Appendix 2. Interview Questions from the National School COVID-19 Prevention Study 

1. Based on the information provided in the National School COVID-19 Prevention Survey, [Prevention strategy 1, Prevention strategy 2, Prevention Strategy 3] were mentioned as being part of your school’s COVID-19 prevention efforts, does that seem right? 
a. Probe: Are there other strategies that your school utilized that were not reported? 
2. How were decisions made on what strategies to implement throughout the school year? 
a. Probe: Who was involved in those decisions? 
b. Probe: Tell me a little about how your school district’s COVID plan impacted what you did within the school. Were you asked to simply implement everything in the district plan, or did you have any flexibility in what strategies you implemented or how you implemented them? 
c. Probe: How was CDC guidance utilized for these decisions? How do you feel about the guidance that was provided by CDC? 
d. Probe: How were teachers and staff involved in decision making related to changes to prevention strategies or guidelines? 
3. How were decisions made about changing, removing, or adding prevention strategies throughout the current school year? 
a. Probe: Were there specific indicators or thresholds (e.g., case rates, testing % positivity, vaccine coverage, CDC’s community COVID-19 transmission levels or community COVID-19 levels) that your school and/or district utilized to guide policy changes and implementation? If yes, please share what indicators or thresholds were used. 
b. Probe: In what specific ways did your school’s plans or policies change during the current academic year? 
c. Probe: How were teachers and staff members able to provide feedback on the various prevention strategies implemented at your school? 
d. Probe: What opportunities does the community have to provide input on COVID-19 prevention in your school?
4. Your school’s response to our survey(s) indicates that you have primarily utilized [learning model 1, learning model 2, & learning model 3] during the current school year.  Now that your school is primarily in person, what role has virtual learning taken? 
a. Probe: To what group(s) is virtual learning available (e.g., available for students with underlying health conditions that put them at higher risk, students absent due to COVID-19 exposure or illness)? 
b. Probe: How is virtual learning implemented? Who is responsible for facilitation? 
c. Probe: What challenges, if any, has your school experienced in providing alternative learning opportunities since coming back to primarily in-person learning? 
COVID-19 Prevention Measures 
Thank you for sharing. Now we are going to discuss details about specific prevention measures implemented at your school. 
[Interviewer Note:  Prior to beginning the interview, collect relevant survey data for the school from completed NSCPS survey waves using the Survey Data Notes Template. Craft questions appropriately based on survey responses]
5. From your school’s survey data, it looks like your school has [insert mask use policy information]. What more can you tell me about your mask policies and how they have shifted throughout the current school year? What are your current mask use policies? 
[For school’s that have a mask policy]
a. Probe: What helped with successful implementation of your mask policy?
b. Probe: What challenges, if any, has your school encountered in implementing or adhering to the mask requirement?
[For school’s that changed their mask policy during the school year] 
c. Probe: What factors impacted any decisions to alter your school’s mask use policy? 
[For school’s that have never had a mask policy]
d. Probe: What factors influenced your school’s decision to not have a mask policy during the 2021-2022 school year?
6. Your school’s survey responses indicated that you have [insert ventilation strategies] to improve ventilation at your school. What more can you tell me about steps your school took to improve ventilation? 
a. Probe: What factors helped with implementation of improved ventilation policies at your school?
[For schools who replaced or upgraded HVAC system]
b. Probe:  You indicated that your HVAC system was replaced or upgraded to increase ventilation and filtration in your school. Can you tell me more about how the decision to do this was made? Who was involved in the decision-making for this?  
c. Probe: What challenges, if any, has your school encountered when trying to improve or increase ventilation?
7. How were strategies like handwashing, cleaning, or disinfecting, and promoting physical distance integrated into your school’s plan for preventing COVID-19 at your school? 
a. Probe: What factors helped with implementation of these strategies? 
b. Probe: What factors made your school’s promotion of handwashing, cleaning, and disinfecting, and promoting physical distance challenging?
COVID-19 Screening, Testing, and Vaccination Practices
[Interviewer Note:  Prior to beginning interview, collect relevant survey data for the school from completed NSCPS survey waves using the Survey Data Notes Template. Craft questions appropriately based on survey responses]
8. Your school’s survey responses indicated that [insert school COVID-19 testing information]. What more can you tell me about your school’s use of testing for COVID-19 as a prevention strategy? 
[ For schools who used testing as a prevention strategy] 
a. Probe: Who is or was responsible for conducting testing at your school?
[For schools who did not use testing as a prevention strategy]
b. What factors influenced your school’s decision to not use COVID-19 testing as a prevention strategy?
Students and staff identified as close contacts of someone with COVID-19 may be required to take additional precautions such as quarantining and not attending school in-person, participating in routine COVID-19 testing, or being required to wear a mask when attending school. Sometimes these approaches can vary by the vaccination status of close contacts. 
9. Based on your survey data, your school [did/did not] have a quarantine policy for most of the school year. Does this sound accurate? 
[For schools that did have a quarantine policy]
a. Probe: What factors made your school’s quarantine policy successful?
b. Probe: Were there any barriers your school experienced to implementing the policy?
c. Probe: How were contact tracing and/or COVID-19 testing involved in the quarantine policy? 
[For schools that did not have a quarantine policy]
d. Probe: What factors influenced your school’s decision to not have a quarantine policy? 
10. Did your school’s approach to quarantine vary by individuals’ vaccination status? 
a. Probe: How did this work out? 
[For schools where quarantine policy depended on vaccination status]
b. Probe: Please tell me about any advantages or disadvantages of varying quarantine requirements by individuals’ vaccination status. 
 
11. It was noted that your school [insert vaccination provision and promotion information] for students, staff, and teachers at your school. Is this correct? How is your school currently providing or promoting COVID-19 vaccination among these groups? 
[For schools that provide COVID-19 vaccine information]
a. Probe: What kind of information is provided at your school related to COVID-19 vaccination? 
b. Probe: How has/does your district support vaccination for teachers, students, and other support staff who are interested in getting vaccinated? 
c. Probe: How was/is that implemented? 
d. Probe: What has supported the provision of vaccine events at the school or other district sponsored events? 
e. Probe: What challenges have you faced providing vaccine events? 
[For schools that did not provide COVID-19 vaccine information]
f. What factors influenced your school’s decision to not promote COVID-19 vaccine information? 
[Review survey information to identify if school is tracking vaccination status. Ask for schools who report tracking vaccine status for staff, teachers, or students] 
12. Please describe any processes your school has in place, if any, to keep track of vaccination status for students, teachers, and other support staff? 
a. Probe: What has worked well? 
b. Probe: What has not worked well? 
Student Health and COVID-19
Aside from the pandemic, schools play a vital role in promoting student health through the provision of nutrition services, opportunities for physical activity, and other health services. We would now like to learn more about this. Please note that we have collected some of this information before, but please feel free to add or clarify where you feel necessary. 
13. In what ways has your school implemented physical education, extracurricular activities, and other opportunities for physical activity, such as recess during the 2021-2022 school year? 
a. Probe: What challenges, if any, has your school experienced in providing physical education or recess to students? 
b. Probe: What solutions or alternatives has your school used to providing physical education or recess to students? 
c. Probe: What challenges, if any, has your school experienced in extracurricular activities? 
d. Probe: What solutions or alternatives has your school found in providing extracurricular activities?
Impact of COVID-19
14. What have been the biggest challenges that your school, as a whole, has faced since the start of the pandemic?  
a. Probe: Limited resources and supplies, staff shortages and burnout, substitute teachers, reduction in student enrollment, direction, or guidance from district offices
b. Probe: What supports – from CDC, your state, school district, or the community – would have helped your school to implement COVID-19 prevention strategies at your school? 
c. Probe: From your perspective, what have been the biggest challenges for teachers and staff during the 2021-2022 school year? 
15. What are your schools’ most immediate concerns related to the health and wellbeing of your students and staff at this time?
Lessons Learned and Emergency Preparedness and Infection Control
We are nearing the end of our conversation today and we’ll close with just a few more questions about how the COVID-19 pandemic has impacted your school’s future plans for emergency preparedness. 
16. As prevention strategies around the spread of COVID-19 continue to be eased, what strategies, if any, will your school continue to use with students?  Will you do anything else specifcally to support students with disabilities or underlying health conditions?
a.	Probe: How will lessons learned during the COVID-19 pandemic impact your school’s ability to plan for future emergencies or disease outbreaks? 

