Supplemental Table 1. Description of ideas about ASDa causesb given by mothers who completed the maternal interview in the Study to Explore Early Development (SEED), 2007-2020

	Causal Idea Category
	
	Description
	Text examples

	Genetics
	
	Genetics, heredity, or familial association stated
	 “predisposition”, “family genetics”, “sister has a son diagnosed with Asperger’s”

	Vaccines
	
	Any mention of a specific type of vaccine, a generic statement about vaccines, or the vaccine schedule for children
	“MMR vaccination”, “chicken pox shot”, “the vaccine schedule”, “too many shots too close together”, “immunizations are high on the list”

	Environment
	
	Child’s and/or parents’ exposure to chemicals, pollutants, or allergens
	“environmental-air quality”, “pollution”, “chemical exposure”, “allergies”, “exposure to lead”, “paints at work”

	Pre-pregnancy, prenatal, perinatal experiences/events: 
	
	Represented in the four categories below:
	

	Parent Lifestyle before/during pregnancy
	
	Maternal or paternal smoking/alcohol/drug use; maternal diet; use of hormonal contraception; statements about general health of mothers
	“if parents are on drugs during their life”, “diet soda”, “how parents take care of themselves when they are pregnant”

	Maternal Medical issues
	
	Maternal illness or infection (chronic or acute); medication during pregnancy; fertility treatments; use of (or lack of) prenatal vitamins or supplements; injuries or surgeries before or during pregnancy
	“my lupus”, “the Rhogam shot”; “fertility treatment”, “my gall bladder surgery in yyyy”, “using reproductive drugs”

	Labor & Delivery experiences
	
	Labor or delivery experiences or neonatal experiences
	“preterm birth”, “long delivery”, “anesthesia during delivery”, “his needing to be resuscitated”, “his jaundice”, “cord wrapped around his neck”

	Maternal Other pre- or peri-pregnancy issues
	
	Birth or pregnancy intervals; generic prenatal or pregnancy-related statements that do not fit into above categories
	“inter-pregnancy interval”, “hostile gestational concerns”

	Child Diet
	
	Diet/food allergy of the child, including breastfeeding issues
	“his food allergies contributed”, “additives in food the child eats”, “hormones in our foods” 

	Child Medical issues
	
	Postnatal injury or illness (chronic or acute) in infancy or early childhood
	“child’s immune system”, “child’s gut problems”,  “her high fevers”, “surgery on his head- bones grew together too soon”, “seizures”

	Maternal Stress before/during pregnancy
	
	Stress or strain or a cause due to family, work, or other sources that produce psychological or emotional stress on the mother; general statements about personal stress
	“in abusive relationship while pregnant”, “death of my mother while pregnant”, “where I worked, how long I worked and the work conditions”

	Miscellaneous:
	
	Combination of the three categories below:
	

	Metaphysical/religious
	
	Mysterious, chance, or religious cause
	“just the way God forms that child”, “it’s a real mystery”,  “it’s just how he is”, “seems an innate thing it’s just who he is”

	Television/electronics use/miscellaneous
	
	Elective use of certain resources
	“watching TV”, “screen time”, “microwave use”, “it has to do with technology”, “lack of education plays a role in disability”

	Cannot categorize
	
	Response was provided but cannot be construed as a cause or is a generic statement of cause that cannot be assigned to any other category and no other cause text is provided
	“awareness rate increase”; “she started showing signs at 9 mos old”; “diagnosis is better now”; “varies”; “a lot of things”, “all the things we’ve talked about”

	Parent Age
	
	Mother’s or father’s age
	“being older”, “potential evidence fathers over 40 have a tendency to have kids with autism”

	Child Medication
	
	Antibiotic taken by child; Other medication taken by child including anesthesia for surgeries
	“antibiotic overuse”, “also Tylenol & Motrin”, “medicine child received during his injury”

	Parenting issues during child’s early life
	
	Parenting or family dynamics with the child after the child is born (including other caregivers like daycare providers)
	“socialization that parents may not be doing at an early age”, “sibling with bipolar scared her”, “parents divorce when she was 3”, “abuse of child and what they witness”, “attachment to parents”

	No cause provided
	
	Stated ‘yes’ to thinking there is a cause but gave no response to “tell me about those factors”
	


aAutism spectrum disorder 
bMultiple causes could be stated by each respondent

