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Health Alert Network Update 

Information Update Related to Yersinia Pestis

When a potential public health emergency occurs, the Centers fo r Disease Control and Prevention W eb site 

(www.cdc.gov) can be your source fo r timely, accurate and scientifically precise information to help prepare you 

as situations develop.

As most o f you know  by now, specimens positive fo r Yersinia pestis that were reported missing late yesterday 

afternoon from  the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center (TTUHSC) Laboratory in Lubbock, Texas have 

now been located. The F.B.I. has concluded that all the missing vials have been accounted fo r and determined 

that there is no danger to public safety whatsoever. The investigation is still underway.

While TTUHSC officials had no reason to believe the samples were intentionally removed from the laboratory, 

they promptly notified local, state, and federal public health and law enforcements officials. Because o f current 

concerns about potential misuse, and questions you may receive about plague, CDC is communicating this 

information to state public health officials.

For additional information on Yersinia pestis and plague, please visit the CDC website at 

www.bt.cdc.gov/agent/plague/index.asp

The Centers fo r  Disease C ontro l and Prevention (CDC) p ro tec ts  people 's hea lth  and  sa fe ty  by p reven ting  and  
contro lling  diseases and  in ju rie s ; enhances hea lth  decisions by p rov id ing  credib le in fo rm a tion  on c ritica l hea lth  

issues; and  prom otes hea lthy liv in g  through s trong  partne rsh ips w ith  loca l, na tiona l and  in te rna tiona l
organizations.
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