Supplemental Table 2. Frequencies of causal ideasa given by mothers who completed the maternal interview by with (n = 2681) and without (n = 5506) any child(ren) with ASDb in their household in the Study to Explore Early Development (SEED), 2007-2020

	
	Household ASDb Status

	
	With household ASDb
(n=2681)
	Without household ASDb
(n=5506)
	Unknown household ASDb status
(n=120)

	Causal idea category
	
	
	

	No, don't think there's any cause
	1085 (40.5)
	3547 (64.4)
	58 (48.3)

	Don't know if there is any cause or what might cause
	77 (2.9)
	189 (3.4)
	< 10

	Missing 
	7 (0.3)
	76 (1.4)
	0 (0)

	Yes, think there is a cause/causes
	1512 (56.4)
	1694 (30.8)
	59 (49.2)

	     Genetics
	539 (20.1)
	453 (8.2)
	

	     Vaccines
	360 (13.4)
	321 (5.8)
	

	     Environment
	291 (10.9)
	364 (6.6)
	

	Parent Lifestyle before/during pregnancy
	224 (8.4)
	352 (6.4)
	

	Maternal Medical issues
	272 (10.1)
	248 (4.5)
	

	Labor & Delivery experiences
	172 (6.4)
	141 (2.6)
	

	     Child Diet
	113 (4.2)
	197 (3.6)
	

	     Child Medical issues
	146 (5.4)
	115 (2.1)
	

	     Maternal Stress before/during pregnancy
	95 (3.5)
	80 (1.5)
	

	     Miscellaneous
	57 (2.1)
	104 (1.9)
	

	     Parent Age
	59 (2.2)
	87 (1.6)
	

	     Child Medication
	63 (2.3)
	66 (1.2)
	

	     Parenting/relationship issues during child’s early life
	39 (1.5)
	88 (1.6)
	

	Maternal Other pre- or peri-pregnancy issues
	22 (0.8)
	38 (0.7)
	

	     No cause provided
	34 (1.3)
	27 (0.5)
	


aMultiple causal ideas could be stated by each respondent
bAutism spectrum disorder
