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CONFIDENTIAL.

PLEASE DO NOT FORWARD, REDISTRIBUTE, OR COPY THIS MESSAGE:

A state health department official received a telephone inquiry from an individual identifying himself as a local area reporter. 

The telephone caller asked the state official about the types of viruses/agents the state department of health kept onsite. The 

state official declined to answer the caller's question and placed a follow up call to the television station that employed the 

local reporter to verify the call and the request for information.

The follow-up revealed that the local area reporter whose name was used did NOT place the original phone call and made no 

such inquiry. Upon discovering the fraudulent information, the state official contacted the FBI.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has requested the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) send a query 

to all state health departments and public health laboratory officials for the following: Please contact the FBI HQ Weapons of 

Mass Destruction Operations Unit (see contact information below) if your state office or laboratory has received a similar call 

requesting information on the types of viruses/agents stored at local DOHs and laboratories.

The FBI asks that states report such calls to Mr. Rick Kelly at 202-324-0259 or Ms. Kathy Smith at 202-324-0225 (FBI). Also, 

CDC asks that anyone having knowledge of such calls report the incident to the CDC Emergency Operations Center(EOC)by 

email at eocop@cdc.gov or telephone the CDC EOC at 770-488-7100.

This report has also been posted on Epi-X.

The Centers fo r  Disease C ontro l and Prevention (CDC) p ro tec ts  people 's hea lth  and  sa fe ty  by p reven ting  and  
contro lling  diseases and  in ju rie s ; enhances hea lth  decisions by p rov id ing  credib le in fo rm a tion  on c ritica l health  

issues; and  prom otes hea lthy liv in g  through s trong  partne rsh ips w ith  loca l, na tiona l and  in te rna tiona l
organizations.
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