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U.S. Terrorism Threat Level Increased to Orange

On Monday, March 17, the nation's th re a t level was raised from  elevated risk ("ye llow ") to  high risk 

("o range"), the  second highest level o f the Homeland Security Advisory System . The change was prom pted by 

a belie f on the  part o f the  Department of Homeland Security th a t te rro ris ts  may a ttem p t to a ttack U.S. and 

coalition ta rgets worldw ide in the  event o f hostilities with Iraq.

The D epartm ent o f Homeland Security is taking measures across the country to  raise preparedness to  th e ir 

h ighest levels. This includes increased security at U.S. borders and in the transpo rta tion , oil and food 

industries, as well as the  m obilization o f response and recovery team s across the nation.

A t th is  tim e , public health officials are urged to  be fu lly  prepared to  respond to  te rro ris t attacks.

Specific Public Health activ ities p rudent a t th is  tim e  include:

• Ensure th a t surveillance and reporting  measures are active and a lerted to  report any unusual disease or

disease patterns, or chemical or radiation events;

• Review specific emergency response plans;

• Evaluate facilities and personnel to  ensure the  safety and security o f both;

• Educate employees on em ergency procedures;

• Ensure suffic ient sta ffing  to  respond to  potentia l w idespread or m ultip le  events th rea ten ing  the nation's

public health; and,

• Ready com m unications systems to  meet the needs o f all audiences, including emergency responders,

clinicians and the general public.

HHS and the  Centers fo r Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are provid ing in form ation  to  assist the public 

health com m unity  in increasing th e ir  level o f preparedness fo r d iffe ren t th re a t agents. In fo rm ation  on th rea t 

agents is available a t the CDC website a t h ttp ://w w w .c d c .g o v . General in form ation  about the  health effects o f 

te rro rism  th re a t agents is available at h ttp ://w w w .b t.cdc .gov_and h ttp ://w w w .a tsd r.cdc .go v

• For questions, technical assistance, or to  report an event, please call the  CDC Emergency Operations

Center a t 770-488-7100.
The Centers fo r  Disease C ontro l and Prevention (CDC) p ro tec ts  people 's hea lth  and  sa fe ty  by p reven ting  and  

contro lling  diseases and  in ju rie s ; enhances hea lth  decisions by p rov id ing  credib le in fo rm a tion  on c ritica l health
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issues; and  prom otes hea lthy liv in g  th rough s trong  partnersh ips w ith  loca l, na tiona l and  in te rna tiona l
organizations.
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