 6.3 7.0
1992 . ... 6.9 7.8
1993 . ... 6.5 7.1
1994 ... 6.0 6.2

Figure 1. Unemployment rates by sex: United States, 1960-94

Series 3, No. 31 O Page 3

similar to those among men; that is,
participation increases through age 24,
remains constant through age 54 years,
and then decreases.

Although the labor force
participation rate among women since
1980 has increased for all racial and
ethnic populations, the increase has been
greater among the white population than
either the black or Hispanic populations
(table 9. Between 1990 and 1994, the
rate increase continued for white and
black women, but the rate was stable for
Hispanic women, and it decreased
among Asian American women. Among
men the labor force participation rate
decreased between 1990 and 1994 for
all race and ethnic groups except
American Indians. Labor force
participation rates have been similar for
black and white women. However, since
1990 the labor force participation rate
among black men has been
approximately 7 percent less than the
rate among white men.

Unemployment rates for both sexes
decreased between 1980 and 1990 and
subsequently increasethble 2.

Between 1980 and 1994, the
unemployment rates among women
decreased 18.9 percent (from 7.4 per
100 women in the civilian labor force to
6.0), more than double the decrease
experienced by men (a decrease of
10.1 percent—from 6.9 per 100 men in
the civilian labor force to 6.2). Among
women the decrease (as a percent of the
1980 rate) in unemployment rates was
similar for the white and black
populations; however, no decrease
occurred among Hispanics, but an
increase occurred among Mexican and
Cuban women. In 1994 about 1 in 10
minorities—black, American Indian, and
Hispanic women and men—in the labor
force were unemployed, which was
double the number unemployed among
white women and men. There was little
difference in unemployment rates
between men and women within racial
and ethnic groups. Although there was
little difference in labor force
participation rates between black women
and white women in 1994, the
unemployment rates for black women
were twice that of white women.

The unemployment rates are 3 to 4
times greater among teenagers than
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1980 1990

Men

Women Men Women Men

40
45
34
38
37
28
10

16-19 years
20-24 years
25-34 years
35-44 years
45-54 years
55-64 years
65 years and over

56
89
97
97
95
88
46

53
70
67
67
61
40
10

60
86
94
94
92 71
72 45
19 9

52
72
74
7

56
84
94
94
91
68
16

Figure 2. Labor force participation rates by sex and age: United States, 1950, 1980, and

1990

among adults age 20 years or over
(table 3. This is true regardless of sex,
race, or ethnicity. Unemployment rates
generally decreased between 1980 and
1990 and then increased slightly among
all race and ethnic populations. The

among the least educated and increased

among all other educational groups.

By Economic Factors

Although women represented
approximately one-half of the work-

increase between 1990 and 1994 among ¢y ce in 1990, the median earnings of
teenaged men resulted in rates generally o men was 71.8 percent that of men

larger than the 1980 unemployment
rates. Among teenaged women the
unemployment rates improved between
1980 and 1994.

Labor force participation is greater
among the more educated women and
men gable 4. In 1994 the labor force
participation rate was 30.8 percent (i.e.,
employed and unemployed as a percent
of the total) among women with less
than 12 years of education and
76.2 percent among those with more
than 15 years of education. For men the
percentages were 50.6 and 86.0,
respectively. Between 1979 and 1994,
labor force participation rates for men
decreased for all educational groups.
However, for women the labor force

(table 5. Among the youngest workers
(ages 16—24 years) and among minority
workers (i.e., black or Hispanic), the
earnings of women were more
comparable to men. However, these
workers, on average, earned less than
white workers.

Among the working poor—those
with a family income of less than
$10,000—a higher proportion of the
men compared to women were young,
white, Hispanic, and less educated
(table §. Among the unemployed poor,
the pattern was similar. Among the poor
not in the labor force, the comparisons

labor force or not, the proportion among
the white, non-Hispanic, and higher
educated populations increased as family
income increased. The largest
proportions of men or women by age
not in the labor force were those aged
65 years or older except for the cross
section of women in the highest income
bracket for whom the largest proportions
were among women aged 35-44 years
and 45-64 years.

By Family Characteristics

Among men approximately
three-quarters of the married, divorced
or separated, or never-married were in
the labor force table 7. Among women,
however, the rate was three-quarters
only for divorced or separated women.
About one-half of the married women
and two-thirds of the never-married
women were in the labor force. The
unemployment rates were highest among
never-married women and men.

Women and men are more likely to
be in the labor force and less likely to
be unemployed if there are other
working adults in the household
(table §. In households with other
adults present but no other working
adults in the household, approximately
one-half of the men, but only one-third
of the women, were working.
Unemployment rates were highest in
these populations, approximately 1 in 5
women and 1 in 8 men.

More women worked during their
pregnancy with their first live-born in
1988 than during subsequent
pregnanciestéble 9. Though there was
a tendency for white women to work
more frequently in the year before their
first live-born child, for each subsequent
pregnancy the percent working did not
differ between white and black women.
The percent working was much higher
among women with at least 12 years of
education, regardless of race. The
highest percent working was
92.5 percent among white mothers with
at least 12 years of education. Women

between genders were similar except for with shorter intervals between births
education, in which case the women had were less likely to be working during

a higher proportion with less education.

the 12 months before delivery than

participation rate was largely unchanged among women and men, whether in the women with longer intervals.



In 1991, 39.6 percent of the
working women had children under 18
years (3). Labor force participation
among mothers with children has
steadily increased since 195fig(re 3.
The percent of married women who had
children and who worked during the
year has increased from 63.4 percent to
72.9 percent between 1980 and 1992
(table 10. In 1992 approximately
two-thirds (67 percent) of married
mothers of young children (under 6
years of age) and three-quarters
(78 percent) of married mothers of older
children (6 to 17 years of age) worked
during the previous year. During this
period, the percent of married mothers
who worked year round, full time
increased to 155 percent of the 1980
value (from 23.7 percent to 36.8). This
increase in full-time employment is
greater among married mothers of
young children than among married

married mothers. Among married
mothers of older children, the full-time
employment rate among black married
mothers was approximately 125 percent
that of white married mothers.

Living in a household with at least
one household member having
disabilities can put burdens on the adult
members of that household. For women
and men, the labor force participation
rate is lower among these adults
(table 13, 51.4 per 100 women
compared with 63.6 among women
living with no household members
having disabilities and 70.3 per 100 men
compared with 79.0 among men living
with no household members having
disabilities. In addition, the
unemployment rate is also higher, 6.0
per 100 women compared with 5.2
among women living with no household
members having disabilities and 6.7 per
100 men compared with 4.4 among men

mothers of older children (an increase of living with no household members
173 percent compared with 147 percent). having disabilities. However, the lowest

In 1992 the year-round full-time
employment rate among black married
mothers of young children was
approximately 150 percent that of white

labor force participation rates were
found among women (44.9) and men
(68.6) who lived alone.
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Figure 3. Labor force participation rates of mothers by age of youngest child:
United States, 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, and 1990
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Chapter 2
Workplace
Characteristics of
Working Women

men—such as full- or part-time

status, reported exposures to
substances or radiation, risky work
activities, and availability and use of
protective gear—are described in this
chapter according to various
socioeconomic characteristics of the
worker.

J ob conditions for women and

Sources of Data

Historically, the Current Population
Survey of the U.S. Bureau of Census,
U.S. Department of Commerce, has
been the primary source of
gender-specific information on jobs,
information that is computed by the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S.
Department of Labor. The National
Health Interview Survey of the National
Center for Health Statistics, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services, also provides information on
jobs and has been used to obtain
information from workers on their
perceived exposures to substances,
radiation, and physically stressful
activities. (Seeappendix Illifor a
discussion of industry and occupation
coding.)

Discussion

The distribution of working women
among industries has changed greatly
since the 1950'’s. There has been a
general trend of workers moving away
from manufacturing (23.1 percent of the
working women in 1950 and
11.4 percent in 1994) and personal
services (14.6 percent in 1950 and
5.3 percent in 1994) and moving toward
finance (4.8 percent in 1950 and
8.5 percent in 1994), business
(1.0 percent in 1950 and 4.7 percent in
1994), and professional industries
(17.1 percent in 1950 and 35.3 percent
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in 1994). The data between 1980 and
1994 exemplify those trendsaple 13.
For example, in 1994 one-third of the
currently employed women were in
professional and related services
industries.

In 1993 the distribution of working
women among industries was similar for
different age, race, and ethnic groups,
with a few notable exceptionsaple 13.
Employment of women in agriculture,
forestry, and fishery industries increased
with age. Women ages 18 to 29 years
were more likely to be working in the
retail trades than older women. Women
between the ages 30 to 64 years were
more likely to be employed in
professional and related services and in
public administration industries than
younger or older women. Hispanics
were more likely than non-Hispanics to
be employed in personal services and
manufacturing industries. With regard to
education, women with higher
educational attainment were more likely
to be employed in professional and
public administration industries and less
likely to be employed in manufacturing,
retail trade, and personal services
industries.

Women have become less
concentrated in some of the occupations
they have held traditionally. For
example, in 1980 more than one-third of
working women were employed in
administrative support occupations,
whereas by 1994 the proportion was
only about one-quarter (26 percent)
(table 14. During the same period, the
percent of women in executive,
administrative, and managerial
occupations increased from 6.9 to
12.4 percent. The percent of women in
sales and professional specialty
occupations increased, whereas the
percent of women working as machine
operators, assemblers, and inspectors
decreased.

The distribution of occupations
among different sociodemographic
groups of women varieddble 15. A
greater proportion of the black working
women as compared to white working
women were in service and machine
operator occupations, whereas white
working women were more likely than
black women to work in white collar
occupations, including executive,

professional, and sales. Hispanic
working women were also more likely
to be employed as machine operators
and less likely to be employed in
executive or professional occupations as
compared to non-Hispanic women.
Educational attainment was strongly,
positively correlated with employment
in executive and professional
occupations, and negatively correlated
with sales, service, and machine
operator occupations. Women employed
in administrative support occupations
were more likely to have 12 to 15 years
of education than either more or less.

Among women and men, the
percent of the employed who work only
part time was stable between 1980 and
1990 and then increased by 1994
(table 1. In 1994 approximately 1 in 3
women and 1 in 5 men worked part
time. Part-time employment was more
common among employed white women
than black women, whereas part-time
employment was similar among black
men and white men. Part-time
employment was also more common
among the never married, regardless of
gender.

Twenty-three percent of currently
working women and 39 percent of
currently working men indicate that they

When interviewees were asked
about exposure to each substance on a
list of substances (sesppendix Il for
list), more currently employed report
exposures. Among currently employed
women, 46.7 percent (24,424,000 of
52,333,000) reported exposure to at least
one of the listed substances and
61.4 percent of men (39,196,000 of
63,852,000) reported exposure. About
one-quarter of currently employed
women who reported exposures as
compared with about one-half of
currently employed men reporting
exposures report that they were exposed
to industrial chemicals at work
(table 1§. The reported exposures were
somewhat more frequent among younger
workers and white workers. Among men
reported exposure to industrial
chemicals decreases with increasing
education, dropping dramatically among
the most educated. Reported exposures
were greatest among blue collar and
farm workers, regardless of gender.
Approximately 1 in 3 workers,
regardless of gender, reported exposures
to soaps, detergents, or disinfecting
solutions. Reported exposures were
highest among service and farm
workers, less educated, and younger
workers. Finally, 1 in 5 workers

had been exposed to substances at workreported exposures to agricultural

that they believe were harmful if
breathed or placed on the skin

(table 173. Of those reporting exposure,
at least one-half were either very or

somewhat concerned about the exposure,

with blacks and Hispanic women being
more concerned than white women. For
women and men, the reporting of
exposures was similar between racial
groups and, for women, between ethnic
groups. Reported exposures to
substances were less frequent among
workers aged 65 years and over and
among the most educated. Workers in
white collar occupations reported the
lowest likelihood of exposure, whereas
workers in white collar and farm-related
occupations reported the highest
likelihood of exposure (more than

40 percent of women workers and more
than 50 percent of men workers).
Reported exposure to radiation was less
frequent. Reported exposure to radiation

products, with highest exposures
reported among farm workers (about
three-quarters) and service workers
(about one-half).

Some jobs entail activities that
require movements that put stress on the
body, regardless of gender: Repeated
strenuous physical activity; repeated
bending, twisting, or reaching; bending
or twisting of hands or wrists; and hand
operation of vibrating machinery. Men
are more likely to have jobs that require
4 hours or more of these activities
(table 19. However, the percent of
women having jobs with 4 hours or
more of these activities is also
substantial. In 1988 among these job
activities, the type of activity that men
and women were most likely to spend
more than 4 hours performing was
bending or twisting of hands or wrists
(40.4 percent of men and 35.9 percent of
women). More than 40 percent of

also decreased with age, but was highestworking women and about 50 percent of

among the most educated.

working men reported some time spent



engaged in repeated bending, twisting,

Sources of Data

The data were derived from various
sources of information: The National

collar and service workers reported ”Inesses, and

this type of repetitive labor. In 1094 the Conditions Attributed
typing—resulted in the largest absences he tables in this chapter provide
workers, regardless of gender, who men separately. Whenever possible, the
However, only about three-quarters of worker.

protective gear all the time was most

use all the time was most frequent Survey of the National Center for

most of the time (57.5 percent compared Services; and the Annual Survey of
equipment. The reasons for not using  Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S.

or the worker felt that the gear was not Discussion

h r
or reaching activities at work. Among C apte 3
more than 4 hours of these job activities
daily. Among men more than 50 percent Fata“t'es and Hea|th
Bureau of Labor Statistics found that
repetitive motion—such as grasping tO Work
from work among the leading events | information on adverse health
and exposures, a median of 18 days (7). .

xposu ! ys (7) effects attributed to work. The
reported exposure to harmful substances . ¢ S q di
or radiation said that protective gear was Information Is presented according to
these workers with protective gear
available reported using the gear either
frequent among women, especially .
black, Hispanic, higher educated, white Health Interview Survey (NHIS) and the
among Hispanic and service workers. In Health Statistics, Centers for Disease
blue collar jobs, women were less likely Control and Prevention, U.S.
with 72.9 percent among men). Among Occupational Injuries and llinesses
these workers about 1 in 4 women but  (ASOIl) and the Census of Fatal
protective gear were similar for women Department of Labor.
and men; either the gear interfered with
needed. Very few workers, regardless of
gender, reported that they did not know

women more than 40 percent of the blue \WOI'K |njurieS,
of blue collar and farm workers reported
tools, scanning groceries, and

Approximately three-quarters of information is presented for women and
available in their current jobtgble 20. socioeconomic characteristics of the
all or most of the time. Use of the
collar, and service workers. Among men National Hospital Ambulatory Care
than men to use protective gear all or ~ Department of Health and Human
only 1 in 10 men never used the Occupational Injuries (CFOI) of the
job performance or was uncomfortable,
how to use the gear.

Among the percent of the U.S.
population who had ever worked but
were currently not employed in 1988,
job-related health problems as the
reason for stopping work were cited by
8 percent of the men and 3 percent of
the women (4). For both genders the
percents citing job-related health
problems were about 60 percent higher
for black persons than for white persons
(4.4 compared with 2.8 for women and
11.6 compared with 7.3 for men). For
Hispanics, however, only the percent for
women was higher (4.1 compared with
2.9 for women and 4.8 compared with
7.9 for men). The percentage decreased
with increasing education (4.3 among
those with less than 12 years compared
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with 1.4 among those women with 15
years and 9.5 compared with 2.4 among
men).

In 1994 men had about twice as
many episodes of nonfatal occupational
injuries and ilinesses resulting in lost
work days as women (1,483,000
compared with 731,000)gble 23. For
both genders, manufacturing, retail, and
service industries contributed large
numbers of injuries, with construction
also contributing many injuries among
men. The service industry was the only
industry in which the number of
reported injuries or illnesses to women
involving days away from work were
greater than the number of such injuries
of illnesses among men, in part
reflecting the larger numbers of women
in these industries. These injuries and
illnesses had substantial impact on work
performance, with about one-half the
affected workers, regardless of gender,
having at least 1 week away from work
and 1 in 4 having more than 20 days
away from work.

Women in service and in operator,
fabricator, and laborer occupations have
risk ratios (i.e., index of relative risk)
for occupational injuries and illnesses
with days away from work greater than
1.0 table 23. (Seeappendix lifor a
discussion of this statistic.) Among men
risk ratios greater than 1.0 were noted
for service, precision production, craft
and repair, operator, fabricator, and
laborer occupations.

Tables 23and 24 present
information on work-related injury or
illness episodes. The 1994 data from
ASOII (table 23 provide recent statistics
on injuries and illnesses resulting in 1
day or more away from work. In 1994
for both genders, the most frequent body
part affected from a job-related injury
was the back. Hands, wrists, or fingers
were also commonly injured. Strain or
sprains were much more frequent among
men and women than any of the other
injuries or illnesses. Except repetitve
motion, the most common event leading
to a lost work day injury or illness was
bodily exertion. Falls and contact with
objects (including equipment) were also
frequent. More nervous system diseases,
musculoskeletal disorders, and infectious
or parasitic diseases were reported
among working women than working



Page 8 [ Series 3, No. 31

men. Also, more incidents of assault or
violence were reported against women
at work than against men. Although less
frequent than some of the other causes
of injuries, violence has a more harmful
effect on the workforce. More than 200
women and 400 men are killed yearly at
work because of violence, whereas
about 18 women and 600 men are killed
yearly from falls at work table 25.

The 1988 data from the NHIS
(table 24, while not as recent as the
ASOII, provide information on several
socioeconomic dimensions. The body
parts injured in injury episodes were
generally similar for women and men
(table 24. From this self-reported
survey, the most frequent body parts
injured were the hand—uwrist or finger,
back, and foot—toe or ankle. One in
five workers experiencing an injury
episode injured the back. The causes
and impact of this problem are further
explored intable 26 The types of injury
differed slightly between women and
men. The most frequent type of injury,
regardless of gender, was strain or
sprain and laceration or puncture.
Injured black women were more likely
than injured white women to report back
injuries, whereas injured white women
were more likely to report injuries to the
hand, wrist, and fingers. The proportion
of injuries among women affecting
hand, wrists, or fingers increased with
educational attainment, but not among
men.

Most workers, regardless of gender,
did not change employers or work
activities as a result of an injury
(71.8 percent of injured working women
and 73.0 percent of injured working
men) table 273. Of those who did, the
worker, regardless of gender, was more
likely to change work activities rather
than employer.

Approximately 24 percent of all
injury-related visits to the emergency
room in 1994 was due to injuries at
work. For women the percentage was
about 11. The number of emergency
room visits for injuries occurring at
work to men was more than twice the
number of visits for womentgble 2§.

For each gender, more than
three-quarters of these visits were for
adults between the ages of 18 and 44
years. A greater proportion of the visits

of men as compared with the visits of
women were among the white
population (86.5 and 80.8, respectively).

There are two sources of
information on fatal work injuries: The
CFOI (table 25 and NTOFS fables 29
and 30). Traumatic occupational
fatalities, though infrequent, have an
important impact on work. In 1995,
6,210 workers lost their lives because of
traumatic experiences at wortable 25.
Among women 0.9 per 100,000 workers
and among men 8.3 per 100,000
workers died because of work-related
trauma. The greatest cause for these
deaths among women was homicide.
More than 200 women were killed
yearly while at work. In 1995 the
number of women killed increased
almost 20 percent over the number
killed in 1994. Among men the greatest
cause of death was motor vehicle
accidents, with homicide ranking
second. The rate of occupational injury
deaths among women and among men
has been decreasing since 1980
(figure 4.

During 1990 through 1992, the rate
of traumatic occupational fatalities was
greatest among workers in the mining
industry and second among workers in
agriculture for women and men
(table 29. The rate among construction
workers was third and among
transportation workers, fourth for
women and men. Fatalities among
women workers in the retail trades and
services industries accounted for more
than one-half of the total traumatic

number of workers suffered back pain.
In 1988 among currently employed
workers, almost 9,000,000 working
women and 12,000,000 working men
suffered from back paintgble 2.
Currently employed women were more
likely than currently employed men

(5.0 percent compared with 3.9 percent)
to suffer from upper or middle back
pain (4), whereas currently employed
men were more likely than currently
employed women (7.7 percent compared
with 5.4 percent) to suffer from low
back pain not extending to the lower
body parts (4); however, currently
employed men were more likely than
currently employed women to attribute
their back pain to accidents and repeated
activities at work. Among working
women with back pain,

36.8 percent—the equivalent of 3.3
million working women—attribute the
cause of back pain to work-related
factors, either accidents and/or repeated
work activities. Among men more than
one-half (57 percent)—the equivalent of
6.8 million working men—attribute their
back pain to work-related factors.
However, among workers in farming,
forestry, and fishing occupations, a
much larger proportion, regardless of
gender, attributed their back pain to
work-related factors (73.4 percent of
women and 80.1 percent of men). Less
educated (46.7 percent of women with
less than 12 years of education and
69.4 percent of men) and black workers
(50.5 percent of black working women
and 64.9 percent of men) were more

occupational fatalities, although the rates likely than those with more education

for these industries were low.

The rate of traumatic occupational
fatalities was highest among the farmer,
laborer, and transport occupations for
women and mentgéble 3Q. However,
the order of these occupationally related
fatality rates differed between the sexes.

The largest percentage of deaths among

women occurred to women in sales and
services occupations. Among men the
largest percentage of deaths occurred
among crafts and transport workers and
farmers.

Backs were among the most
frequently injured body part (see
tables 23and 24). In 1994, 606,000
nonfatal workplace injuries involving
the back were reported. An even larger

and workers of other race/ethnic groups
to attribute their back pain to work.
About 1 in 5 currently working adults
with back pain, regardless of gender,
either changed jobs, or stopped working
at that job, or changed work activities
because of the back pain.

Dermatitis is another health
condition that is often attributed to
work-related exposures. In 1988 among
currently employed workers, about
7,000,000 working women and an equal
number of working men had dermatitis
(table 3). Of these 13.7 percent of the
women and 16.7 percent of the men
attributed the dermatitis to chemicals or
other substances at work. Blue collar
and service workers and workers in
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Year Women Men
1980 . . 1.04 12.46
1981 . . 0.89 11.77
1982 . . 0.87 10.81
1983 . . 0.74 9.74
1984 . . 0.78 9.83
1985 . . 0.82 9.79
1986 . . . 0.75 8.71
1987 . o 0.76 8.85
1988 . . . 0.73 8.49
1989 . .. 0.74 8.27
1990 . .. . 0.65 7.81
1991 . . 0.71 7.57
1992 . ... 0.61 7.01
1993 . . 0.66 7.21

Figure 4. Occupational injury death rates by gender: United States, 1980 to 1993

farming, forestry, and fishing
occupations were more likely than white
collar workers to attribute the dermatitis
to chemicals or other substances at
work. Dermatitis did not, however, have
a significant impact on work
performance, as fewer than 2 percent of
these workers changed jobs or work
activities as a result of the dermatitis.

Chapter 4

Health Status, Health
Conditions, and
Absence and Lost
Work Time of
Employed Workers
and Those Not in the
Labor Force

his chapter addresses the health
T status of employed workers as

compared with those not in the
labor force, health conditions known to
occur in association with employment,
absence and lost work time rates of

full-time workers, and mortality among
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people according to their usual
occupation.

Sources of Data

The sources of data for this chapter
are the 1993 National Health Interview
Survey (NHIS) of the National Center
for Health Statistics, Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services; the Occupational Health
Supplement to the 1988 NHIS; the
Current Population Survey of the U.S.
Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department
of Commerce; and the National
Traumatic Occupational Fatalities
Surveillance Survey and the National
Occupational Mortality Surveillance
System of the National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health, Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, U.S.
Department of Health and Human
Services.

Discussion

Currently employed women are
more likely than women not in the labor
force to assess their own health as
excellent or very good. In 1993
two-thirds of currently employed women
but only one-half of women not in the
labor force assessed their health status
as excellent or very goodable 32. The
difference between the currently
employed and those not in the labor
force was greater for men than for
women. It is unclear whether working
enhances health or whether better health
status enables the individual to work.
Further, child rearing may keep women
out the workforce. More educated and
younger working and nonworking
women and men reported their health
status to be excellent or very good.
Working Hispanics and blue collar
women workers were less likely to
report excellent or very good health.

Health conditions covered in the
Occupational Health Supplemeta the
1988 NHIS are among those known to
occur in association with employment
(4). They include musculoskeletal
conditions (back paintéble 26, hand
discomfort able 33, and repeated
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trouble with neck, back, or spine

(table 39); work-related injuries

(tables 24and 27); skin conditions

(table 32; and eye, nose, and throat
irritation (data not shown). The
frequency of several of these conditions
among the working population are noted
in table 34 Of the health conditions
assessed by th®ccupational Health
Supplementtrouble with the neck, back,
or spine occurred most frequently.
Currently employed women were more
likely than currently employed men to
report repeated trouble with neck, back,
or spine (19.5 percent compared with
18.7 percent).

About 1,400,000 currently
employed women and 1,200,000
currently employed men had prolonged
hand and wrist discomfort that was not
due to an injury fable 33. About
60 percent of these workers had hand
and wrist discomfort for 2 years or
more, with about 1 in 10 reporting that
they had the discomfort for more than
10 years. In about 1 in 10 cases, the
worker changed jobs, stopped working
at a job, or changed work activities

Number of days per person per year

1982 1984 1986 1988 1990
Years

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey, Current Estimates. Annually.

Women Men
5.3 4.0
4.9 3.7
5.6 4.4
6.0 4.8
6.1 5.0
6.1 4.8
5.8 4.8
6.4 5.0
5.9 4.7
6.3 4.9
5.9 4.4
6.4 4.8
5.9 4.6

because of the prolonged hand and wrist1994 - ......................

discomfort.

Data on employee absences are
available from the Current Population
Survey. In 1989 absence and lost work
time rates were higher among women
than among men, for all reasons of
absence, regardless of marital status or
presence of children in the family
(table 35. Absences relate to generally
unscheduled periods of leave from work
for reasons such as illnesses, injuries,
personal and civic commitments, and
mishaps. The highest absence rates
occurred among women, regardless of
their marital status, whose youngest
child was under 6 years of age. Unlike
women with older children, such women
were more likely to be absent for

Figure 5. Work loss due to activity restriction from acute and chronic conditions:

United States, 198294

of work lost per person per year becauseincluding housewives (segppendix I).

of these conditions has increased
slightly and fluctuated for both genders
since 1982, the difference has remained.

Occupations heavily dominated by
women show differing mortality profiles
based on data from death certificates.
Proportions of deaths occurring during
the working lifetime (ages 1564 years)
and the entire lifetime are provided for
selected causes iable 36 Mortality
profiles add to our knowledge of health
outcomes of occupations but should not
be viewed as necessarily related to

miscellaneous reasons than for illness or occupational exposures. For example,

injury. Unlike women men with no
children under 18 years of age had
higher absence rates than those whose
youngest child was under 6 years of
age.

In 1993 women had about
20 percent more days lost than men
from work because of activity restriction
from acute and chronic conditions
(figure 5. Although the number of days

higher rates of breast cancer are known
to be related to lifestyles and
socioeconomic factors, such as
nulliparity and delayed childbirth.

In table 36the proportionate
mortality ratios represent the proportion
of each cause of death among workers
with a certain usual occupation as

A proportionate mortality ratio greater
than 100 may indicate an elevated risk
of mortality.

Women with the usual occupation
reported as “housewife” on the death
certificate may have worked in various
jobs at some time in life. For instance in
the 1980 NHIS, 90.6 percent of women
report a job other than housewife as
their “longest” job, indicating they were
employed for pay at some time in their
life (8). However, “housewife” is
reported as the usual occupation on over
one-half of the death certificates of
women in this analysis. Because of the
resulting misclassification in this
category, the data for “housewives” as
an occupational group are not presented
here. The large proportion of deaths
coded to “housewife” affects the
proportions in other occupations and
may cause misleading estimates of risk

compared to the proportion of that cause in an occupation. For instance the

among workers of all occupations,

proportionate mortality ratio for heart



disease is elevated for white and black
housewives with the result that many
other occupational groups have lower
proportionate mortality ratios for heart
disease. The converse is true for the
proportionate mortality ratios for
malignant neoplasms, being low for
white and black housewives and
elevated for many other occupational
groups.

Nevertheless, mortality profiles
sometimes suggest hypotheses that can
be tested in epidemiologic studies and
sometimes indicate where efforts might
be directed at education or screening of
populations. The following highlights
statistically significant elevated findings.
However, significance depends on
sample size, so occupations with fewer
women workers may not have findings
as significant.

e Among white women dieticians,
motor vehicle mortality was
elevated; deaths due to cancer were
elevated among black women
dieticians.

o White dental hygienists experienced
elevated mortality due to cancer,
particularly pancreatic and breast
cancers.

o \White health record technologists
and technicians had elevated
mortality due to infectious and
parasitic diseases.

e White licensed practical nurses
(LPN’s) experienced elevated
mortality due to diabetes and motor
vehicle accidents, while black LPN'’s
had elevated mortality due to colon
cancer and suicide.

® Black and white secretaries,
stenographers, and typists had
elevated mortality due to malignant
neoplasms, with breast cancer being
particularly high.

e [nformation clerks and bank tellers
experienced elevated mortality due
to malignant neoplasms, particularly
colon, pancreatic, and breast
cancers.

e White child care workers in private
households had elevated mortality
due to diabetes; deaths due to
pneumonia were elevated among
black women workers under 65
years of age.
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e Private household cleaners and
servants had a mortality pattern
similar to housewives, with low
mortality for malignant neoplasms
and somewhat elevated mortality
due to heart d|sea3t_a. Diabetes was Control and Prevention, U.S.
elevated among white women and

. Department of Health and Human
cerebrovascular disease was elevated !
X Services. Data are also presented from
for both racial groups.

e Hairdressers and cosmetologists had the National Survey of Worksite Health

: . Promotion Activities which was
elevated mortality due to malignant .

. . conducted by the Office of Disease
neoplasms, particularly lung cancer;

. ; . Prevention and Health Promotion, U.S.
white women had a high proportion
. . Department of Health and Human
of motor vehicle accidents.

Sources of Data

Much of the data presented were
derived the National Health Interview
Survey (NHIS) of the National Center
for Health Statistics, Centers for Disease

e Black dressmakers had elevated Services.
mortality due to malignant . .
neoplasms. Also, among black Discussion

dressmakers, mortality was elevated
due to chronic obstructive lung
disease and to infectious and
parasitic diseases.

e \White textile sewing machine
operators had elevated mortality due
to diabetes and heart disease, while
black operators had elevated
mortality due to malignant
neoplasms, particularly breast
cancer. Both experience elevated
mortality due to motor vehicle
accidents.

Heart disease is the leading cause of
death among women (9). Currently
employed women and currently
employed men are more likely than
women and men not in the labor force
to know that certain health behaviors or
conditions—smoking, high blood
cholesterol, obesity, and high blood
pressure—increase the risk of
cardiovascular diseas&ble 37;
however, more than 80 percent of
women and men, regardless of their
employment status, identify smoking,
being overweight, high blood pressure,
and elevated cholesterol levels, as risk
factors for cardiovascular disease. For
both genders, adults not in the labor
force were twice as likely as those
currently employed to have “ever been

Risks, Health
Behaviors. and Work- told”that they had high blood pressure,

. ! . slightly more likely to have been told
Site Health Promotion that they had elevated cholesterol levels,

but less likely to be current smokers or
to have been under stress during the
past 2 weeks. In addition, a greater
percentage of women than men report
stress, whether employed or not in the
labor force.

The Healthy People 2000 objectives
include an objective for 75 percent of
the adults to have had their blood
cholesterol checked in the past 5 years
and for 90 percent to know their blood
pressure values (10). Among the
currently employed, women (75 percent)
were more likely than men (62 percent)

Chapter 5
Knowledge of Health

n 1994 almost two-thirds

(62.5 percent) of the adult

population was currently employed
(table 3. Therefore, the workplace has
become a vehicle through which
information on health promotion could
be effectively provided. In this chapter
the relationship of work and health
promotion opportunities is assessed in
two ways. Some tables compare
knowledge of health risks and use of
appropriate prevention practices of
currently employed persons with those  to have had their blood pressure
of persons not in the labor force. Other checked within the last yeataple 39.
tables address the availability of health  Currently employed Hispanic men
promotion activities at the worksite. (48 percent) were the least likely to have
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had their blood pressure or cholesterol
checked. Determination of blood
pressure or cholesterol level is related to
educational attainment.

During the 1990’s approximately 2
million women will be diagnosed with

breast or cervical cancer and more than by white than by black women and men.
Because of the number of women in

one-half million women are expected to
lose their lives from these two diseases
(11). A variety of breast and cervical

cancer screening tests are recommendedworkplace is an ideal setting to promote

for women; however, participation by
women variest@ble 39. The Healthy
People 2000 objectives are for

95 percent of women to ever receive a
pap test, 85 percent to receive a pap test
in the previous 3 years, and for

60 percent of women aged 50 years and

over to receive a breast examination and hazard and injury programs, followed by

mammogram in the preceding 1 or 2
years (10). In 1992 approximately

90 percent of women reported ever
having received a pap test regardless of
current employment status; however,
one-half of currently employed women
and only 39 percent of women not in the
labor force had the test within the last
year table 39. Also about 90 percent of
women had ever received a physical
breast examination. The proportion ever
having received a mammogram is
somewhat lower, about 65 percent. Of
the women aged 45 years and older,
about 90 percent had received one in the
previous 2 years regardless of
employment status. A number of
corporations provide breast cancer
screening programs (12). About

60 percent of women, regardless of
employment status, reported that they
had performed a breast self-examination,
but only about one-third of those doing
the examinations performed them at
least once a month.

In general the currently employed
and women were about as likely as
people not in the labor force and men to
have used cancer screening tests;
however, people who were not in the
labor force were more likely than the
currently employed to have ever
received a proctoscopic examination or
had stools checked for blood or ever
had a skin examinatiortgble 40Q. This
is partly due to the fact that a larger
proportion of people over the age of 45
are not in the labor force (65 percent of

in the labor force (31 percent of women
and men). Unlike the other screening
tests, utilization of proctoscopic
examination was not related to
educational attainment. Also, skin
examinations tend to be received more

the labor force (61 million women were
in the civilian labor force in 1995), the

women’s health. Between 1985 and
1992, the percentage of private

programs the percent of worksites
offering the program increased with size
of the worksite.

One health promotion program
uniquely targeted for women—prenatal
education—was offered by only
9 percent of worksites overalfigure 6;
however, the percentage increased by
size of worksite to 40 percent at the
largest worksites.

Although 40 percent of worksites
had smoking control programs at the
worksite table 43, only 20 percent of

establishments offering one type or more currently employed men and women
of health promotion programs increased, indicated that their employer offered a

as did the variety of programs offered
(table 4. The most frequently offered
health promotion program was job

quit smoking program or any help to
employees who wanted to quit smoking
(table 43. This reflects the fact that
many employees are employed at

exercise or physical fitness and smoking smaller worksites. Indeed, worksites
control. Smoking control programs were with fewer than 50 employees were not

offered in 40 percent of worksites in
1992, up from 36 percent in 1985.
Similarly, back care, exercise, high
blood pressure, nutrition education,
stress management, and weight control
programs were offered more frequently
in 1992. Off-the-job accidents
information was offered at about

18 percent of worksites, down slightly
from 20 percent in 1985. For all

included in the worksite survey
referenced irtable 41 Similarly,

although 41 percent of worksites offered
exercise programgdble 43, only

16 percent of working women and

15 percent of working men participating
in NHIS indicated that their employer
made exercise programs available
(table 43. Older workers (fewer than

6 percent) and less educated workers

N w B a
o o o o
|}

—_
o

Percent of private worksites

50-99 100-249

1992 National Survey of Worksite Health Promotion Activities. 1992.

250-749
Size of worksite

(Number of employees)

SOURCE: Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services:

Total

750 and over

750

100-249 250-749 employees
50-99 employees employees employees and over Total
5 9 17 40 9

Figure 6. Percent of private worksites offering information or activities concerning
women and 75 percent of men) than are prenatal education by size of worksite: United States, 1992



(fewer than 8 percent) were less likely
to have access to such programs.

Since 1985 lung cancer has been
the leading cause of cancer deaths
among women in the United States.
Over the past 30 years, the lung cancer
death rate among women has increased
nearly 400 percent, due almost
exclusively to cigarette smoking (9).
During the same period, the rate among
men has tripled. Legislative prohibition
or restriction of smoking in public
places has been adopted by an
increasing number of State and local
governments (12).

Data from the National Survey of
Worksite Health Promotion Activities
indicate that in 1992, 57 percent of
private worksites reported that they had
a formal smoking policy in place that
prohibited or severely restricted smoking
at the workplacefigure 7). The
percentage increased with size of the
worksite, from 55 percent of worksites
with 50 to 99 employees to 73 percent
of worksites with at least 750
employees.

Data from NHIS fables 43—-4p
provide information on a person-basis,

National Survey of Worksite Health
Promotion Activities. NHIS data
indicate that in 1993 currently employed
women age 18 years and over were
more likely than men (66 percent
compared with 44 percent) to work for
an employer who restricted smoking.
Currently employed men were more
likely than currently employed women
(45 percent compared with 21 percent)
to work in jobs where smoking
restrictions were not applicable, such as
outdoor work. About 12 percent of
currently employed women, as
compared to 10 percent of currently
employed men, worked at worksites
where there was no smoking restriction.
For women and men, workers in
entertainment and retail trade were
among those most likely to work at
worksites where there was no smoking
restriction ¢able 43. Women in
construction and personal services were
also among those most likely to work at
such worksites. For men business repair
workers also were more likely to work
at worksites where there was no
smoking restriction.

Women working in private

as compared to the worksite basis of the household occupations, machine

Percent of private worksites

50-99 100-249

250-749

Size of worksite
(Number of employees)

SOURCE: Office of Disease Prevention and Health Promotion, U. S. Department of Health and Human Services:
1992 National Survey of Worksite Health Promotion Activities. 1992.

Total

750 and over

100-249

50-99 employees employees

750
employees
and over

250-749

employees Total

55 61

66 74 59

Figure 7. Percent of private worksites with a formal smoking policy at the workplace by

size of worksite: United States, 1992
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operators, handlers, and sales
occupations were less likely to work at
sites with smoking restrictions

(table 44. Men working as machine
operators, sales, precision production,
and other services were also less likely
to work at sites with smoking
restrictions.

Although 66 percent of working
women worked for employers who
restrict smoking, the percent of working
women age 65 years and over who
worked for such employers was only
48 percenttable 45. The age-related
pattern was also true for men (about
44 percent of workers younger than age
65 years, but only 17 percent of the
older workers). More educated women
and men were likely to work in
workplaces that restrict smoking, as did
white collar workers.

Chapter 6

his chapter presents information

Employee Benefits
I on employee health and
health-related benefits. These
benefits include paid and unpaid leave,

health care coverage, and disability
insurance.

Sources of Data

Three sources of Federal
Government data were used: The Survey
of Income and Program Participation
(SIPP) provided by the U.S. Bureau of
the Census, the Employee Benefits
Survey provided by the Bureau of Labor
Statistics of the U.S. Department of
Labor, and the National Health
Interview Survey (NHIS) provided by
the National Center for Health Statistics,
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. Information from
the Employee Benefits Survey was based
on reports by business establishments.
Data were not available by gender.
Further, the number of employees
impacted by programs varied by the size
of the establishment providing the
benefit. NHIS and SIPP data were from
personal interviews.
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Discussion

In 1992-93 paid maternity leave
was infrequent among all sectors of the
economy {able 4§. Unpaid leave was a
more frequent benefit and was more
common among public employees than
among private sector workers. One-half
of the women in the public sector used
unpaid maternity leave, whereas only
one-third of the women in the private
sector used this choice. Child care
assistance was available and used by
only 4 percent of the currently
employed. Public sector and full-time
employees were more likely than private
sector and part-time workers to
participate in such assistance. Further,
for all types of benefits, part-time
employees were less likely to be
participating.

Much of the data in the 1992-93
Employee Benefits Survey were
collected before the effective date of the
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993.
This law requires employers with 50
employees or more to provide up to 12
weeks of unpaid family and medical
leave during any 12-month period,
effective August 5, 1993. A survey
conducted by the Commission on
Family and Medical Leave estimated
that 10.8 percent of all U.S. private
sector worksites employing more than
one-half (59.5 percent) of the private

100 |

0 I

80 I

70 I

60 I~

50 I©

Percent of population

40 I°

30 I

20 I

10 I

Ml 070 FH 1904

Women Men

Retired workers

Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office. 1996.

SOURCE: Social Security Administration, Office of Research and Statistics: Facts and figures about Social Security, 1995.

Women Men

Disabled workers

Type of worker

1970 1994

Retired workers:

32
44

81
93

17
35

56
71

Figure 8. Percent of population 20 years of age and over insured for Old Age, Survivor,
and Disability Insurance by sex and type of coverage: United States, 1970 and 1994

The data do not distinguish which

sector employees are covered by the act hoysehold member is the subscriber.

(13).

Another work and health-related
benefit (not shown inable 4§ is Old
Age, Survivor, and Disability Insurance
(OASDI), also known as Social
Security. OASDI is obtained and
contributions are made through the
work- place. In 1994, 81 percent of
adult women (compared to 93 percent of
adult men) were insured for retired
worker benefits programdigure § (14).
In 1994, 56 percent of adult women
(compared to 71 percent of adult men)
were insured for disabled worker benefit
programs. For both genders, the
percentage insured for disabled worker
benefit programs more than doubled
since 1970.

Table 47displays the proportion of
adults having health care coverage by
type of coverage. These data from the

Further, because each type of coverage
is assessed separately and individuals
may be covered by more than one type
of coverage, the percents do not add to
100 percent.

Although the proportion of currently
employed who have private health care
coverage is greater than that of
individuals not in the labor force, the
proportions do not differ by gender. The
similarity is apparent among those under
65 years of age and those 65 years and
older. Black and Hispanic employees
were less likely than white employees to
have private health insurance. Further,
the proportion covered by private plans
increased with education. Currently
employed women and women not in the
labor force were more likely than men
in the comparable groups to use
Medicaid as a source of health care

NHIS are assessed on a household basisggyerage.

Among the population age 65 years
and over, Medicare provides coverage to
about 85 to 90 percent of the population.
For both genders, the proportion covered
by Medicare was greater among those
not in the labor force as compared to
the currently employed.

Between 1990 and 1992, women
were slightly less likely than men to
have had lapses in health insurance
coverage fijgure 9 (15). Women were
more likely than men to participate in
Medicare and Medicaid, thereby
decreasing the chance of lapses in
coverage. Black and Hispanic persons,
younger, and less educated individuals
were more likely to experience lapses in
health insurance.

With regard to private health
insurance, in 1993 more than 70 percent
of the currently employed received
insurance through the employer or union
(table 4§. The exceptions were among
farming, forestry, and fishing
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Type of worker Percent
Allpersons . .. ............ .. .. ... 25
Women . ... 24
Men . ... .. .. 27
White . .. ... 24
Black . . . ....... .. ... 36
Hispanic origin . . .. ................... 48
Under18years . ..............ooou... 29
18-21years .. .. ... .. 48
22-24 y€arS . . ... 47
25-34years ... ... 32
35-44years . ... ... 22
45-64 years ... ... 19
65yearsandover . . . ... ... 1
No high school diploma . . ... ............ 30
No collegedegree . . . . ... ... ... ..... 25
College degree . .. ....... ... . . ... .. ... 13

Figure 9. Percent of population without health insurance for at least 1 month in a 32-
month period by sex, race, ethnicity, age, and education: United States, February 1990 to

September 1992

occupations, where less than one-half of and women with regard to the amount

the currently employed received
insurance through the employer or
union. Service workers, especially

women, were also less likely than blue
or white collar occupational groups to
obtain health insurance through work.

of the premium that the employer or

union paid. Only about one-half of the

people who were not in the labor force
obtained health care coverage through

an employer or union of the family
member. There was no difference

There was little difference between men between men and women.

In 1992 and 1993, health care

coverage provided by the employer
health programs was similar for State
and local governments and for medium
and large private establishments

(table 49. Small private establishments
were more likely to provide health care
programs with coverage subject to
limits.
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Table 1. Number and percent distribution of civilian noninstitutionalized persons 16 years of age and over, according to employment status
and sex: United States, 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 1994

[Data are based on census interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Civilian labor force Not in the labor force
Currently employed Unemployed
Total
Total labor force Percent Percent Percent
number in in Number in of total Number in of total Number in of total
Sex and year thousands thousands thousands population thousands population thousands population
Women
1950 .. ... 54,270 18,389 17,340 32.0 1,049 1.9 35,881 66.1
1960 . ... ... ... 61,582 23,240 21,874 35.5 1,366 2.2 38,343 62.3
1970 ... 72,782 31,543 29,688 40.8 1,855 25 41,239 56.7
1980 . .. ... 88,348 45,487 42,117 47.7 3,370 3.8 42,861 48.5
1990 . ... ..o 98,399 56,554 53,479 54.3 3,075 3.1 41,845 42.5
1994 . . ... 102,460 60,239 56,610 55.3 3,629 35 42,221 41.2
Men

1950 . .. ..o 50,725 43,817 41,578 82.0 2,239 4.4 6,906 13.6
1960 . ... ... 55,662 46,390 43,904 78.9 2,486 45 9,274 16.7
1970 . . ... 64,304 51,228 48,990 76.2 2,238 35 13,076 20.3
1980 ... ... 79,398 61,453 57,186 72.0 4,267 5.4 17,945 22.6
1990 . .. ... 89,650 68,234 64,435 71.9 3,799 4.2 21,417 23.9
1994 . ... 94,355 70,817 66,450 70.4 4,367 4.6 23,538 24.9

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Employment and Earnings, vol 28 no 1, 1981 and vol 42 no 1, 1995. Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office.
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Table 2. Labor force participation and unemployment rates for persons 16 years of age and over, by sex, race, and ethnicity: United States,
1980, 1990, and 1994

[Data are based on census interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Labor force participation rate* Unemployment rate?
Sex, race, and ethnicity 1980 1990 1994 1980 1990 1994
Women
Total . ................... 51.5 57.5 58.8 7.4 5.4 6.0
Race
White . . ... ... .. .. 51.2 57.5 58.9 6.5 4.6 5.2
Black . ................. 53.2 57.8 58.7 14.1 10.8 11.0
Asian American® . . ... ... ... --- 58.9 56.3 --- 4.2 6.6
American Indian® . . ... ... ... --- 55.8 59.2 --- 10.0 11.6
Ethnicity:
Non-Hispanic . . ........... 51.8 57.8 59.4 7.2 5.2 5.6
Hispanic: . .. ............. 47.8 53.0 52.9 10.7 8.3 10.7
Mexican . .............. 49.1 52.8 52.9 9.6 8.8 111
Puerto Rican . . .......... 37.2 42.8 449 12.6 8.9 12.4
Cuban ................ 54.0 55.9 50.9 6.5 75 8.4
Men
Total . ................... 77.4 76.1 75.1 6.9 5.6 6.2
Race
White . . ... ... . --- 76.9 75.9 6.1 4.8 54
Black . ........... . ..... --- 70.1 69.1 14.3 11.8 12.0
Asian American® . . ... ... ... --- 74.6 71.9 --- 4.3 6.4
American Indian® . .. ... ... .. --- 69.7 72.6 --- 14.4 13.3
Ethnicity:
Non-Hispanic . . ........... --- 77.0 74.6 5.9 5.4 5.8
Hispanic: . .. ............. --- 81.2 79.2 9.7 7.8 9.4
Mexican . . ............. --- 82.9 81.5 --- 7.9 9.5
Puerto Rican . . .......... --- 719 67.6 --- 9.3 11.0
Cuban ................ --- 74.8 70.3 --- 6.9 7.9

- - - Data not available.

1Labor force participation rate is the number of persons in the civilian labor force per 100 civilian noninstitutionalized persons.

2Unemployment rate is the number of unemployed per 100 persons in the civilian labor force.

SComputed from the March 1990 and March 1994 issues of Current Population Survey.

SOURCES: Women's Bureau, U. S. Department of Labor: Time Change: 1983 Handbook on Women Workers, 1983; 1993 Handbook on Women Workers: Trends & Issues, 1994; and Employment

and Earnings, vol 38 no 1, 1991 and vol 42 no 1, 1995. Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office. Data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the U.S.
Bureau of the Census.
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Table 3. Number and unemployment rate of persons 16 years of age and over in the civilian labor force, by age, race, and ethnicity,
according to sex: United States, 1980, 1990, and 1994

[Data are based on census interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population. The unemployment rate is the number of persons unemployed per 100 persons in the
civilian labor force]

Women Men
Age, race, and ethnicity 1980 1990 1994 1980 1990 1994
All Number in thousands
Total . ...... ... ... . . ... 44,574 56,554 60,239 60,146 68,234 70,817

Number unemployed per 100 persons in the civilian labor force

Total . ....... ... 7.4 5.4 6.0 6.9 5.6 6.2
Race
White . .. .......... .. ... 6.5 4.6 5.2 6.1 4.8 54
Black . ................. 14.1 10.8 11.0 14.3 11.8 12.0
Ethnicity:
Hispanic . ............... 10.7 8.3 10.7 9.7 7.8 9.4
Non-Hispanic . . ........... 7.2 5.2 5.6 6.7 5.4 5.8
Adults® Number in thousands
Total .. ... .. 40,243 53,010 56,655 55,234 64,368 66,921

Number unemployed per 100 persons in the civilian labor force

Total .. .................. 6.4 4.8 54 59 4.9 54
Race
White . . ...... ... . .. ... 5.6 4.1 4.6 5.2 4.3 4.8
Black . ........... . ..... 111 9.6 9.8 11.4 10.4 10.3
Ethnicity:
Hispanic . ............... 9.2 7.4 9.8 8.3 7.0 8.3
Non-Hispanic . ... ......... 6.2 4.6 5.0 5.8 4.7 5.1
Teenagers? Number in thousands
Total . .............. ... 4,331 3,544 3,584 4,912 3,866 3,896

Number unemployed per 100 persons in the civilian labor force

Total . .......... ... ..... 17.2 14.7 16.2 18.2 16.3 19.0
Race
White .. ............ .. .. 14.8 12.6 13.8 16.2 14.2 16.3
Black . ................. 39.9 30.0 32.6 37.4 32.1 37.6
Ethnicity:
Hispanic . ............... 23.7 195 22.4 21.7 19.6 19.9
Non-Hispanic . . ........... 16.8 14.3 15.5 17.9 15.9 18.9

Data include persons 20 years of age and over.
2Data include persons 16-19 years of age.

SOURCES: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Employment and Earnings, vol 28 no 1, 1981; vol 38 no 1, 1991 and vol 42 no 1, 1995. Washington: U.S. Government Printing
Office. Data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the U.S. Bureau of Census.
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Table 4. Number and percent distribution of civilian labor force participation among persons 16 years of age and over, by sex and
educational level, according to U.S. employment status: 1979, 1990, and 1994

[Data are based on census interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Civilian labor force Not in labor force
Employed Unemployed
Total Total
number in labor force Number in Percent of Number in Percent of Number in Percent of
Sex, educational level, and year thousands in thousands thousands population thousands population thousands population
Women
Less than 12 years:
1979 . . ..o 21,868 6,626 6,116 28.0 510 2.3 15,242 69.7
1990, March . .. ........... 21,549 6,567 5,792 26.9 775 3.6 14,982 69.5
1994, March . ... .......... 21,072 6,500 5,488 26.0 1,012 4.8 14,572 69.2
12 years:
1979 . . . . 27,495 14,710 14,033 51.1 677 25 12,785 46.5
1990, March ... ........... 38,163 22,508 21,240 55.7 1,268 3.3 15,654 41.0
1994, March . .. ........... 36,379 21,031 19,529 53.7 1,502 43 15,348 42.2
13-15 years:
1979 . . . 9,717 5,558 5,330 54.8 228 2.3 4,159 42.8
1990, March . .. ........... 21,043 14,128 13,539 64.3 589 2.8 6,914 32.9
1994, March . .. ........... 26,810 18,474 17,542 65.4 932 35 8,338 311
More than 15 years:
1979 . . . . 8,914 5,732 5,549 62.2 183 2.1 3,182 35.7
1990, March . . . ........... 17,398 12,935 12,685 72.9 250 14 4,463 25.7
1994, March . ... .......... 17,920 13,642 13,254 74.0 388 2.2 4,278 23.9
Men
Less than 12 years:
1979 . . .. 18,980 11,445 10,850 57.1 595 3.1 7,535 39.7
1990, March . ... .......... 20,196 10,656 9,398 46.5 1,258 6.2 9,540 47.2
1994, March . . ............ 19,795 10,014 8,480 42.8 1,534 7.8 9,780 49.4
12 years:
1979 . . . 19,425 16,589 16,042 82.6 547 2.8 2,836 14.6
1990, March . ... .......... 30,942 24,631 22,967 74.2 1,664 5.4 6,311 20.4
1994, March . . ............ 30,859 23,733 21,706 70.3 2,027 6.6 7,127 23.1
13-15 years:
1979 . . .. 9,210 8,040 7,823 85.0 217 2.4 1,170 12.7
1990, March . . . ........... 17,940 14,473 13,837 77.1 636 35 3,467 19.3
1994, March . ... .......... 22,992 18,238 17,092 74.3 1,146 5.0 4,755 20.7
More than 15 years:
1979 . . . . 12,286 11,094 10,905 88.7 189 1.5 1,192 9.7
1990, March . . . ........... 20,294 17,600 17,211 84.8 389 19 2,694 13.3
1994, March . ... .......... 20,381 17,532 17,018 83.5 514 25 2,849 14.0

SOURCES: 1979 data—Women'’s Bureau, U.S. Department of Labor: 1993 Handbook on Women Workers: Trends & Issues. 1994. Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office. Data computed by
the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 1990 and 1994 data—U.S. Bureau of the Census, U.S. Department of Commerce: Current Population
Survey. Data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.
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Table 5. Median weekly earnings of year-round, full-time workers 16 years of age and over by selected demographic characteristics:
United States, 1990

[Data are based on census interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Median earnings Women'’s earnings
Age, race, ethnicity, and as a percentage
educational level Women Men Earnings gap* of men’s earnings
Total .. ... .. $348 $485 $137 71.8
Age
16-24years . .............. $254 $283 $ 29 89.8
25-54years . ... $374 $512 $138 73.0
55yearsandover . ........... $342 $526 $184 65.0
Race
White . ... ... $355 $497 $142 71.4
Black . . . ........ ... . ... $308 $360 $ 52 85.6
Ethnicity
Hispanic . . ... ............. $280 $322 $ 42 87.0
Non-Hispanic . . .. ........... @) @) ® ®

Lindicates negative difference in dollars.
?Data not available in source publication.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Working Women: A Chartbook, 1991 and Employment and Earnings, vol 38 no 1, 1991. Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office.
Data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.

Table 6. Number and percent distribution of adults 18 years of age and over, by selected employment and demographic characteristics,
according to sex and family income: United States, 1993

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Family income of women* Family income of men?
Employment status,
age, race, ethnicity, Less than $10,000— $20,000— $35,000 Less than $10,000— $20,000— $35,000
and educational level $10,000 $19,000 $34,000 or more $10,000 $19,000 $34,000 or more

Number in thousands

Currently employed . . . ... ... .. 3,147 6,842 12,191 24,540 2,624 7,098 14,222 31,502
Unemployed . .............. 678 512 629 785 590 665 677 824
Not in labor force . . .......... 7,052 7,906 7,476 9,088 3,159 4,983 4,440 3,793
Currently employed Percent distribution
Total .. ........ ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Age:
18-29 years 48.1 33.3 29.0 20.7 55.3 40.2 29.2 18.2
30-44years .. ... ... 25.6 35.6 41.3 46.7 27.3 36.4 44.2 45.3
45-65years . ... ... ... 18.9 24.3 26.5 31.2 14.3 18.1 23.1 33.9
65 yearsandover .......... 7.3 6.8 3.2 15 3.2 5.3 35 2.6
Race:
White .. ......... ... ... 71.6 78.2 84.6 88.6 76.6 80.3 86.5 89.7
Black . ................. 22.4 185 11.9 6.9 185 155 10.0 6.2
Other . ................. 6.0 3.3 35 4.6 5.0 4.2 35 4.1
Ethnicity:
Hispanic . ............... 9.9 10.3 7.9 4.8 18.2 145 8.1 4.9
Non-Hispanic . . ........... 90.1 89.7 92.1 95.2 80.8 85.5 91.9 95.1

Educational level:

Lessthan12years . ... ...... 23.8 20.1 11.0 4.3 33.1 30.4 16.9 6.3
12years . ............... 38.7 46.3 46.7 333 31.7 41.4 45.4 30.7
13-15years . .. ........... 27.9 23.2 24.5 27.9 245 17.5 21.3 24.0
More than 15years . ........ 9.2 10.2 17.7 34.4 9.8 10.2 16.1 38.9
Unknown . . .............. *0.4 *0.2 *0.1 0.2 *0.9 *0.4 *0.3 *0.1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 6. Number and percent distribution of adults 18 years of age and over, by selected employment and demographic characteristics,
according to sex and family income: United States, 1993—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Family income of women* Family income of men?
Employment status,
age, race, ethnicity, Less than $10,000— $20,000— $35,000 Less than $10,000— $20,000— $35,000
and educational level $10,000 $19,000 $34,000 or more $10,000 $19,000 $34,000 or more
Unemployed Percent distribution
Total . ......... . ... . ..... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Age:
18-29years . .. ........... 51.6 44.6 41.7 15.4 53.6 395 37.6 37.8
30-44vyears . . ... 37.8 31.8 33.6 325 32.8 38.1 36.1 29.3
45-65years . . ... ... 8.1 21.1 22.2 36.5 12.3 20.9 24.1 30.6
65yearsandover .......... *2.5 *2.5 *2.5 15.6 *1.2 *1.5 *2.2 *2.4
Race:
White . ................. 57.3 724 82.4 84.8 75.0 435 82.3 82.6
Black . ........... .. ..., 36.6 24.4 13.9 10.1 22.7 22.1 13.1 11.9
Other . ................. *6.1 *3.2 *3.7 *5.1 *2.3 *4.4 *A.7 *5.5
Ethnicity:
Hispanic . ............... 7.9 13.6 9.3 7.9 14.3 11.0 9.2 8.1
Non-Hispanic . . ........... 92.1 86.4 90.7 92.1 85.7 89.0 90.8 91.9
Educational level:
Lessthan 12years . ......... 27.0 25.2 13.1 *6.5 37.8 31.7 18.5 8.4
12years . ............... 49.3 41.9 51.2 32.6 36.8 44.6 51.6 38.9
13-15years . ... .......... 17.9 21.2 19.7 23.7 18.3 18.5 214 27.8
More than 15years . ........ 58 11.7 16.0 37.2 *6.2 *5.2 *7.5 24.8
Unknown . ............... *— *— *— *— *0.9 — 8.5 *0.3
Not in labor force
Total . .......... ... . ..... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Age:
18-29 years 23.3 15.3 155 13.7 30.4 10.8 9.9 19.3
30-44vyears . . ... ... 15.6 15.4 18.3 30.2 15.0 11.7 6.7 5.6
45-65years . .. ... 18.3 19.7 24.3 31.1 22.4 20.3 211 26.9
65yearsandover .......... 42.8 49.6 41.8 25.0 32.2 57.2 62.3 48.2
Race:
White . ................. 72.1 84.5 90.2 90.8 69.4 82.4 88.7 79.8
Black . ........... . ..... 24.5 11.4 6.4 3.8 25.3 13.4 6.7 16.2
Other . ................. 34 4.0 34 5.4 5.3 4.2 4.6 4.0
Ethnicity:
Hispanic . ............... 12.4 11.2 7.1 4.8 9.6 8.7 5.1 35
Non-Hispanic . . ........... 87.6 88.8 92.9 95.2 90.4 91.3 94.9 96.5
Educational level:
Lessthan12vyears ... ....... 52.9 43.2 241 12.2 50.6 48.5 31.8 17.1
12years . ............... 31.8 39.5 46.3 379 27.4 32.2 35.8 30.2
13-15years . . ............ 115 11.8 18.7 249 16.7 11.9 17.8 22.6
More than 15years . ........ 3.1 4.9 10.6 245 4.4 6.8 14.0 29.4
Unknown . ............... 0.7 *0.5 *0.4 *0.5 *0.9 *0.6 *0.6 *0.7

Number of persons interviewed

Currently employed . . .. ....... 1,363 3,008 5,272 10,521 1,057 2,912 5,811 12,900
Unemployed . .............. 306 218 268 322 247 286 277 327
Not in labor force .. .......... 3,253 3,482 3,191 3,834 1,348 2,105 1,874 1,562

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

*— Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision and quantity zero.

LFamily income unknown for 7,922,000 women currently employed and 8,497,000 not in the labor force. For men family income unknown for 9,579,000 currently employed and 4,530,000 not in labor
force.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more
than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCES: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview
Statistics.



Series 3, No. 31 [0 Page 23

Table 7. Labor force participation and unemployment rates for adults 16 years of age and over, by marital status: United States, 1980,
1990, and 1994

[Data are based on census interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Sex, marital status, Total number Labor force Unemployment
and year in thousands participation rate* rate?
Women

Total:

1980 . . . .o 88,348 51.1 7.4

1990, March . . .. ... 98,152 57.2 51

1994, March . . ... ... . .. 102,182 58.4 6.4
Never married:

1980 . . . e 18,273 61.5 10.9

1990, March . . .. ... 21,088 66.4 8.2

1994, March . . ... ... . . 22,886 65.1 10.0
Married, spouse present:

1980 . . . o 49,699 50.1 5.8

1990, March . . .. ... 53,207 58.2 35

1994, March . . ... ... . . 54,198 60.6 4.5
Married, spouse absent:

1980 . o oot 3,243 59.4 &)

1990, March . . ... ... 3,535 63.6 8.9

1994, March . . . ... ... . .. 3,911 62.9 10.3
Widowed:

1980 . . 10,758 225 47.2

1990, March . . ... ... 11,477 19.5 4.2

1994, March . . ... ... .. 11,073 17.5 6.2
Divorced/separated:

1980 . . o 5,966 74.5 47.2

1990, March . .. ... 8,845 75.5 5.2

1994, March . .. ... ... ... 10,113 73.8 6.8

Men

Total:

1980 . . . 79,398 77.4 6.9

1990, March . . . ... ... . . 89,373 75.4 5.8

1994, March . . ... ... .. 94,027 73.9 7.6
Never married:

1980 . . oot ©® Q) 13.6

1990, March . . .. ... . 25,757 73.1 10.3

1994, March . . ... ... ... 28,352 71.8 12.5
Married, spouse present:

1980 . . oot ® &) 4.2

1990, March . . . ... ... . . 52,464 78.2 3.6

1994, March . . ... ... . 53,436 76.7 4.7
Married, spouse absent:

1980 . . 0 o ® ® ®

1990, March . .. ... ... ... 2,565 77.6 8.0

1994, March . . ... ... . 2,797 76.3 10.3
Widowed:

1980 . . oo ® ) 48.6

1990, March . . . ... ... . .. 2,331 22.3 5.6

1994, March . . ... ... . 2,220 21.3 7.2
Divorced/separated:

1980 . o oo ® &) 48.6

1990, March . . . ... ... . .. 6,256 80.0 7.3

1994, March . . ... ... .. 7,222 76.8 9.4

1Labor force participation rate is the number of persons in the civilian labor force per 100 civilian noninstitutionalized persons.
2Unemployment rate is the number of unemployed per 100 persons in the civilian labor force.

3Data not presented in source publication.

4Widowed and divorced/separated were not available separately.

SOURCES: 1980 data—Women: Women'’s Bureau, U.S. Department of Labor. Time of Change: 1983 Handbook on Women Workers. 1983. 1980 data—Men: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S.
Department of Labor. Employment and Earnings, vol 28 no 1, 1981. 1990 and 1994 data—U.S. Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce: Current Population Survey; data computed by the
Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the U.S. Bureau of the Census.

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 8. Labor force participation and unemployment rates for adults 18 years of age and over, by sex and work status of other adults in
the household: United States, 1993

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Sex and work status of Total in Labor force Unemployment
household adults* thousands participation rate? rate®
Women
Total . . ... 97,640 59.0 52
Other adults present:
No otherworkers . . . .................. 39,821 30.7 19.1
Atleastoneworking . ... ............... 42,255 90.9 0.9
No other adults present . . . ... ............ 15,563 44.9 4.5
Men
Total . . ... 89,174 76.6 4.8
Other adults present:
No otherworkers . . .. ... .............. 33,959 54.9 12.4
Atleastoneworking . . ................. 44,031 95.3 1.3
No other adults present . . ... ............. 11,184 68.6 4.8

Data include household members 18 years of age and over.
2Labor force participation rate is the number of persons in the civilian labor force per 100 civilian noninstitutionalized persons.
3Unemploymem rate is the number of unemployed per 100 persons in the civilian labor force.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview
Statistics.

Table 9. Percent of mothers 20 years of age and over employed at any time during the 12 months before delivery by birth characteristics,
according to race and educational level: United States, 1988

[Data are based on interview with mothers of recent live births]

Race Educational level of white mothers Educational level of black mothers
Live-birth order and interval 12 years More than 12 years More than
since last birth Total White Black or less 12 years or less 12 years

Allbirths . . ... ............. 70.3 71.4 64.6 63.0 75.9 50.8 71.9
Firstchild . ................ 88.1 89.6 81.9 83.0 92,5 75.0 84.2
Secondchild . .............. 67.2 66.9 67.8 58.2 71.2 58.9 73.4
More than 2 years since first . . . .. 70.0 70.1 70.9 61.1 735 55.5 76.8
2 years or less since first .. ..... 58.8 58.8 54.1 41.2 64.7 34.7 59.8
Third child ormore . . ......... 514 51.6 49.9 49.0 53.8 38.3 58.9
More than 2 years since second . . . 55.0 54.5 53.9 50.1 57.4 39.7 63.3
2 years or less since second . . ... 43.7 43.7 40.6 40.3 45.9 26.6 50.1

Number of women interviewed

Total . ............... .. .. 8,300 4,206 3,808 372 2,696 707 2,473

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix II.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Maternal and Infant Health Survey, 1988; data computed by the Office of Analysis, Epidemiology, and Health Promotion from data compiled by
the Division of Vital Statistics.
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Table 10. Number and percent of married mothers 16 years of age and over who worked during the year, by race and year, according to age

of youngest child and year-round, full-time status: United States, 1980, 1990, and 1992

[Data are based on census interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

With children under 6 years of age

With children 6-17 years of age

Total with children

Percent who

Percent who

Percent who

Percent who worked Percent who worked Percent who worked
Number in worked year round Number in worked year round Number in worked year round
Race and year thousands during year* full time? thousands during year* full time? thousands during year* full time?
Total®
1980 .. ....... 11,725 58.1 17.7 13,492 68.0 28.9 25,217 63.4 23.7
1990 ..., .. 12,099 67.9 28.0 12,294 77.6 40.0 24,393 72.8 34.0
1992 ... ... ... 11,942 67.1 30.6 12,764 78.4 42.6 24,706 72.9 36.8
White
1980 .. ....... 10,405 57.1 16.1 12,136 67.7 27.7 22,541 62.8 22.3
1990 ....... .. 10,686 67.7 26.4 10,823 77.6 38.3 21,504 72.7 324
1992 ... ... ... 10,495 66.4 29.1 11,207 78.4 41.7 21,702 72.6 35.6
Black
1980 .. ....... 899 69.7 32.3 1,025 69.8 40.2 1,924 69.8 36.5
1990 ....... .. 908 77.3 44.6 938 80.5 53.0 1,846 78.9 48.9
1992 ... ... ... 871 76.1 449 992 82.6 52.6 1,863 79.5 49.1
Iworked either full time (35 hours a week or more) or part time (less than 35 hours a week) during the year.
2Worked full time (35 hours a week or more) 50-52 weeks.
SIncludes races other than black and white.
SOURCE: Hayghe HV, Bianchi SM. “Married mothers’ work patterns: The job-family compromise.” Monthly Labor Review. June 1994.
Table 11. Labor force participation and unemployment rates for adults 18 years of age and over, by sex and presence in household of
persons with disabilities: United States, 1993
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]
Sex and presence Total number Labor force Unemployment Number of
of persons with disabilities in thousands participation rate* rate? persons interviewed
Women
Total . .......... .. .. ..... 97,640 56.0 5.2 42,389
Livingalone ............... 15,567 44.9 4.4 6,687
Living with no household member
having disabilites .. ......... 69,396 63.6 5.2 30,197
Living with at least one household
member having disabilities . . . . . . 12,677 51.4 6.0 5,505
Men
Total .. ........ ... ... .. 89,174 72.9 4.8 36,770
Livingalone ............... 11,184 68.6 4.8 4,544
Living with no household member
having disabilites . .......... 66,261 79.0 4.4 27,367
Living with at least one household
member having disabilities . . . . . . 11,729 70.3 6.7 4,859

1Labor force participation rate is number of persons in the civilian labor force per 100 civilian noninstitutionalized persons.

2Unemployment rate is the number of unemployed per 100 persons in the civilian labor force.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix II.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview

Statistics.
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Table 12. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 16 years of age and over, by industry, according to sex:
United States, 1980, 1990, and 1994

[Data are based on census interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Women Men

Industry 1980 1990 1994 1980 1990 1994

Number in thousands

All categories . . . . .................. 41,283 53,479 56,610 55,988 64,435 66,450

Percent distribution

Total ... ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries . .. ... ... 1.6 14 1.6 5.0 4.1 4.0
Mining . . ... ... 0.3 0.2 0.2 1.5 1.0 0.8
Construction . . .. ... ... 1.2 1.2 13 10.0 10.9 10.2
Manufacturing . . .. ....... ... .. ... 16.4 12.8 11.4 26.4 22.2 20.6
Transport, communications, and other

public utilities . . .. ... ... oL 3.9 4.3 4.4 8.5 9.0 9.4
Wholesaletrade . . . ................. 2.4 25 2.4 5.1 5.2 5.0
Retailtrade . ... ................... 19.8 19.0 19.0 13.8 14.7 15.4
Finance, insurance, and real estate . . . ... .. 8.3 8.8 8.5 4.4 5.2 5.0
Business and repair services . . .......... 3.0 5.4 4.7 45 7.0 7.0
Personal services . . . ... ....... . ..... 6.6 6.2 5.3 1.8 2.1 2.0
Entertainment and recreation services . . . . .. 1.0 11 1.6 1.1 1.4 1.8
Professional and related services . ........ 31.0 325 35.3 11.9 12.3 13.6
Public administration . . . ... ........... 4.5 4.5 4.4 6.0 5.0 5.0

SOURCES: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Employment and Earnings, vol 28 no 1, 1981; vol 38 no 1, 1991; and vol 42 no 1, 1995. Washington: U.S. Government Printing
Office.
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Table 13. Number and percent distribution of currently employed women 18 years of age and over, by industry, according to selected
sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1993

[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level
18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than
Industry Total* years years years and over White Black Hispanic Hispanic years years years 15 years

Number in thousands

All categories . . ... ........ 54,642 14,323 22,793 15,724 1,802 45,974 6,282 3,860 50,782 5,664 21,576 14,023 12,976

Percent distribution

Total . ................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Agriculture, forestry, and

fisheries . ... ........... 1.2 0.7 1.2 1.4 *2.8 1.3 *0.4 *1.3 1.1 1.9 1.4 0.9 0.7
Mining . . ... ... . 0.2 *0.2 0.3 *0.1 *0.0 0.2 *0.1 *0.1 0.2 *0.2 *0.2 *0.3 *0.2
Construction . . ........... 1.1 0.9 1.2 1.1 *1.2 1.3 *0.3 *0.9 1.1 *0.6 1.3 1.4 0.7
Manufacturing . . .. ........ 12.0 10.0 12.9 12.9 8.8 12.1 11.3 16.5 11.7 221 14.3 9.3 6.9
Transport, communications,

and other public utilities . .. .. 4.2 35 5.2 3.7 *1.1 4.1 5.2 4.0 4.2 2.0 4.8 4.8 3.7
Wholesale trade . . . ........ 1.8 1.6 1.9 2.0 *1.3 2.0 0.8 1.9 1.8 2.1 2.0 2.1 1.2
Retail trade . . . ........... 17.6 26.5 14.3 141 18.8 18.2 12,5 18.0 17.6 24.0 22.2 17.3 7.7
Finance, insurance, and

realestate . . .. .......... 8.4 9.1 8.7 7.4 6.5 8.4 8.2 6.7 8.5 2.2 9.3 10.5 7.5
Business and repair services . . . 4.3 4.5 4.3 4.0 45 4.3 4.2 4.2 4.3 4.7 4.2 4.1 4.6
Personal services . . ........ 5.1 5.2 4.4 5.4 11.3 4.7 7.4 8.3 4.9 12.0 6.2 4.1 14
Entertainment and recreation

Services . ... 1.4 2.4 1.0 0.9 *1.2 1.4 0.9 *1.0 1.4 *1.0 1.2 1.8 1.3
Professional and related

SEIVICeS . . . . ... 35.6 29.9 37.2 39.1 30.3 35.6 38.3 29.4 36.1 22.2 25.9 36.8 57.2
Public administration . .. ..... 4.5 2.8 5.0 55 4.2 4.2 6.9 4.8 4.5 1.5 4.7 4.8 5.4
Unknown industry . . ........ 2.6 2.4 2.4 2.4 8.0 2.4 3.7 3.0 2.6 35 2.3 1.9 1.6

Number of persons interviewed

Total .................. 23,633 6,018 10,037 6,793 785 19,453 3,232 1,632 22,001 2,469 9,399 6,053 5,524

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

0.0 Quantity more than zero but less than 0.05.
Lincludes women of races other than black and white and women with unknown education.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more
than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview
Statistics.
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Table 14. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 16 years of age and over, by occupation, according to sex:
United States, 1980, 1990, and 1994

[Data are based on census interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Women Men

Occupation 1980 1990 1994 1980 1990 1994

Number in thousands

Allcategories . . .. .. ... . ... 41,283 53,479 56,610 55,988 64,435 66,450

Percent distribution

Total .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Executive, administrative, and managerial occupations . . . . . . 6.9 11.1 12.4 14.4 13.8 14.0
Professional specialty occupations® . . .. .............. 10.2 15.1 16.3 3.3 12.0 12.5
Technicians and related support occupations? . . . .. ....... 6.6 35 3.6 12.2 3.0 2.8
Salesoccupations . . . . . ... 6.8 13.1 12.8 6.0 11.2 114
Administrative support occupations . . .. ... ........... 35.1 27.8 26.0 6.4 5.9 5.8
Private household occupations . . . .. ................ 25 1.4 1.4 0.0 0.0 0.0
Protective service occupations . . ... ................ 0.3 0.5 0.7 2.3 2.6 2.8
Service occupations, except protective and household . . . . .. 16.7 15.8 15.7 6.5 7.1 7.4
Farming, forestry, and fishing occupations . . . ... ........ 12 1.0 1.2 4.0 4.4 4.4
Precision production, craft, and repair occupations . . . . ... .. 18 2.2 2.2 21.0 19.4 18.4
Machine operators, assemblers, and inspectors . . . ....... 10.0 6.0 5.2 1.1 7.5 7.2
Transportation and material moving occupations . . ... ... .. 0.7 0.8 0.9 5.7 6.8 7.0
Handlers, equipment cleaners, helpers, and laborers . . ... .. 12 1.6 1.6 7.0 6.2 6.1
Unknown occupation and Armed Forces . . .. ........... 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.2

0.0 Quantity more than zero but less than 0.05.
For 1980 data professional specialty occupations include health workers and teachers except college.
2For 1980 data technical and related support occupations include other professional and technical.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Employment and Earnings, vol 38 no 1, 1981; vol 38 no 1, 1991; and vol 42 no 1, 1995. Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office.
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Table 15. Number and percent distribution of currently employed women 18 years of age and over, by occupation, according to selected
sociodemographic characteristics: United States, 1993

[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level
18-29 3044 4564 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than
Occupation Total* years years years and over White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years

Number in thousands
All categories . . . .. ... ..... 54,642 14,323 22,793 15,724 1,802 45,974 6,282 3,860 50,782 5,664 21,576 14,023 12,976

Percent distribution

Total . ................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Executive, administrative, and

managerial .. ........... 124 9.0 14.2 13.0 9.8 12.8 8.6 7.6 12.7 3.7 9.3 13.8 19.9
Professional specialty

occupations . . . ... .. ... .. 16.7 13.4 19.1 17.1 9.9 17.2 12.8 10.6 17.2 2.2 3.8 13.6 48.3
Technicians and related

support occupations . . . ... .. 3.7 3.9 4.3 3.0 *1.4 3.7 3.9 2.9 3.8 *0.9 2.6 6.1 4.4
Sales occupations . . . . ... ... 11.7 16.0 9.5 10.6 14.0 12.1 8.4 11.6 11.7 12.5 13.4 12.6 7.6
Administrative support

occupations . . ... .. ... ... 25.4 25.9 24.8 26.4 21.4 26.0 23.9 24.6 25.5 10.9 32.8 32.7 12.2
Private household occupations . . 1.2 11 0.9 1.2 4.0 1.0 24 3.9 1.0 4.9 11 0.6 *0.2
Protective service occupations . . 0.7 0.8 0.6 0.6 *0.9 0.6 14 *0.6 0.7 *0.5 0.7 0.9 *0.4
Service occupations except

protective/household . . ... .. 15.3 18.5 13.9 13.9 19.4 14.1 22.4 17.8 15.1 33.7 19.6 12.0 3.8
Farming, forestry, and

fishing occupations . . ...... 0.9 0.6 0.9 1.1 *2.6 1.0 *0.2 1.7 0.9 2.0 1.1 0.7 *0.3
Precision production, craft,

and repair occupations . . .. .. 2.0 15 21 2.3 *1.4 2.0 17 2.7 19 3.7 2.7 1.6 0.5
Machine operators,

assemblers, and inspectors . . . 5.3 4.5 5.3 6.0 5.1 4.9 7.6 10.7 4.9 17.3 7.1 21 0.6
Transportation and material

moving occupations . . ... ... 0.9 0.7 1.0 1.0 *0.5 0.9 1.3 *1.1 0.9 1.4 1.4 0.7 *0.1
Handlers, equipment cleaners,

helpers, and laborers . ... ... 1.5 2.0 1.3 1.5 *1.6 1.5 1.9 1.8 1.5 3.0 2.2 0.9 *0.4
Unknown occupation and Armed

Forces . . .............. 2.4 2.3 2.2 2.3 8.1 2.2 3.6 24 2.4 3.2 2.1 1.7 1.4

Number of persons interviewed

Total . ................. 23,633 6,018 10,037 6,793 785 19,453 3,232 1,632 22,001 2,469 9,399 6,053 5,524

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.
Lincludes races other than black and white and unknown education.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more
than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by Division of Health Interview
Statistics.
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Table 16. Number and percent distribution of employed persons in nonagricultural industries, by sex, age, race, and marital status,
according to full- and part-time status: United States, 1980, 1990, and 1994

[Data are based on census interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Total number in thousands Full time as percent of employed Part time as percent of employed
Sex, age, race, and marital status 1980 1990 1994 1980 1990 1994 1980 1990 1994
Total . ......... .. ... . ... 88,325 108,697 114,233 81.5 82.0 73.9 18.5 18.0 26.1
Women
Total . ........ . .. ... ... 37,931 49,551 52,697 71.8 73.9 65.0 28.2 26.1 35.0
Age:
16-19vyears ... .............. 3,385 2,864 2,837 38.3 30.8 233 61.7 69.2 76.7
20yearsandover . ............ 34,546 46,688 49,860 75.1 76.5 67.4 24.9 23.5 32.6
Race:
White .. ... ... 33,102 42,226 44,301 71.0 72.8 64.0 29.0 27.2 36.0
Black . .................... 4,829 5,655 6,246 775 80.2 711 225 19.8 28.9
Marital status:
Never married . . . ............. 9,725 12,314 12,314 66.7 68.7 63.5 333 31.3 43.4
Married, spouse present . .. ...... 20,924 27,228 28,964 71.3 73.4 65.1 28.7 26.6 34.9
Widowed, divorced, or separated . . . . 7,282 10,009 10,565 80.3 81.6 71.8 19.7 18.4 28.2
Men
Total . ......... ... ... ... 50,394 59,146 61,536 88.8 88.7 81.5 11.2 11.3 18.5
Age:
16-19years .. ... ............ 3,571 2,927 2,855 46.7 39.2 32.0 53.3 60.8 68.0
20 yearsandover ............. 46,824 56,218 58,681 92.1 91.3 83.9 7.9 8.7 16.1
Race:
White . . ... ... 45,275 51,659 53,074 89.0 89.0 81.7 11.0 11.0 18.2
Black . .................... 5,120 5,529 5,884 87.3 87.3 79.7 12.7 12.7 20.3
Marital status:
Never married . . . ............. 11,840 15,476 16,368 73.0 76.0 69.6 27.0 24.0 30.4
Married, spouse present . .. ...... 34,434 37,412 38,313 94.1 93.7 86.4 5.9 6.3 13.6
Widowed, divorced, or separated . . . . 4,121 6,257 6,855 90.7 90.5 82.8 9.3 9.5 17.2

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Employment and Earnings, vol 28 no 1, 1981; vol 38 no 1, 1991; and vol 42 no 1, 1995. Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office.



Table 17. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over, by sex and reported exposure to substances or radiatio
regarding exposure, according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1992

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian nonintitutionalized population]

n at work and concern

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex and reported exposure
to substance or radiation and 18-29 30-44 45-65 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than  White Blue
level of concern Total* years years years and over White  Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar  Service collar  Farm?
Women Number in thousands
Total . ......... ... . ... 53,189 13,868 22,405 5,222 1,694 44,792 6,415 3,460 49,729 5,465 21,942 13,588 12,128 37,626 8,759 5,141 622
Percent distribution
Total . ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Reported exposure to
substances believed to be
harmful if breathed or on skin:
Yes ... 23.0 25.3 23.6 21.7 *7.8 23.0 25.1 24.2 229 28.8 23.2 22.6 20.7 17.6 36.1 415 42.8
No . ... . 73.7 719 73.0 75.7 79.9 73.9 71.7 70.7 73.9 65.9 73.0 75.3 76.6 80.2 61.8 54.0 44.1
Don'tknow . . ............. 33 2.8 34 2.6 12.3 3.1 *3.2 *5.0 3.2 53 3.9 2.1 2.7 2.2 *2.1 *4.5 *13.1
Reported exposure to radiation®:
Yes ... 4.8 55 5.7 3.2 *0.9 5.0 35 *4.2 4.8 *1.9 2.3 7.1 8.0 4.9 5.7 *2.8 *6.5
No . ... 92.0 91.7 91.1 93.9 88.8 91.9 93.8 89.8 92.2 93.3 94.2 90.1 89.5 92.5 92.5 95.1 79.8
Dontknow . . ............. 3.2 2.8 3.2 3.0 *10.3 3.1 *2.7 6.0 3.1 4.8 35 2.8 2.6 2.6 *1.9 *2.2  *13.8
Number in thousands
Reported exposure only . . . ... .. 12,813 3,677 5,549 3,439 148 10,850 1,637 852 11,962 1,598 5,229 3,254 2,733 7,060 3,290 2,159 266
Percent distribution
Reported exposure only . . . ... .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Concern level:
Very concerned . . .. ........ 25.6 215 27.6 26.6 * 23.4 39.2 *16.9 26.2 24.4 27.4 24.1 24.4 23.6 27.1 27.6 *
Somewhat concerned . . ... ... 27.3 30.1 27.7 243 * 275 27.0 45.3 26.0 26.9 26.4 27.7 28.8 27.0 22.0 39.4 *
Slightly concerned . . .. ... ... 22.7 21.0 26.7 18.4 * 235 155 *14.2 23.3 *14.3 19.4 29.5 25.9 25.2 22.1 15.7 *
Not at all concerned . . ... .... 22.7 24.4 17.0 28.8 * 244  *134 *20.9 22.8 31.1 24.9 18. 18.1 22.4 26.2 16.6 *
Unknown . . .............. *1.8 *2.9 *1.0 *1.9 * *1.2 *4.9 *2.7 *1.7 *3.4 *1.9 *— *2.8 *1.8 *2.6 *0.8 *
Men Number in thousands
Total . ......... ... ... 63,813 17,284 26,630 17,673 2,226 54,909 6,335 4,459 59,354 8,031 23,510 13,969 18,220 31,574 6,207 22,780 2,631
Percent distribution
Total . ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Reported exposure to
substances believed to be
harmful if breathed or on skin:
Yes ... 39.1 41.7 43.0 33.3 18.5 39.3 38.4 32.0 39.6 41.1 48.2 40.8 24.9 25.4 43.6 56.1 50.1
No . ... . 57.4 55.7 53.4 63.1 74.6 57.3 57.5 59.7 57.3 52.2 48.2 56.7 72.5 72.1 52.9 40.2 43.5
Dontknow . ... ........... 35 2.7 3.6 3.6 *6.9 34 *4.1 8.3 3.1 6.8 3.6 25 2.6 25 *3.5 3.8 *6.4

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 17. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over, by sex and reported exposure to substances or radiatio
regarding exposure, according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1992—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian nonintitutionalized population]

n at work and concern

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex and reported exposure
to substance or radiation and 18-29 30-44 45-65 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than  White Blue
level of concern Total* years years years and over White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar  Service collar  Farm?
Men—Con. Percent distribution
Reported exposure to radiation®:
Yes ... 6.3 4.7 8.0 5.7 *3.6 6.4 5.8 4.5 6.5 4.8 5.4 8.1 6.8 6.8 8.4 59 *1.5
No ...... ... 89.7 91.7 88.1 90.3 89.5 89.7 89.1 88.8 89.8 88.9 90.2 87.9 91.0 90.8 87.0 89.5 92.1
Don'tknow . . ............. 4.0 3.7 3.8 4.1 *6.9 3.9 *5.1 6.8 3.8 6.3 4.4 4.1 2.2 25 *4.6 4.7 *6.4
Number in thousands
Reported exposure only . .. ... .. 25,927 7,514 11,829 6,465 419 22,452 2,555 1,508 24,419 3,405 11,635 5,959 4,864 8,688 2,862 12,923 1,332
Percent distribution
Reported exposure only . .. ... .. 100.0  100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Concern level:
Very concerned . . .. ........ 27.0 23.1 27.6 30.1 *36.0 23.1 57.0 29.3 26.9 30.7 27.2 28.3 22.0 24.5 30.7 27.4 29.6
Somewhat concerned . . ... ... 27.3 28.1 27.8 26.3 *14.6 28.4 21.3 29.8 27.1 254 28.9 28.5 23.2 20.6 30.6 30.5 33.1
Slightly concerned . . . ... .... 26.0 30.5 25.5 22.4 *13.2 27.8 *105 25.2 26.1 19.2 27.3 23.9 30.6 28.3 20.9 26.1 216
Not at all concerned . . .. ... .. 18.5 18.4 17.1 20.7 *32.6 19.6 *10.2 14.9 18.8 246 155 17.2 233 25.0 17.8 150 *14.2
Unknown . .. ............. *1.1 *— *2.1 *0.6 *3.6 *1.1 *1.0 *0.9 *1.2 *0.2 *1.0 *2.1 *1.0 *1.5 *— *1.0 *1.5
Number of persons interviewed
Women . ................. 3,600 924 1,559 968 149 2,968 525 312 3,288 400 1,421 936 839 2,525 621 345 40
Reported exposure . . ... ... .. 846 239 385 210 12 709 118 66 780 103 344 217 182 476 219 132 17
Men . ...... .. ... .. . ... .. 3,620 953 1,622 914 131 3,148 341 369 3,251 479 1,247 821 1,029 1,820 357 1,255 150
Reported exposure . . ... ... .. 1,443 406 708 301 28 1,259 132 125 1,318 195 623 343 279 487 161 708 79

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

*—Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision and quantity zero.

Lincludes races other than black and white and unknown occupations and unknown education.

2Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.
SExcludes exposure to computer screens.

“Data not presented because based on 20 or fewer interviewed persons.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview Statistics.
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Table 18. Number and percent of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over, by sex and substance categories to which hands and arms are exposed at
to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1988

[Data are based on household interviews of civilian, noninstitutionalized population]

work, according

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
18-29  30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than  White Blue
Sex and substance category Total* years years years and over White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar ~ Service collar  Farm?
Reporting at least one exposure Number in thousands
Women .................. 24,424 8,200 9,620 6,012 592 20,608 3,036 1,612 22,816 3,936 10,696 5,512 4,248 13,248 7,160 3,456 512
Men . ... ... . ... . 39,196 13,032 15,652 9,536 976 34,376 3,640 3,000 36,196 7,616 17,436 8,436 5,588 12,024 4,016 20,504 2,536
Industrial chemicals Percent

Women . ................. 25.6 27.2 27.0 23.0 11.7 26.5 20.0 25.7 25.5 28.7 26.1 23.6 25.2 20.8 32.1 43.4 52.0

Men . .......... ... . ... 51.7 56.8 52.0 47.3 38.0 52.8 45.1 49.8 51.9 62.1 63.8 51.5 271 31.8 443 74.3 76.0
Soaps, detergents, or
disinfecting solutions

Women .................. 31.8 35.0 31.0 30.1 24.8 31.6 33.6 33.7 31.7 44.9 32.9 30.1 241 22.7 723 27.9 52.5

Men . ... . ... ... . 38.3 45.4 38.1 325 24.3 38.6 35.7 39.7 38.2 42.2 46.7 40.6 21.2 24.7 58.9 47.9 56.1
Agricultural products

Women . ................. 21.6 26.2 19.3 19.7 18.2 21.2 24.6 20.8 21.6 34.3 23.7 18.9 13.1 14.0 55.5 13.6 73.7

Men . ........... ... . ... 20.9 26.3 19.4 17.1 21.2 20.9 20.9 26.2 20.5 29.0 23.9 225 9.8 121 48.1 18.2 85.6

Other
Women . ................. 10.2 10.4 11.0 9.3 *3.8 10.4 8.5 10.8 10.1 10.0 9.8 10.3 10.8 8.7 114 18.0 *10.2
Men . ........ ... .. . ... 12.0 13.5 13.1 9.3 *5.8 12.0 10.5 115 12.0 11.6 13.8 13.8 7.7 8.4 11.2 16.7 8.4
Number of persons interviewed
Women . ................. 6,381 2,019 2,634 1,513 215 5,205 993 374 6,007 1,068 2,692 1,448 1,165 3,382 1,961 898 123
Men . ... .. 8,262 2,491 3,484 2,039 248 7,236 835 570 7,692 1,563 3,559 1,830 1,285 2,588 867 4,235 546

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.
YIncludes races other than black and white and unknown education.

2Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview Statistics.
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Table 19. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over, by sex and length of time spent daily at specified types o
according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1988

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

f work activity,

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
18-29 3044 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than ~ White Blue
Work activity and hours spent Total* years years years and over White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar ~ Service collar Farm?
Women Number in thousands
Total . .................. 52,333 16,387 20,802 13,518 1,627 44,449 6,224 3,374 48,959 6,188 22,257 12,824 10,964 37,043 8,669 5,859 598
Percent distribution
Total . .................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Repeated strenuous physical
activity:
None . ................ 76.7 74.2 77.0 78.0 85.8 76.7 75.5 76.7 76.7 64.9 74.8 77.4 86.2 83.3 60.2 62.6 41.0
Lessthan2 hours ......... 7.4 8.5 7.2 6.6 4.3 7.7 5.4 7.3 7.4 8.5 7.0 8.4 6.2 6.8 10.3 6.5 11.5
2-3hours .............. 4.7 52 4.5 4.3 4.1 4.8 4.0 4.0 4.7 6.4 4.9 4.9 3.0 3.5 7.9 5.8 18.0
4hoursormore. .......... 9.8 10.9 9.7 9.4 3.8 9.5 12.3 10.3 9.8 17.1 11.7 8.2 3.7 55 19.1 22.4 23.2
Unknown . . ............. 1.5 1.3 1.6 1.8 *2.0 1.4 2.8 *1.6 1.5 3.1 1.6 1.2 1.0 1.0 2.5 2.8 *6.3
Repeated bending, twisting, or
reaching:
None ................. 60.1 55.7 61.8 61.4 71.2 60.6 55.3 56.8 60.3 41.0 56.2 63.4 75.0 69.6 35.1 40.6 23.5
Lessthan2 hours . ........ 6.2 6.5 5.9 6.6 5.0 6.4 5.1 7.8 6.1 6.2 5.8 7.2 6.1 6.3 7.2 4.4 9.2
2-3hours .............. 7.7 8.6 7.4 7.0 7.1 8.0 6.4 7.1 7.7 8.7 8.1 7.7 6.1 6.9 11.2 6.2 20.3
4hoursormore........... 235 27.1 22.7 21.8 12.3 22.9 28.3 26.9 233 40.0 27.1 20.1 10.7 15.6 42.4 44.8 345
Unknown . .. ............ 25 2.1 2.3 3.2 4.3 2.2 4.9 *1.5 2.6 4.1 2.8 1.6 2.1 1.7 4.1 4.0 12.6
Bending or twisting of hands
or wrists:
None ................. 52.6 50.7 53.5 52.1 63.3 52.7 51.8 50.0 52.8 37.4 47.3 54.4 69.6 59.8 41.2 26.0 24.4
Lessthan2 hours ......... 2.7 25 25 3.2 3.1 2.7 2.6 3.4 2.7 3.3 2.2 3.0 3.0 2.7 3.0 1.5 *6.7
2-3hours .............. 5.9 6.2 5.7 5.7 7.1 5.9 5.0 4.5 6.0 6.2 5.4 6.8 5.8 5.4 7.9 4.8 19.0
4hoursormore . .......... 35.9 38.1 35.6 35.3 22.0 36.1 35.8 40.2 35.6 47.8 421 33.6 19.3 29.9 43.2 63.5 37.0
Unknown .. ............. 2.9 25 2.6 3.8 4.6 2.7 4.9 1.9 3.0 5.5 3.0 21 2.3 2.2 4.7 4.2 13.0
Hand operation of
vibrating machinery:
None ................. 91.4 89.6 91.8 92.5 94.5 91.9 88.0 88.1 91.6 85.1 90.3 92.9 95.4 95.4 83.6 78.5 79.5
Lessthan2 hours ......... 2.8 33 2.6 2.4 *2.0 2.8 2.4 3.7 2.7 4.5 2.6 2.6 2.3 1.7 7.1 2.8 9.6
2-3hours .............. 14 15 15 1.2 *1.0 1.3 2.2 *1.6 14 21 1.6 1.2 1.0 0.7 3.7 2.6 *2.5
4 hoursormore . . ......... 35 4.8 3.3 2.7 *0.8 33 5.9 55 3.4 6.7 4.6 2.7 0.7 1.6 45 14.1 *5.7
Unknown . .............. 0.9 0.7 0.8 1.2 *1.7 0.8 1.6 *1.1 0.9 15 1.0 0.6 0.6 0.6 11 21 *2.8

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 19. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over, by sex and length of time spent daily at specified types o
according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1988—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

f work activity,

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than  White Blue
Work activity and hours spent Total* years years years and over White  Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar  Service collar Farm?
Men Number in thousands
Total . ................... 63,852 18,945 25590 17,288 2,029 55,702 6,150 4,551 59,301 10,080 23,954 13,683 15,945 29,926 5615 25,363 2,732

Percent distribution

Total . ................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Repeated strenuous physical

activity:
None .................. 60.4 52.3 60.4 67.3 76.1 60.2 61.2 535 60.9 44.7 48.7 62.2 86.3
Lessthan2 hours . ......... 7.9 9.0 8.2 6.6 5.9 8.2 4.8 8.7 7.9 8.4 9.0 9.7 45
2-3hours ............... 7.2 75 7.5 6.7 4.8 75 5.0 6.0 7.3 8.8 9.3 71 3.1
4hoursormore . ........... 215 28.4 21.0 16.2 10.0 21.2 25.3 27.9 211 33.3 29.3 18.8 4.6
Unknown . ............... 3.0 2.8 29 3.3 3.3 2.9 3.7 3.9 2.9 4.8 3.7 2.3 1.4

Repeated bending, twisting, or

reaching:
None . ................. 48.8 39.5 50.7 54.5 63.7 49.2 42.9 39.5 49.6 28.3 35.0 51.6 80.3
Lessthan2 hours .......... 53 53 52 53 54 53 5.3 4.6 5.3 5.1 5.3 6.9 3.9
2-3hours . .............. 7.6 8.8 7.6 6.4 7.2 7.8 6.8 7.0 7.7 7.2 9.0 8.8 4.9
4hoursormore . ........... 34.5 43.0 33.0 29.3 19.5 34.2 39.4 44.7 33.7 53.3 46.4 29.6 9.0
Unknown . .. ............. 3.8 3.4 3.6 4.5 4.1 35 5.6 4.3 3.7 6.1 4.4 3.1 1.9

Bending or twisting of hands

or wrists:
None . ................. 46.8 39.5 48.5 50.6 62.8 46.8 45.5 38.1 47.5 28.0 35.2 50.4 73.1
Lessthan2 hours . ......... 3.2 35 3.0 3.2 2.7 3.3 3.2 25 3.3 3.1 35 3.3 2.8
2-3hours . .............. 6.0 6.1 6.3 55 5.1 6.1 5.2 5.4 6.0 55 6.4 7.3 4.4
4hoursormore . ........... 40.4 47.7 38.6 36.7 24.9 40.5 40.9 49.1 39.7 57.6 50.6 36.3 175
Unknown . . .............. 3.6 3.2 3.6 4.1 45 3.4 5.2 5.0 35 5.7 4.3 2.7 2.2

Hand operation of vibrating

machinery:
None . ................. 73.0 67.9 73.2 77.0 83.8 73.0 71.2 68.7 73.3 60.8 65.4 74.3 91.1
Lessthan2 hours . ......... 7.1 8.1 7.2 6.2 4.6 7.4 5.9 5.6 7.3 6.0 9.1 8.8 3.6
2-3hours . .............. 5.6 6.4 5.9 4.8 *1.5 5.7 55 6.0 5.6 8.3 7.3 5.2 1.7
4hoursormore . . .......... 11.6 15.1 11.5 8.7 6.7 115 13.3 17.8 11.2 20.7 15.0 9.7 2.6
unknown . .. ............. 2.6 25 2.2 3.2 3.4 25 4.0 18 2.7 4.3 3.3 2.1 1.0

Number of persons interviewed

Women . ................. 13,755 4,021 5,736 3,440 558 11,285 2,081 796 12,959 1,680 5,617 3,385 3,049
Men . ...... ... ... 13,653 3,689 5,741 3,714 509 11,875 1,415 878 12,775 2,097 4,914 2,968 3,634

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

814 59.0 39.6 26.5

6.3 12.6 8.7 9.7
4.4 7.8 9.9 11.0
6.5 16.6 38.0 44.3
1.4 4.1 3.9 8.5

73.3 42.2 25.1 16.1

51 7.8 4.6 7.8
55 8.7 9.5 11.9
14.4 36.4 55.6 55.6
1.7 5.0 53 8.5

66.5 46.4 26.0 26.7

2.9 4.6 3.2 4.5
55 7.0 6.1 7.3
23.1 38.8 59.8 52.6
21 3.1 4.9 9.0

90.2 76.3 54.2 51.6

3.8 6.5 11.0 9.8
2.0 6.9 9.3 8.4
2.8 6.5 21.8 24.4
1.2 3.7 3.7 5.8

9,635 2,397 1,526 147
6,523 1,218 5,271 593

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.
Lincludes races other than black and white and persons with unknown occupations and unknown education.
2Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview Statistics.
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Table 20. Percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over reporting exposure to harmful substances or radiation at work by s

and reasons for nonuse of protective gear, according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1992
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

ex and availability and use

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Protective gear 18-29 3044 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than  White Blue
availability and use Total'  years years years and over White Black Hispanic  Hispanic 12 years years  years 15 years collar  Service collar Farm?
Women Percent distribution
Total . .......... ... ..... 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0
Protective gear available in current
job:
Yes ... 70.2 66.2 75.2 66.9 ® 69.5 76.1 62.7 70.7 72.0 66.2 75.3 70.8 67.3 71.0 76.7 ®
NO . ... 27.5 30.2 23.1 31.2 ® 28.5 19.4 34.6 27.0 23.9 31.2 24.7 25.8 30.8 26.1 20.6 ®)
Don'tknow . .............. 2.3 *3.7 *1.7 *1.9 ®) *2.1 *4.5 *2.7 *2.3 *4.2 2.7 * *3.4 *2.0 *2.9 *2.7 ®
If available, use protective gear:
Never . ................. 13.6 15.1 12.1 14.2 ® 13.3 16.8 *3.7 14.3 22.7 16.8 12.9 *3.4 11.9 *6.8 24.8 ®)
Some of the time . . ... ...... 13.0 13.8 1.2 15.8 ®) 13.6 *8.5 *13.4 121 *11.4 19.0 *9.2 *7.8 9.6 16.6 17.7 ®
Most of the time . . ... ... ... 13.5 *9.6 15.8 13.4 ® 14.5 *8.2 *12.1 13.6 *14.8 11.8 11.8 17.9 11.6 12.9 18.3 ®
Always .. ... ... 59.9 61.4 60.9 56.7 ®) 58.6 66.1 70.8 59.2 50.5 52.4 66.2 70.9 66.9 63.5 39.2 ®
Unknown . . .............. *0.1 *0.2 *— *— ® — *0.5 *— *0.1 *0.5 *— *— *— *— *0.3 *— 3
Reasons for not using, if available:
Doesn’t work properly
or don't know how touse . . ... *1.6 *1.5 *2.8 *— ® *1.3 *4.8 *— *1.8 *2.5 *0.3 *2.9 *2.6 *1.6 *— *3.4 ®)
Interferes with job performance . . 18.6 19.1 17.6 20.7 ® 18.2 25.2 *29.6 18.1 21.1 18.9 18.2 16.0 10.8 37.6 *14.3 &)
Uncomfortable . . . .. ........ 21.0 16.3 211 24.3 ® 19.9 28.9 *5.0 21.7 *11.1 23.5 20.5 24.2 17.3 22.1 27.0 ®
Notneeded .............. 24.3 24.3 25.6 22.9 ® 26.8 *9.2 50.8 23.1 29.2 27.6 19.7 16.3 27.0 15.9 27.3 ®)
Other . ................. 29.9 315 31.0 26.4 ® 30.1 30.1 *14.6 30.6 25.8 24.6 38.6 36.9 40.8 19.2 19.7 ®)
Unknown . . .............. 4.6 *7.4 *1.0 *B5.7 ®) 3.8 *4.9 *— 4.8 *10.4 *5.2 *— *4.0 *2.5 *5.3 *8.1 ®)
Men Percent distribution
Total . .......... ... .. ..... 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0
Protective gear available in current
job:
Yes ... 79.5 78.6 82.1 76.5 62.7 79.7 76.2 81.8 79.3 78.5 82.1 77.2 76.2 75.1 7.7 82.4 81.7
NO . ... 19.1 20.7 16.1 21.9 *33.7 19.0 21.3 17.6 19.2 215 16.4 20.0 22.8 23.0 22.3 16.2 *15.9
Don'tknow . .. ............ 1.5 *0.7 *1.8 *1.6 *3.6 *1.3 *2.5 *0.6 1.5 *— *1.4 *2.8 *1.0 *2.0 *— *1.4 *2.5
If available, use protective gear:
Never . ................. 7.7 11.3 6.3 *5.7 ®) 7.5 *9.3 *4.9 7.9 13.1 6.4 *4.9 10.0 9.7 *9.7 5.7 *9.4
Some of thetime . ... ....... 18.4 20.1 17.3 18.8 ® 18.7 18.3 20.6 18.2 17.0 21.0 15.1 16.8 15.0 *8.1 21.1 30.5
Most of the time . .. ........ 20.2 20.3 21.7 17.4 ® 20.9 17.7 *12.2 20.8 141 24.4 18.6 16.3 20.7 16.7 19.7 30.1
Always . ................ 53.3 47.8 54.6 57.6 ® 52.4 54.7 62.3 52.7 55.2 47.6 61.5 56.9 53.9 65.4 53.2 30.0
Unknown . . .............. 0.4 0.7 *0.2 *0.6 ® 0.5 *— *— 0.4 *0.7 0.6 * — 0.7 * *0.3 *—

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 20. Percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over reporting exposure to harmful substances or radiation at work by s

and reasons for nonuse of protective gear, according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1992—Con.
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

ex and availability and use

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Protective gear 18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than  White Blue
availability and use Total'  years years years and over White Black Hispanic  Hispanic 12 years years  years 15 years collar  Service collar Farm?
Men—Con. Percent distribution
Reasons for not using,
if available:
Doesn’t work properly
or don't know how touse . .. .. *0.8 *— *0.6 *2.4 ® *0.9 *— *— *0.8 *— *0.6 *— *2.9 *1.6 *— *0.6 *—
Interferes with job performance . . 20.7 20.6 23.3 13.8 ® 212 *12.4 *13.2 21.0 26.8 20.3 225 15.8 14.0 21.9 231 30.0
Uncomfortable . . . . ......... 225 23.9 21.7 23.8 ® 23.2 *15.7 21.1 22.6 195 27.9 25.6 *4.5 13.9 24.4 27.3 *20.6
Notneeded . ............. 26.7 28.6 23.3 31.2 ®) 26.1 38.4 25.0 26.8 30.5 244 25.3 314 35.2 26.9 20.5 321
Other .. ................ 26.1 25.0 27.4 24.1 ® 26.3 25.4 37.0 25.5 18.1 23.6 24.7 41.7 30.6 24.0 25.5 *17.3
Unknown . . .............. 3.3 *1.9 3.7 *4.7 ®) 24 *8.1 *3.7 3.3 *5.1 *3.2 *2.0 *3.7 *4.8 *2.7 3.0 *
Number of persons interviewed
Women:
Reporting exposure . . . ... ... 846 239 385 210 12 709 118 66 780 103 344 217 182 476 219 132 17
With gear available . . . .. ..... 601 165 285 144 7 497 93 43 558 71 235 167 128 325 156 103 16
Men:
Reporting exposure . . . ... ... 1,443 406 708 301 28 1,259 132 125 1,318 195 623 343 279 487 161 708 79
With gear available . . . .. ..... 1,149 315 584 232 18 1,008 99 101 1,048 152 516 266 212 367 121 590 64

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

*— Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision and quantity zero.

Lincludes races other than black and white and persons with unknown occupations and unknown education.

2Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.
3Data not presented because based on 20 or fewer interviewed persons.

NOTES: The percentages shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview Statistics.
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Table 21. Number of nonfatal occupational injuries and illnesses involving days away from work and percent distribution of days away from
work among currently employed adults 16 years of age and over, by industry division, according to sex: United States, 1992, 1993, and
1994

[Data are based on employer reports. Days away from work cases include result in days away from work with or without restricted work activity]

Women Men

Industry division and days
away from work 1992 1993 1994 1992 1993 1994

Number in thousands

Total, nonfarm private . . .......... 764.2 735.6 730.8 1527.4 1490.0 1483.2
Agriculture, forestry, and fishing . ... .. 7.8 7.4 7.0 38.9 37.1 33.9
Mining .. ... 0.5 0.6 0.5 22.3 20.5 20.2
Construction . . . ............... 4.6 4.3 4.4 203.6 199.6 213.3
Manufacturing . ... ... ... ... ... 163.8 148.3 149.7 453.2 431.7 430.8
Transportation and public utilites . . . . . 33.3 37.9 42.7 176.3 182.7 188.5
Wholesale trade . . . ............. 23.2 20.9 23.3 147.9 138.8 141.7
Retailtrade . ... ............... 180.4 170.0 171.6 229.3 235.7 220.4
Finance, insurance, and real

estate .. ... ... 28.5 29.9 28.5 315 29.5 26.6
Service ... 322.0 316.4 303.2 224.2 214.8 207.9

Percent distribution

Total . ...... ... ... ... ... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
lday............ ... . ....... 14.8 16.0 15.5 16.2 16.4 16.7
2days . ... 12.9 13.1 13.1 13.0 12.9 12.9
35days ........ . 20.6 21.0 21.8 20.4 20.7 20.7
6-10days . . ......... . 14.0 13.7 13.4 134 13.3 13.3
11-20days . . .......... ... 11.4 11.4 115 11.3 11.3 1.1
21-30days . . ... 6.4 6.2 6.4 6.4 6.4 6.4
3ldaysormore . ... ............ 20.0 18.7 18.4 19.3 19.0 19.0

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Work injuries and illnesses by selected characteristics, 1994, 1995, and 1996. Washington: U.S. Department of Labor.

Table 22. Index of relative risk of occupational injuries and illnesses with days away from work, by occupation, according to sex:
United States, 1993
[Data are based on employer reports. Index of relative risk is the ratio of the proportion of all injuries attributed to workers of occupation i to the proportion of all hours

worked attributed to workers of the same occupation i. See appendix Il. Days away from work cases include those which result in days away from work with or without
restricted work activity]

Occupation Men Women
Total, nonfarm private . . . ................ 1.2 0.8
Managerial and professional specialty . ........ 0.2 0.3
Technical, sales, and administrative support . . . . . . 0.5 0.5
Service occupations . . ... ... 15 1.8
Precision production, craft, and repair . ........ 13 1.0
Operators, fabricators, and laborers . . . ... ... .. 2.4 1.9

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Report on the American Workforce. 1994. Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office.



Table 23. Number of nonfatal injuries and illnesses involving 1 day or more away from work among currently employed adults 16 years of age and over by par
nature of injury or illness, and event or exposure, according to sex: United States, 1994

[Data are based on employer records]

t of body affected,

Sex Sex Sex

Body part affected* Men Women  Unknown Nature of injury/iliness Men Women  Unknown Event or exposure Men Women  Unknown
Number Number Number
Shoulder ... .............. 70,620 37,741 1,182 Bumns . ... ... . .. 39,695 16,114 351 | Contact with objects . . ........ 464,398 138,267 4,408
Knee . ................... 101,999 45,396 1,666 Surface wounds and bruises . . . .. 182,548 87,000 3,161 | Falls . ................... 235,210 155,122 2,976
Head? . .................. 44,048 22,902 688 Fractures . ................ 102,076 34,992 1,476 | Bodily exertion, except repetitive . . . 579,943 292,356 9,376
Eyeball . ................. 69,391 13,451 706 Openwounds . ............. 171,270 41,334 1,416 | Repetitive motion . ........... 31,788 60,076 712
Back . ................. .. 396,624 203,771 6,150 | Strainorsprain . ............ 620,299 332,454 10,742 | Exposure to harmful substances . . . 72,306 37,745 892
Hand, wrist, or finger . . .. ... ... 254,891 127,802 3,052 Nervous system diseases . . ... .. 22,926 30,620 359 | Transportation incidents . . ... ... 58,264 20,070 1,270
Foot, toe, orankle . . . ... ...... 150,458 66,188 2,305 Musculoskeletal disorder® . . . .. .. 21,651 25,435 328 | Fires and explosions . ... ...... 4,397 630 20
Leg . . ... 145,840 60,709 2,290 Disorders of the skin . ... ... ... 7,630 4,554 98 | Assaults and violentacts . .. .. .. 11,421 14,872 228
Neck . ..... ... ... ....... 23,147 16,387 644 Infectious and parasitic . . . . ... .. 986 2,088 39

1Does not include unspecified or multiple body parts.
2Head, not including eye.

SIncludes musculoskeletal system and connective tissue diseases and disorders.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Occupational Injuries and llinesses in the United States, 1994, 1996. Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office.

Table 24. Number and percent distribution of injury episodes among adults 18 years of age and over who worked all or part of the past 12 months and who had a
sex, body part affected, and type of injury, according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1988

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

work injury, by

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex, body part affected, 18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than White Blue
and type of injury Total* years years years and over  White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar Service collar Farm?
Women Number in thousands
All categories . . . .. ..... 2,781 983 1,089 645 63 2,371 344 174 2,607 449 1,357 603 365 1,459 685 579 47
Men
All categories . . . .. ... .. 6,127 2,721 2,311 1,025 70 5,425 549 464 5,663 1,292 3,029 1,311 467 1,377 573 3,855 290
Percent distribution
Total . .............. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Body part affected

Women:

Shoulder . . ......... 3.0 *3.1 *3.5 *2.5 ® 2.7 *4.2 *— 3.2 *3.2 *3.1 *2.8 *3.1 *3.1 *2.0 *4.5 ®

Knee . ............ 6.2 4.6 6.5 9.0 ® 6.3 *6.9 *— 6.6 *6.9 5.5 9.0 *3.3 8.1 *4.9 *3.2 ®)

Head ............. 25 *2.2 *3.1 *1.7 ® *1.9 *7.6 *2.3 2.6 *4.1 *2.1 *1.9 *3.2 *2.8 *3.3 *1.0 ®

Eyeball . ........... 3.3 4.7 *2.6 *2.7 ® 3.4 *3.7 *7.5 3.1 *3.8 *3.3 *3.8 *2.1 *2.6 *1.6 *6.9 ®

Back . ............. 229 20.5 26.2 215 ® 21.0 39.4 225 229 22.8 26.6 19.6 14.4 21.8 31.1 17.4 ®

Hand, wrist, or finger 29.0 34.4 27.4 21.7 ® 29.9 22.9 30.8 28.9 25.3 27.8 27.0 41.8 27.2 23.7 39.1 ®

Foot, toe, or ankle . .. .. 10.2 13.6 6.4 11.6 ® 10.8 *6.7 *12.7 10.1 *10.5 10.5 9.5 *10.5 11.3 10.0 8.3 ®

Leg . ........... .. 4.4 *2.8 *3.9 8.1 ® 4.7 *1.0 *7.0 4.2 *5.5 3.7 *4.4 *5.6 4.1 *4.0 *5.0 ®

Other ............. 37 *4.1 4.9 *1.0 ® 4.0 *0.6 *2.3 3.7 *6.2 *2.8 *3.8 *3.2 3.7 *4.1 *3.3 ®

Unknown . . ......... 14.7 10.0 15.5 20.3 ® 15.3 *7.0 *14.9 14.6 11.7 14.5 18.3 12.8 15.3 15.3 11.2 ®

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 24. Number and percent distribution of injury episodes among adults 18 years of age and over who worked all or part of the past 12 months and who had a work injury, by
sex, body part affected, and type of injury, according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1988—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex, body part affected, 18-29 30-44  45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than White Blue
and type of injury Total* years years years and over  White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar Service collar Farm?
Body part affected—Con.
Men:
Shoulder . . ......... 4.1 3.7 3.6 6.6 ®) 3.8 *4.9 *4.5 4.1 *4.0 4.0 5.6 *0.7 *2.2 *6.7 4.1 *6.1
Knee ............. 6.4 6.0 6.8 5.7 ® 6.1 10.7 *6.2 6.4 9.1 4.3 7.8 *8.3 55 12.2 5.7 *8.8
Head ............. 3.9 4.5 2.8 *4.6 ®) 3.8 *2.2 *2.6 4.0 *3.5 3.7 *3.9 *5.2 4.9 *3.8 3.3 *7.6
Eyeball . ........... 7.0 6.2 8.6 6.0 ® 7.1 *6.1 *4.1 7.2 7.7 7.1 7.7 *2.9 4.5 *2.4 8.9 *2.7
Back . ............. 20.6 18.9 23.0 20.3 ®) 20.9 21.2 14.2 21.2 17.9 21.1 21.2 24.8 24.6 25.0 19.2 *14.4
Hand, wrist, or finger . .. 27.7 315 23.7 25.7 3 28.2 22.6 35.7 27.0 29.1 27.8 27.7 22.7 25.2 22.9 29.8 21.1
Foot, toe, or ankle . . ... 7.6 8.3 7.6 5.8 ®) 7.5 *7.8 *10.1 7.5 8.3 7.0 7.5 10.1 8.5 *5.8 8.1 *1.9
Leg . ... ... ... 3.3 3.8 2.4 *4.1 ®) 3.1 *5.1 *1.8 35 *3.2 34 *3.8 *2.0 3.6 *0.4 3.9 *1.4
Other ... .......... 35 4.2 3.6 *1.2 ®) 3.6 *3.0 *— 3.8 *3.6 3.0 *3.4 *6.6 3.6 *4.2 3.0 *6.1
Unknown . .......... 15.8 12.8 18.0 20.0 ®) 15.8 16.5 20.9 15.4 13.6 18.6 115 16.8 17.4 16.7 14.1 29.8
Type of injury Percent distribution
Women:
Buns . ............ 5.9 11.5 *2.6 *2.1 ® 5.8 *5.7 *9.1 5.7 *8.5 6.5 *3.2 *4.9 5.0 8.0 *6.2 ®)
Contusions or abrasions . 14.4 15.9 12.1 16.8 ® 15.2 *6.2 *8.9 14.8 14.7 12.3 18.3 15.2 15.9 11.8 13.9 ®
Fractures . .. ........ 8.0 5.9 6.5 125 ® 8.8 *4.1 *9.2 8.0 *4.8 10.4 *6.2 *6.5 7.7 8.3 *6.7 ®)
Laceration or puncture . . 17.4 17.0 19.0 15.1 ® 18.2 14.4 *15.2 17.5 14.0 16.8 16.5 26.3 17.9 12.6 22.1 ®
Strain or sprain . ... ... 29.2 28.5 30.5 30.3 ® 285 345 *19.1 29.8 25.2 32.8 26.9 246 29.9 32.0 25.0 ®)
Hemorrhage . ........ *0.2 *0.4 L * &) *0.2 * *2.7 o * * *0.7 o * *0.6 L %)
Other ............. 17.3 13.8 20.7 16.6 ® 15.9 25.7 27.0 16.7 20.6 15.2 18.6 18.7 15.1 19.8 19.2 ®)
Unknown . . ......... 7.6 6.9 8.6 6.6 ® 7.4 *9.4 *8.8 7.5 12.1 6.0 9.4 3.8 8.5 6.8 *6.8 ®
Men:
Buns . ............ 4.2 3.7 5.5 *2.4 ® 4.0 *4.5 *3.0 4.3 5.2 4.1 4.1 *0.9 4.9 *7.3 3.8 *1.1
Contusions or abrasions . 11.4 9.8 11.9 12.4 ®) 10.8 18.6 18.2 10.9 12.4 10.3 11.6 15.5 11.2 12.8 11.6 *7.1
Fractures . . ......... 5.9 5.1 7.6 *4.7 ® 6.3 *2.1 *4.1 6.0 *4.3 7.0 4.6 *7.3 7.4 *5.1 5.0 *11.6
Laceration or puncture . . 21.5 24.4 19.2 19.2 ®) 21.8 14.5 28.3 20.9 20.9 22.1 19.3 25.4 21.3 15.4 22.1 25.4
Strain or sprain . .. .... 25.4 24.7 251 29.0 ® 244 33.3 26.0 254 22.0 27.2 26.8 20.3 29.3 31.1 23.6 22.4
Hemorrhage . . ....... *0.1 *— *0.2 *— ®) *0.1 *— *— *0.1 *— *— *— *0.8 *0.3 *— *— *—
Other . ............ 25.0 24.7 235 29.7 ® 26.3 18.9 16.1 25.7 29.4 234 26.5 18.9 18.4 19.9 28.6 19.4
Unknown . . ......... 6.5 7.6 7.0 *2.6 ®) 6.2 *8.0 *4.3 6.7 5.8 5.8 7.2 10.8 7.3 8.4 53 13.0
Number of persons interviewed
Women . ............ 842 298 339 185 20 691 129 42 800 125 385 208 122 437 215 172 14
Men . .............. 1,515 633 620 245 17 1,322 150 98 1,417 314 711 347 136 331 162 931 83

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

*—Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision and quantity zero.

Lincludes races other than black and white and unknown occupations and unknown education.
?Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.

3Data not presented because based on 20 or fewer interviewed persons.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error more than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data were computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview Statistics.
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Table 25. Number, percent distribution, and rate of traumatic occupational fatalities among currently employed adults 16 years of age and over, by ca

sex: United States, 1993-95

[Data are based on vital records and other sources]

use of death, according to

Number of deaths

Percent distribution

Rate per 100,000 workers

Women Men Women Men Women Men

Cause of death 1993 1994 1995 1993 1994 1995 1993 1994 1995 1993 1994 1995 1993 1994 1995 1993 1994 1995

Total .. ........ ... ... .. 481 521 534 5,790 6,067 5,676 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 0.8 0.9 0.9 8.3 8.6 8.3
Assaults and violent acts . . .. ... 204 204 257 1,106 1,104 780 42.4 39.2 48.1 19.1 18.2 13.7 0.3 0.3 0.4 1.6 1.6 1.1
Homicide . . .............. 188 184 244 875 887 780 39.1 35.3 45.7 15.1 14.6 13.7 0.3 0.3 0.4 1.3 1.3 1.1
Suicide .. .......... .. ... * 15 10 * 195 205 Q)] 2.9 1.9 * 3.2 3.6 * 0.0 0.0 * 0.3 0.3
Transportation . . ............ 191 225 194 2,293 2,515 2,366 39.7 43.2 36.3 39.6 41.5 41.7 0.3 0.4 0.3 3.3 3.6 35
Air transport . . ... ... ... ... * 40 12 * 384 266 @) 7.7 2.2 * 6.3 4.7 * 0.1 0.0 * 0.5 0.4
Highway motor vehicle . ...... ) 130 132 @) 1,206 1,197 @) 25.0 24.7 Q) 19.9 211 @) 0.2 0.2 Q) 1.7 1.7
Rail transport . . . . ......... * 4 0 * 7 82 @ 0.8 0.0 * 1.3 1.4 * 0.0 0.0 * 0.1 0.1
Water transport . . ... ....... G 0 0 @) 90 84 @) 0.0 0.0 ) 1.5 1.5 @) 0.0 0.0 Q) 0.1 0.1
Falls . ....... ... ... ...... 17 14 26 596 563 617 35 2.7 4.9 10.3 9.3 10.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.8 0.9
Fires . .. ... ... ... 11 9 10 191 193 198 2.3 1.7 1.9 3.3 3.2 35 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3 0.3
Other.................... 58 46 a7 1,604 1,629 1,490 12.1 8.8 8.8 27.7 26.9 26.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 2.3 2.3 2.2
Contact with objects . . . . ... .. 30 25 31 1,013 990 884 6.2 4.8 5.8 17.5 16.3 15.6 0.1 0.0 0.1 1.5 1.4 13
Exposure to substances . . . . . . . 28 21 12 562 617 586 5.8 4.0 2.2 9.7 10.2 10.3 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.8 0.9 0.9

0.0 Quantity more than zero but less than 0.05.
Data not presented in source publication.

SOURCES: Bureau of Labor Statistics, U.S. Department of Labor: Fatal Workplace Injuries in 1993: A collection of data and analysis, 1995, and Fatal Workplace Injuries in 1994: A collection of data and analysis. 1996. Washington: U.S. Government

Printing Office; and unpublished data.
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Table 26. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over who had back pain during the past 12 months, by sex, cause

resulting change in work status or activity, according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1988
[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

of back pain, and

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex, cause of back pain, 18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than White Blue
and change in work status Total* years years years and over White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar Service collar Farm?
Women Number in thousands
All categories . . . .. ... .. 8,917 2,447 3,708 2,535 227 7,849 834 496 8,421 1,193 3,955 2,077 1,660 6,059 1,668 1,065 103
Percent distribution
Total . .............. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Cause of back pain:
Accident:
Atwork .. .......... 4.4 35 54 4.0 *4.3 3.8 10.7 *0.9 4.6 3.3 5.0 4.9 *3.0 3.7 4.9 7.3 *7.6
Notatwork ......... 13.1 13.2 14.4 10.8 17.3 13.2 12.3 12.6 13.2 12.6 12.2 15.9 11.9 14.6 9.8 10.5 *8.2
Repeated activities:
Atwork .. ....... ... 20.2 235 18.8 20.0 *11.7 19.8 24.8 243 20.0 26.3 22.2 18.9 12.8 14.3 34.9 29.3 44.
Notatwork . ........ 7.4 57 8.5 6.7 17.6 7.8 *3.0 *7.6 7.4 7.8 6.6 7.6 9.3 8.4 7.1 *3.0 *—
Accident and repeated
activities:
Atwork .. .......... 12.2 10.3 13.5 12.9 *2.5 11.9 15.0 13.6 12.1 17.1 13.0 115 7.4 10.2 16.1 16.5 *21.6
Notatwork . ........ 4.6 6.7 4.1 35 *4.2 4.8 *2.9 *6.9 4.5 *4.4 4.2 4.2 6.7 5.7 *2.9 *1.1 *—
Disease orillness ... .. .. 14.7 16.3 12.4 15.7 23.2 14.9 12.1 *8.8 15.0 13.3 14.1 13.4 19.0 16.8 9.7 11.0 *9.2
Other............... 23.3 20.8 23.0 26.5 19.4 23.8 19.3 253 23.2 15.3 22.9 23.7 30.0 26.3 14.6 21.4 *9.2
Lifetime change in workstatus
or activity due to back pain:
Nochange . ......... 77.4 81.4 76.6 74.7 75.9 77.6 74.2 81.4 77.1 76.0 76.4 78.3 79.3 78.3 77.1 74.1 56.8
Changed jobs or stopped
workingatajob . ... .. 10.9 8.9 11.0 12.1 17.8 10.7 13.9 *9.8 10.9 14.2 11.9 10.4 6.9 9.3 15.3 12.5 *17.5
Changed work activities . . 10.1 7.9 10.7 11.8 *6.3 10.3 8.7 *8.8 10.2 9.4 10.3 9.0 115 10.3 7.4 12.3 *25.7
Unknown . .......... 1.7 *1.8 1.8 *1.5 *— 1.4 *3.2 *— 1.8 *0.4 *1.4 *2.4 *2.3 2.2 *0.3 *1.2 *—
Men Number in thousands
All categories . . . .. ..... 11,794 2,896 5,257 3,270 370 10,690 828 641 11,153 2,011 4,738 2,614 2,397 4,828 953 5,510 477
Percent distribution
Total . .............. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Cause of back pain:
Accident:
Atwork .. .......... 9.2 7.3 10.2 8.8 *11.9 9.3 8.1 16.6 8.7 8.9 9.9 10.1 6.6 9.1 19.9 7.1 12.2
Notatwork . ........ 9.6 10.6 9.8 7.9 *13.9 9.7 8.9 *7.2 9.7 7.0 8.2 10.6 13.6 134 8.9 6.9 *3.1

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 26. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over who had back pain during the past 12 months, by sex, cause of back pain, and

resulting change in work status or activity, according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1988—Con.
[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex, cause of back pain, 18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than White Blue
and change in work status Total* years years years and over White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar Service collar Farm?
Cause of back pain—Con. Percent distribution
Repeated activities:
Atwork . ......... 28.3 33.0 28.4 25.4 15.7 27.8 34.3 28.1 28.3 34.1 33.0 25.8 16.3 15.9 23.6 385 44.6
Notatwork . ....... 6.8 5.9 7.8 6.5 *3.4 6.9 *4.8 *2.9 7.1 4.2 4.0 6.7 15.0 11.3 *5.1 3.7 *2.3
Accident and repeated
activities:
Atwork .. ....... ... 19.5 25.1 19.3 16.5 *4.8 19.2 225 18.7 19.5 26.4 234 19.1 6.8 11.6 21.3 25.8 233
Notatwork . ........ 4.0 3.9 4.6 2.6 *6.8 4.2 *1.0 *4.4 3.9 *1.0 29 4.6 7.8 7.2 *2.0 1.6 *2.1
Disease orillness . . . . . . 5.3 *1.7 3.7 9.2 21.9 5.4 *4.0 *0.9 55 4.5 4.9 3.7 8.4 7.7 *3.3 3.7 *2.6
Other ... .......... 17.4 12.5 16.2 23.2 215 17.5 16.5 21.3 17.2 13.9 13.7 19.4 25.7 23.9 15.9 12.7 *9.8
Lifetime change in work status
or activity due to back pain:
Nochange . ......... 79.1 80.2 77.7 80.8 76.4 79.6 75.5 70.4 79.6 81.0 76.5 76.9 85.2 80.8 78.0 78.4 72.8
Changed jobs or stopped
workingatajob ... ... 11.0 11.2 11.7 9.3 *13.3 11.0 12.8 19.4 10.5 11.8 135 10.3 5.8 8.8 115 12.4 15.0
Changed work activities . . 9.0 8.1 9.5 8.9 *10.4 8.7 9.6 *9.2 9.0 7.2 8.9 12.1 7.6 9.4 9.2 8.4 *11.7
Unknown . . ......... 0.9 *0.6 *1.1 *1.0 *— 0.8 *2.0 *1.1 0.9 *— *1.1 *0.7 *1.4 *1.1 *1.3 *0.7 *0.5
Number of persons interviewed
Women . ............ 2,344 609 1,006 648 81 2,011 276 121 2,223 315 1,005 556 460 1,583 451 275 28
Men . .............. 2,509 574 1,157 692 86 2,265 192 121 2,388 411 981 561 551 1,059 207 1,128 109

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

*— Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision and quantity zero.

Lincludes races other than black and white and unknown occupations and unknown education.
2Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more than 30 percent are shown with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data were computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview Statistics.
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Table 27. Number and percent distribution of injury episodes among adults 18 years of age and over who worked any or all of the past 12 months and who had a w
the past 12 months, by sex and resulting change in work status or activity caused by work injuries, according to selected socioeconomic characteristi

[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

ork injury in
cs: United States, 1988

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex and change 18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than  White Blue
in work status Total®  years years years and over White Black Hispanic  Hispanic 12 years years  years 15 years collar  Service collar  Farm?
All categories Number in thousands
Women .................. 2,781 983 1,089 645 63 2,371 344 174 2,607 449 1,357 603 365 1,459 685 579 47
Men . ... ... ... ... 6,127 2,721 2,311 1,025 70 5,425 549 464 5,663 1,292 3,029 1,311 467 1,377 573 3,855 290
Percent distribution
Total .. ........ ... ... .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Women
Nochange ................ 71.8 62.8 73.6 82.2 ® 71.8 72.8 65.7 72.2 69.6 73.8 65.6 78.0 74.3 72.8 64.5 ®)
Changed employer . .......... 4.6 5.9 3.9 *4.0 ) 4.0 *6.3 * 4.9 *6.5 3.8 6.8 *1.0 3.8 *2.5 9.4 &)
Changed work activity . ........ 15.9 20.8 15.8 9.0 ® 16.2 14.7 *24.7 15.3 11.5 15.7 19.5 16.0 16.9 12.8 16.6 ®)
Unknown . ................ 7.7 10.4 6.7 *4.9 ® 8.0 *6.2 *9.6 7.6 12.4 6.6 8.1 *5.0 5.1 11.9 9.5 ®
Men
Nochange . ............... 73.0 70.5 73.8 76.9 ® 72.9 74.3 70.2 73.2 72.9 72.7 71.5 77.7 75.6 71.2 72.2 67.9
Changed employer . .......... 4.9 4.6 55 *4.3 ) 48 *5.7 *5.1 48 *4.3 5.3 5.7 *2.2 *3.8 *4.4 5.7 *4.4
Changed work activity . . ....... 14.9 17.0 14.0 11.9 ® 15.3 11.5 15.8 14.8 10.5 17.0 15.4 12.9 15.1 13.6 15.6 *10.0
Unknown .. ............... 7.3 7.8 6.7 6.8 ® 7.0 8.5 *8.9 7.1 12.4 5.0 7.4 *7.2 55 10.8 6.4 17.7
Number of persons interviewed
Women .................. 842 298 339 185 20 691 129 42 800 125 385 208 122 437 215 172 14
Men .. ....... ... . ... 1,515 633 620 245 17 1,322 150 98 1,417 314 711 347 136 331 162 931 83

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

*— Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision and quantity zero.
Lincludes races other than black and white and unknown occupations and unknown education.

2Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.

Data not presented because based on 20 or fewer interviewed persons.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data were computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview Statistics.
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Table 28. Number and percent distribution of emergency room visits because of injuries at work among adults 18 years of age and over, by
age, race, and ethnicity, according to sex: United States, 1993 and 1994

[Data are based on emergency room records]

Women Men

Age, race, and ethnicity 1993 1994 1993 1994

Number in thousands

Al 1,295 1,461 2,873 3,510

Percent distribution

Total ... ... .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Age

18-29years . ........ ... 36.4 31.1 44.2 38.9

30-44years .. ... 39.9 45.9 40.8 44.0

45-B4 years . ... .. 21.7 22.9 13.6 14.9

65yearsandover . . ................. 2.0 *0.1 14 2.2
Race

White . ... ... 83.5 80.8 86.3 86.5

Black . . . ... ... . 14.7 13.6 11.8 11.0

Other. .. ... ... ... i 1.8 5.6 *1.9 25

Ethnicity
Hispanic . . . ....... ... . ... ... ... 8.4 7.5 12.4 8.3
Non-Hispanic . . . .. ................. 91.6 92.5 87.6 91.7

Number of patient visits evaluated

Total . ...... ... ... ... .. 3,875 3,652 4,468 4,229

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more
than 30 percent are shown with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Hospital Ambulatory Medical Care Survey—Emergency Room File; data were computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from
data compiled by the Division of Health Care Statistics.

Table 29. Number, percent distribution, and rate of traumatic occupational fatalities among currently employed adults 16 years of age and
over, by industry division, according to sex: United States, 1990-92

[Data are based on vital records]

Number Percent distribution Rate per 100,000 workers
Industry Women Men Women Men Women Men
Total .. ... ... 1,068 14,725 100.0 100.0 0.7 7.7
Agriculture, forestry, and fishing . . ........ 37 1,772 35 12.0 1.8 23.3
Mining .. ... 7 535 0.7 3.6 2.0 30.1
Construction . . ... ...... ... .. ...... 28 2,798 2.6 19.0 1.4 14.1
Manufacturing . . .. ... ... oL 94 2,259 8.8 15.3 0.5 5.4
Transportation, communications, and
public utilites . . . ... ... ... . . ... 94 2,380 8.8 16.2 1.3 135
Wholesale trade . . ... ............... 19 467 1.8 3.2 0.5 4.7
Retailtrade . . ..................... 274 1,364 25.7 9.3 0.9 4.8
Finance, insurance, and real estate . . . ... .. 54 178 51 1.2 0.4 1.8
SeIViCeS . . . . 279 1,518 26.1 10.3 0.4 3.3
Public administration . ... ............. 68 972 6.4 6.6 1.0 5.0
Not classified . . . .. ................. 114 482 10.7 3.3

... Category not applicable.

SOURCE: National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health: National Traumatic Occupational Fatalities Surveillance System; data compiled and computed by the Division of Safety Research.
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Table 30. Number, percent distribution, and rate of traumatic occupational fatalities among currently employed adults 16 years of age and
over, by occupational division, according to sex: United States, 1990-92

[Data are based on vital records]

Number Percent distribution Rate per 100,000 workers

Occupation Women Men Women Men Women Men
Total . ... ... 1,068 14,725 100.0 100.0 0.7 7.7
Executive, administrative, and managers . . . . . 79 960 7.4 6.5 0.4 3.6
Professional and specialties . . . ... ... .... 70 547 6.6 3.7 0.3 2.4
Technical and support occupations . . ... ... 20 376 1.9 2.6 0.3 6.2
Sales. ... ... 111 982 10.4 6.7 0.5 4.5
Clerical . . ........ . . . . . . 80 190 7.5 1.3 0.2 1.7
ServiCes . . . . ..o 125 964 11.7 6.5 0.4 5.0
Farmers . .. ... ... . ... ... .. ... 28 2,029 2.6 13.8 1.7 23.4
Crafts . ... .. . 17 3,179 1.6 21.6 0.5 8.7
Operatives . . .. ...... ... 39 718 3.7 4.9 0.4 5.1
Transport . .. ........ ... . ... ... 37 2,598 3.5 17.6 2.8 19.5
Laborers . . . ... ... . . 51 1,483 4.8 10.1 2.0 12.9
Unknown . .. ......... . ... ... ..., 411 699 38.5 4.7

... Category not applicable.

SOURCE: National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health: National Traumatic Occupational Fatalities Surveillance System; data compiled and computed by the Division of Safety Research.



Table 31. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over who had skin conditions (dermatitis) during the past 12

dermatitis, and resulting change in work status, according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1988
[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

months, by sex, cause of

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex, dermatitis cause, 18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than  White Blue
and change in work status Total' years years years andover White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15years collar Service collar Farm?
Women Number in thousands
All categories . . . . .. ... 6,826 2,216 2,887 1,504 218 6,086 525 285 6,541 587 2,728 1,739 1,753 4,969 1,093 673 85
Percent distribution
Total .. ... . .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Cause of dermatitis:
Chemicals or other substances at work . . . . 13.7 14.7 14.3 12.2 *4.6 13.8 14.4 21.7 13.3 20.0 16.3 115 9.7 8.8 26.4 27.0 *27.1
Chemicals or other substances not at work . . 8.7 6.6 9.7 9.1 *14.4 8.7 *6.9 *6.2 8.8 *7.2 6.2 10.1 11.8 9.2 7.0 7.4 *12.2
Other . ... ... 67.2 69.8 66.9 64.0 67.0 67.6 64.9 58.4 67.6 53.5 67.8 67.6 70.3 72.1 56.1 50.4 53.1
Unknown . .. ........ .. ... .. 10.5 8.9 9.2 14.8 *14.0 9.9 13.9 *13.8 10.3 19.3 9.7 10.8 8.2 9.9 10.4 15.2 *7.6
Change in work status or activity due to
dermatitis:
Nochange . ..................... 98.4 96.8  *99.2  *99.0 *100.0 98.3 *99.1 *99.3 98.4 *96.5 *98.3  *98.8 *98.7 *98.9 *97.8 *95.7 *100.0
Changed jobs or work activities
or stopped working atajob . .......... 1.2 25 *0.5 *0.7 *— 1.3 *0.9 *— 1.2 *2.7 *1.4 *0.5 *1.0 *0.8 *1.9 *3.4 *—
Unknown . .. ........ . ... *0.4 *0.7 *0.4 *0.3 *— *0.5 *— *0.7 *0.4 *0.8 *0.3 *0.7 *0.3 *0.4 *0.4 *0.9 *—
Men Number in thousands
Allcategories . . . . ... ... ... 7,044 1,735 3,177 1,944 188 6,514 358 292 6,752 742 2,253 1,770 2,265 3,757 483 2,532 249
Percent distribution
Total ... ... .. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Cause of dermatitis:
Chemicals or other substances at work . . . . 16.7 23.1 17.0 11.9 3.0 16.0 33.0 20.6 16.5 20.4 21.6 18.6 9.2 8.2 21.3 28.0 *21.6
Chemicals or other substances not at work . . 5.2 5.8 4.7 5.7 35 5.2 4.3 1.9 5.4 4.9 3.3 5.9 6.7 6.2 *6.6 3.8 *3.0
Other .. ... ... ... .. . . . . . ... ... 66.6 64.2 66.3 68.4 75.6 68.0 45.8 59.8 66.9 59.1 61.3 66.7 74.7 76.7 55.5 54.0 64.2
Unknown . ... ... ... 11.4 6.8 12.0 14.0 17.9 10.8 17.0 17.7 11.2 15.7 13.8 8.8 9.3 8.9 16.6 14.3 *11.2
Change in work status or activity due to
dermatitis:
Nochange . ..................... 98.8 *97.0 *99.4  *99.4 *100.0 98.9 *96.3 *99.3 98.8 *100.0 *98.3  *98.3 *99.4 *99.2 *96.1 *98.7 *100.0
Changed jobs or work activities or
stopped working atajob ............ 0.9 *2.2 *0.5 *0.4 *— *0.7 *3.7 *0.7 0.9 *— *1.5 *1.0 *0.3 *0.4 *3.4 *1.1 *—
Unknown . . ... *0.3 *0.8 *0.2 *0.2 *— *0.4 *— *— *0.4 *— *0.2 *0.6 *0.3 *0.4 *0.6 *0.2 *—

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 31. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over who had skin conditions (dermatitis) during the past 12 months, by sex, cause of
dermatitis, and resulting change in work status, according to selected socioeconomic characteristics: United States, 1988—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex, dermatitis cause, 18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than  White Blue
and change in work status Total® years years years andover White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15years collar Service collar Farm?

Number of persons interviewed

Women . ............ ... . . ... ..., 1,831 553 816 402 60 1,598 179 71 1,760 159 687 471 510 1,327 290 191 21
Men . ... . ... 1,527 357 713 411 46 1,409 81 60 1,467 148 459 397 521 829 115 526 52

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

*— Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision and quantity zero.

Lincludes races other than black and white and unknown occupations and unknown education.
2Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data were computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview Statistics.
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Table 32. Number and percent distribution of adults 18 years of age and over, by sex, health status, and employment status, according to selected socio

United States, 1993

[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

economic characteristics:

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex, employment status, 18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than White Blue
and health status Total* years years years and over  White Black  Hispanic  Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar Service collar Farm?
Women Number in thousands
Currently employed . . .. ... 54,642 14,323 22,793 15,724 1,802 45,974 6,282 3,860 50,782 5,664 21,576 14,023 12,976 38,176 9,336 5,306 499
Not in labor force . ....... 40,018 6,535 7,726 9,491 16,267 33,608 4,782 3,449 36,569 13,201 15,378 6,522 4,335
Percent distribution

Total . ............... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Currently employed:

Excellent health . . . ... .. 35.3 40.0 36.3 30.3 29.6 36.8 25.8 29.5 35.8 215 30.3 37.8 47.6 38.2 29.6 26.6 33.7

Very good health . ... ... 32.0 33.0 32.9 30.4 27.1 32.2 30.1 26.2 325 241 324 345 321 333 30.0 26.9 29.0

Good health . . ........ 25.5 22.3 24.8 28.6 324 24.5 323 325 25.0 36.4 29.6 225 17.1 23.2 29.1 35.4 28.2

Fairhealth . .......... 6.0 3.9 5.1 8.9 9.0 5.4 10.2 9.3 5.8 15.0 6.7 4.4 2.6 45 9.7 9.7 *7.8

Poor health . ......... 0.9 0.5 0.7 1.5 *1.6 0.9 1.2 1.8 0.8 2.7 0.8 0.7 0.5 0.7 1.4 1.4 *0.5

Unknown .. .......... 0.2 *0.3 *0.2 *0.3 *0.4 0.2 *0.4 *0.7 0.2 *0.4 0.3 *0.2 *0.1 0.1 *0.3 0.1 *0.9
Not in labor force:

Excellent health . . . ... .. 21.5 334 29.3 18.8 14.6 22.4 15.3 21.0 21.6 12.9 21.3 30.1 36.3

Very good health . ...... 23.8 29.0 27.3 21.3 215 245 19.9 19.5 24.2 17.6 26.1 28.3 29.3

Good health . . ... ..... 29.8 27.5 25.7 28.5 33.4 29.9 27.5 32.7 29.5 31.8 31.6 26.0 225

Fairhealth . .......... 16.6 7.6 11.7 19.1 21.1 15.8 23.0 17.2 16.5 242 14.8 11.0 8.2

Poor health . ......... 7.8 2.1 53 11.9 8.8 7.0 13.8 9.0 7.7 12.8 6.0 4.3 3.4

Unknown . ........... 0.5 *0.4 *0.7 *0.4 0.5 0.4 *0.6 *0.7 0.5 0.7 *0.3 *0.4 *0.2

Men Number in thousands
Currently employed . . . . ... 65,024 16,655 27,647 18,493 2,229 56,207 6,173 5,250 59,775 9,155 23,520 14,440 1,735 30,942 6,175 24,032 2,446
Not in labor force . .. ... .. 20,335 3,181 2,000 4,732 10,837 17,233 2,818 1,429 19,476 7,859 6,528 3,389 2,742
Percent distribution

Total . ............... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0
Currently employed:

Excellent health . . . ... .. 41.3 47.2 43.2 34.8 26.1 42.1 34.2 35.2 41.8 25.4 37.5 44.3 52.7 47.5 34.1 35.9 37.1

Very good health . . ... .. 31.0 30.3 32.1 30.0 30.6 31.3 28.3 26.4 31.4 28.1 31.9 32.0 30.4 31.2 31.9 30.9 28.2

Good health . . ... ..... 21.8 19.3 20.1 25.8 29.8 21.0 28.9 31.1 21.0 34.4 24.1 19.2 14.0 17.1 26.6 25.9 26.9

Fairhealth . .......... 5.0 2.8 3.9 7.8 9.8 4.6 7.6 6.3 4.8 10.3 5.4 3.8 25 3.6 6.3 6.2 6.1

Poor health . ......... 0.8 *0.2 0.6 1.3 3.3 0.8 *0.8 *0.8 0.8 1.6 0.9 0.6 0.4 0.6 *0.8 0.9 *1.5

Unknown . ........... 0.2 *0.2 *0.2 *0.3 *0.3 0.2 *0.2 *0.2 0.2 *0.2 *0.2 *0.1 *0.1 *0.1 *0.3 *0.2 *0.2

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 32. Number and percent distribution of adults age 18 years and over, by sex, health status, and employment status, according to selected socioec

United States, 1993—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

onomic characteristics:

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex, employment status, 18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than White Blue
and health status Total* years years years and over  White Black  Hispanic  Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar Service collar Farm?

Not in labor force:

Excellent health . . .. ... .. 18.4 39.1 12.4 14.8 14.7 18.6 15.1 18.1 18.4 12.0 17.8 26.6 28.7

Very good health . . ... ... 20.8 29.7 16.8 15.4 21.2 21.7 14.9 18.8 21.0 16.1 21.0 27.5 27.2

Good health . .. ........ 29.4 223 29.0 26.6 32.9 29.6 28.4 31.9 29.2 29.6 32.3 26.1 25.6

Fairhealth .. .......... 19.0 6.0 24.6 22.2 20.6 18.3 25.2 19.5 19.0 24.6 18.4 12.5 12.1

Poor health .. ......... 11.9 2.6 16.7 20.2 10.3 11.5 15.5 11.5 11.9 17.2 10.2 7.0 6.2

Unknown . ............ 0.5 *0.4 *0.6 *0.7 *0.4 0.4 *0.9 *0.3 0.5 *0.4 *0.4 *0.4 *0.2

Number of persons interviewed

Women:

Currently employed . . .. .. 23,633 6,018 10,037 6,793 785 19,453 3,232 1,632 22,001 2,469 9,399 6,053 5,524 16,435 4,066 2,318 225

Not in labor force . . ... ... 17,470 2,743 3,469 4,120 7,138 14,190 2,609 1,461 16,009 5,852 6,702 2,813 1,842
Men:

Currently employed . . .. .. 26,628 6,518 11,258 7,909 933 22,963 2,627 2,136 24,492 3,773 9,720 5,864 7,028 12,577 2,551 9,870 1,037

Not in labor force . . . ... .. 8,801 1,389 852 2,044 4,516 7,090 1,369 574 8,227 3,364 2,744 1,381 1,140

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

... Category not applicable.

Lincludes races other than black and white and unknown occupations and unknown education.

?Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.

NOTES: The percents shown are national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data were computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview Statistics.
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Table 33. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over who had prolonged, noninjury hand and wrist discomfort during the past 12
months, by sex, duration of discomfort, and lifetime change in work status or activity due to discomfort, according to selected socioeconomic charac teristics: United States,
1988

[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex, duration of discomfort, 18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than White Blue
and change in work status Total* years years years and over White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar Service collar Farm?
Women Number in thousands
All categories . . . .. ..... 1,372 259 508 540 66 1,215 133 68 1,304 197 625 316 228 874 232 247 17

Percent distribution

Total . .............. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Years with hand discomfort:

Less than 2 years . .. .. 39.4 59.1 41.3 30.2 216 38.5 46.6 38.7 39.4 36.4 41.2 39.8 355 40.2 355 41.2 ®)
2-5years . ......... 30.5 26.4 31.9 32.0 24.0 30.1 30.9 28.6 30.6 32.1 30.5 30.6 29.9 30.6 30.8 29.4 ®)
6-10years . ......... 13.2 7.4 9.2 18.7 229 13.2 13.0 *18.0 13.0 18.3 12.5 10.3 15.3 11.8 16.2 14.3 ®
More than 10 years . . .. 10.6 *2.2 121 12.0 21.2 11.3 *4.7 *8.1 10.8 7.3 9.1 14.6 125 115 8.7 9.7 ®)
Unknown . .. ........ 6.3 *4.9 5.5 7.1 *10.4 6.6 *4.8 *6.6 6.3 *6.0 6.8 4.8 6.9 5.9 8.8 *5.3 ®

Lifetime change in work status
or activity due to hand

discomfort:

Nochange . ......... 84.7 79.5 85.2 85.9 *90.7 84.9 84.1 89.9 84.4 83.4 85.1 84.5 84.3 85.7 83.6 81.2 (3)

Changed jobs or stopped
workingatajob . ... .. 5.9 9.1 5.7 4.8 *4.3 5.6 *7.4 *4.8 6.0 9.6 6.2 4.4 *4.0 4.5 7.1 9.9 (3)
Changed work activity . . . 6.1 7.8 6.7 4.9 *3.7 6.1 *5.8 *2.3 6.3 *4.0 54 7.1 8.4 6.6 *3.9 6.6 ®
Unknown . . ......... 3.4 *3.6 *2.4 4.5 *1.4 34 *2.8 *3.1 34 *3.1 3.2 *4.0 *3.3 3.2 *5.4 *2.3 (3)

Men Number in thousands
All categories . . . . ...... 1,200 234 474 429 64 1,084 93 56 1,144 213 492 282 206 420 100 621 60
Percent distribution

Total . .............. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Years with hand discomfort:

Less than 2 years ... .. 34.7 51.9 37.1 25.9 *12.9 33.8 42.5 39.7 34.6 35.2 32.3 34.6 40.8 33.8 28.0 37.3 254
2-5years . ......... 32.9 29.7 31.8 35.3 36.1 33.3 26.6 34.6 32.8 29.7 36.6 33.3 27.1 32.8 47.8 315 22.4
6-10years . ......... 17.0 14.4 15.5 19.5 20.4 17.1 17.2 *17.8 17.0 15.2 15.3 19.6 17.7 17.1 18.2 15.7 28.3
More than 10 years . . .. 9.7 *1.9 10.8 1.1 19.9 10.2 *4.4 *3.8 9.9 12.4 10.1 8.7 7.5 9.4 *6.0 9.4 *20.4
Unknown . .. ........ 5.8 *2.1 4.7 8.3 *10.8 5.6 *9.4 *4.2 5.9 *7.5 5.8 *3.8 7.0 6.9 *— 6.2 *3.4

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 33. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over who had prolonged, noninjury hand and wrist discomfort
months, by sex, duration of discomfort, and lifetime change in work status or activity due to discomfort, according to selected socioeconomic charac

1988—Con.

[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

during the past 12
teristics: United States,

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
Sex, duration of discomfort, 18-29 30-44  45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than White Blue
and change in work status Total* years years years and over White Black Hispanic Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar Service collar Farm?
Lifetime change in work status
or activity due to hand
discomfort:
Nochange . ......... 86.4 88.7 83.2 86.8 *98.5 87.1 82.7 *89.2 86.2 87.0 84.9 84.8 91.6 87.1 *94.5 84.3 *88.6
Changed jobs or stopped
working atajob ... ... 5.0 *5.2 7.0 *3.3 e 4.7 *6.0 *4.4 5.0 *3.0 55 6.7 *3.5 4.9 *1.4 5.8 *2.1
Changed work activity . . . 55 *5.4 6.6 5.0 *1.5 5.3 *5.3 *2.2 5.7 *5.8 6.7 6.1 *1.9 4.3 *2.8 6.9 *4.0
Unknown . .. ........ 3.2 *0.6 *3.3 4.9 e 3.0 *6.0 *4.2 3.1 *4.2 *2.9 *2.5 *3.1 *3.7 *1.2 2.9 *5.2
Number of persons interviewed
Women ............. 1,424 243 562 534 85 1,220 180 66 1,358 205 635 331 246 891 256 257 17
Men . .............. 1,020 178 419 363 60 914 87 45 975 172 408 248 187 371 87 505 57

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.

*— Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision and quantity zero.
Lincludes races other than black and white and unknown occupations and unknown education.
?Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.
3Data not presented because based on 20 or fewer interviewed persons.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error computations are described in appendix Il. Estimates for which the numerator has a relative standard error of more than 30 percent are indicated with an asterisk.

SOURCE: National Center for Health Statistics: National Health Interview Survey; data were computed by the Division of Health Promotion Statistics from data compiled by the Division of Health Interview Statistics.
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Table 34. Number and percent distribution of currently employed adults 18 years of age and over, by selected health conditions, according to selected

characteristics: United States, 1988

[Data are based on household interviews of civilian noninstitutionalized population]

socioeconomic

Age Race Ethnicity Educational level Major occupational group
18-29 30-44 45-64 65 years Non- Less than 12 13-15 More than White Blue
Selected health conditions Total* years years years and over White Black  Hispanic  Hispanic 12 years years years 15 years collar Service collar Farm?
Women Number in thousands
All categories . . . .. ... .. 52,333 16,387 20,802 13,518 1,627 44,449 6,224 3,374 48,959 6,188 22,257 12,824 10,964 37,043 8,669 5,859 598
Men
All categories . . . .. ... .. 63,852 18,945 25590 17,288 2,029 55,702 6,150 4,551 59,301 10,080 23,954 13,683 15,945 29,926 5,615 25363 2,732
Women Percent distribution

Repeated trouble with
neck, back, or spine . . . .. 19.5 16.4 20.0 225 19.8 20.2 155 17.9 19.6 22.0 20.3 19.1 16.9 19.0 21.8 19.7 20.2
Carpal tunnel syndrome . . . 1.8 0.9 2.3 2.1 *1.7 2.0 *0.7 *1.0 1.8 1.5 1.7 2.0 1.9 1.8 1.4 2.7 *1.3
Tendinitis . . .......... 3.3 21 34 4.4 2.8 34 24 25 3.3 2.2 3.6 35 3.0 3.3 24 4.6 *3.0
Asthma . ............ 2.8 3.2 2.8 2.3 *1.7 2.8 2.5 2.0 2.8 35 25 29 2.7 2.6 3.3 2.7 *5.1
Chronic bronchitis . . . . . .. 2.6 21 24 35 *1.5 2.8 1.0 2.6 2.6 3.2 2.6 2.8 1.9 2.6 2.8 25 *1.0
Deafness®. . .......... 1.0 0.6 0.8 1.4 4.6 1.1 *0.4 *0.4 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.2 0.7 1.0 0.9 1.1 *1.3

Men

Repeated trouble with
neck, back, or spine . . . .. 18.7 15.4 20.7 19.6 17.5 19.3 14.8 15.7 19.0 20.9 19.9 19.2 15.1 16.5 17.4 21.8 17.7
Carpal tunnel syndrome . . . 1.2 0.5 1.5 1.5 *0.8 1.2 *0.7 *0.8 1.2 1.1 1.2 1.6 0.7 0.7 *1.1 1.8 *0.8
Tendinitis . . .......... 3.6 21 45 4.3 *1.1 3.9 1.8 1.7 3.7 1.8 3.6 4.4 4.0 3.9 2.8 3.6 *1.1
Asthma . ............ 2.0 2.3 2.0 1.7 *2.8 2.0 2.1 1.7 2.0 1.7 2.1 2.0 2.1 2.1 2.3 1.8 *2.4
Chronic bronchitis . . . . . .. 12 0.7 12 1.7 3.6 13 11 *0.5 13 1.6 1.2 1.2 1.0 11 1.4 13 *1.3
Deafness®. . .......... 1.9 0.8 1.4 3.2 8.5 2.2 *0.5 *0.5 2.0 2.7 2.1 1.8 1.4 1.8 *1.0 2.2 29

Number of persons interviewed

Women . ............ 13,755 4,021 5,736 3,440 558 11,285 2,081 796 12,959 1,680 5,617 3,385 3,049 9,635 2,397 1,526 147
Men . .............. 13,653 3,689 5,741 3,714 509 11,875 1,415 878 12,775 2,097 4,914 2,968 3,634 6,523 1,218 5,271 593

* Figure does not meet standards of reliability or precision.
Lincludes races other than black and white and unknown occupations and unknown education.

?Includes farming, forestry, and fishing occupations.

SCurrently occurring in one or both ears.

NOTES: The percents shown are weighted national estimates. The standard error compu