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Public Health Statement Regarding Space Shuttle Debris

The Centers fo r Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Agency fo r Toxic Substances and Disease 

Registry (ATSDR) are providing technical support fo r the Federal response to the Space Shuttle Columbia 

disaster.

CDC and ATSDR are also providing information about the possible health effects o f shuttle debris to state health 

departments on or near the shuttle flight path and therefore possible sites fo r debris.

CDC and ATSDR support the NASA m essages to protect public health: Anyone who finds suspected debris 

should stay away from it and avoid touching it. If suspected debris is found, call 800-525-5555 or local law 

enforcem ent officials.

General information about the health effects o f a variety o f hazardous materials, including fuel propellants, is 

available at http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxfaq.htm l

The Centers fo r  Disease C ontro l and Prevention (CDC) p ro tec ts  people 's hea lth  and  sa fe ty  by p reven ting  and  
contro lling  diseases and  in ju rie s ; enhances hea lth  decisions by p rov id ing  credib le in fo rm a tion  on c ritica l health  

issues; and  prom otes hea lthy liv in g  through s trong  partne rsh ips w ith  loca l, na tiona l and  in te rna tiona l
organizations.
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