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Chlamydial Infection: A Clinical 
and Public Health Perspective, a rela-
tively short textbook, focuses on Chla-
mydia trachomatis, the most common 
bacterial agent of sexually transmitted 
infections. In the introduction, Black 
provides some definitions, a historical 
background, and a table summarizing 
the main clinical syndromes associ-
ated with urogenital serovars. Regret-
tably, this introduction does not men-
tion the increasingly recognized role 
of urogenital chlamydial infections 
in miscarriage and infections caused 
by other members of the Chlamydi-
ales order, such as C. pneumoniae and 
Waddlia chondrophila. Such mention 

would be especially useful because 
understanding the biology and evolu-
tion of C. trachomatis also relies par-
tially on research performed on other 
chlamydiae, as is discussed nicely in 
the genomics chapter by T.E. Putman 
and D.D. Rockey.

A basic science chapter, “Chla-
mydia trachomatis Pathogenicity and 
Disease,” highlights the importance 
of C. trachomatis surface protein and 
host genetics in the immunopatho-
genesis of chlamydial infection. This 
chapter by Deborah Dean is enjoy-
able to read, highly informative, and 
represents an extended review with 
292 references. The remaining 8 chap-
ters emphasize epidemiology, clini-
cal presentation, antimicrobial drug 
susceptibility, antibiotherapy, and 
vaccines. These chapters, written by 
field experts, provide precise practical 
recommendations about screening and 
diagnosis of, and treatment approach-
es to, urogenital chlamydial infection 

and about caring for sexual minority 
groups, such as men who have sex 
with men.

Overall, this textbook is an ex-
cellent reference for epidemiologists 
working on sexually transmitted in-
fections, for clinicians interested in 
that field, and for doctoral students 
starting their research on C. tracho-
matis. However, given its relative con-
ciseness, Black’s textbook is unlikely 
to meet the expectations of basic re-
searchers working on the evolution, 
cell biology, and/or molecular micro-
biology of Chlamydia.
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Correction: Vol. 19, No. 3
In the article Multidrug-Resistant Tuberculosis, Somalia, 2010–2011 (I. Sindani 
et al.), author Amal Bassili’s affiliation with the Medical Research Institute, 
Alexandria University, Alexandria, Egypt, was omitted. The article has been 
corrected online (http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/19/03/12-1287_article.htm).
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