March 2025 Occupational Health Watch

New Dashboard Tracks Engineered Stone Silicosis in California

Silicosis is a progressive, incurable, and sometimes fatal lung disease caused by inhaling crystalline silica dust.
Silicosis has become increasingly prevalent among workers who fabricate engineered stone countertops and are
exposed to high levels of silica dust when cutting, grinding, and polishing engineered stone. Workers with silicosis
associated with engineered stone tend to be much younger compared with workers with silicosis from other types
of silica exposures. The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) Occupational Health Branch (OHB) has
conducted statewide tracking of engineered stone silicosis since 2019 and has identified 259 confirmed cases as of

3/19/2025, including 15 deaths and 30 workers who have received lung transplants.

Tracking data is essential for documenting the risks, trends, and burden of silicosis. Multiple stakeholders, including
local health jurisdictions, Cal/OSHA, the media, health care providers, and others regularly request updates on the
number of cases and disease outcomes. In order to make updated data publicly available, CDPH OHB has released
an online dashboard that tracks confirmed silicosis cases related to engineered stone in the state. The dashboard
will be updated weekly, and includes the numbers of cases, transplants, and deaths, the year that cases were
identified, case demographics, and the geographic distribution of cases in the state. In addition to the dashboard,

other silicosis resources are available on the program website.

Resources

¢ Dashboard webpage - CDPH Website
e About the Data (PDF) - CDPH Website
¢ Dashboard Instructions (PDF) - CDPH Website.

Email OHW@cdph.ca.gov with feedback about this update or change of address.
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