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Outbreak Notice: Respiratory Illness in Long-term Care Facility in British 
Columbia, Canada: August 14, 2003

Health authorities in British Columbia, Canada have released information about an outbreak of acute respiratory illness in a 

residential care facility for the elderly in North Surrey. The outbreak has involved 97 residents and 46 staff members since July 

3, 2003. A small number of the patients involved in the outbreak have had preliminary test results indicating a virus similar to 

SARS coronavirus. However, the illness in most of the patients has been mild (i.e., cold-like symptoms) in contrast to the 

typical illness of patients with SARS. Most of the residents and staff have fully recovered. Seven residents have died since 

July 3. Four of these deaths appear to be unrelated to the outbreak, whereas pneumonia was a contributing factor in the 

others. (Additional information is available on the British Columbia Centre for Disease Control website -- www.bccdc.org.)

Further testing and investigation is underway. The outbreak appears to be waning, and control measures are in place.

No precautions for U.S. travelers are recommended at this time. CDC is in close contact with health authorities in Canada and 

the World Health Organization, and information will be updated as it becomes available.

The Centers fo r  Disease C ontro l and Prevention (CDC) p ro tec ts  people 's hea lth  and sa fe ty  by p reven ting  and  
contro lling  diseases and  in ju rie s ; enhances hea lth  decisions by p rov id ing  credib le in fo rm a tion  on c ritica l health  

issues; and  prom otes hea lthy liv in g  through s trong  partne rsh ips w ith  loca l, na tiona l and  in te rna tiona l
organizations.
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