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Measles Outbreak in the Marshall Islands

Travelers to the Marshall Islands should be fully vaccinated against measles.

A measles outbreak has occurred in the Marshall Islands, with spread cases reported in Hawaii, Palau and Guam. In the
Marshall Islands, the outbreak has involved 703 cases, 56 hospitalizations and three deaths. The age distribution data shows
the highest incidence among children 1-4 years however, although 62% of the cases are occurring among children less than

15 years of age, cases are also occurring among adults up to age 40 years.

Spread cases (2 confirmed, others probable) have been seen in Guam (3), Palau (1) and Hawaii (4). Three other cases are
under investigation in Hawaii among Marshallese. In addition, special vaccination activities have been conducted in Arkansas

due to a large population of Marshallese residing there.

Approximately 800 doses of vaccine per day are being administered in the Marshall Islands to infants greater than 6 months of

age and to persons through 40 years old without evidence of measles vaccination.

CDC is assisting with outbreak control, coordination of vaccine and immune globulin shipments to the Marshall Islands and

technical assessments.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) protects people’'s health and safety by preventing and
controlling diseases and injuries; enhances health decisions by providing credible information on critical health
issues; and promotes healthy living through strong partnerships with local, national and international
organizations.
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