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Message from DHHS: Terrorist Threat

In an e ffo r t to  b e tte r in fo rm  you  o f va rio u s  n a tio na l s e c u r ity  re la ted  a le rts  issue d  by the  O ffice  o f 

H om eland S e cu rity  and  th e  D epartm en t o f Ju s tice , w h e n e ve r a pp ro p ria te , th e  D epartm en t o f H ea lth  and 

H um an S e rv ice s ' E m ergency C om m and C en te r w ill fo rw a rd  re levan t in fo rm a tio n . B e low  is a n o tif ic a tio n  

th a t w as  se n t o u t to  law  e n fo rce m en t agenc ies  n a tio nw ide . P lease share  th is  in fo rm a tio n  w ith  y o u r  key 

m em bers  o f  y o u r s ta ff.

P o ten tia l a l-Q aeda 's T hreats  to  T arge ts  in th e  U n ited  S ta tes and A b road

Recent statements, apparently by Al Qaeda leaders, threaten attacks against U.S. econom ic interests. An audio 

message from Osama bin Ladin, (taped on an underdeterm ined date), broadcast by al-Jazeera recently, refers to 

Al Qaeda targeting key sectors o f the U.S. economy. Another senior leader (bin Ladin's senior deputy, Ayman al- 

Zawahiri) reiterated the threat in the closing line o f a recent audio taped interview.

The sequential release o f these statements, coupled with our knowledge o f ongoing plotting by Al Qaeda 

members and threat information described by detainees, strengthens previous assessments that Al Qaeda 

continues to plan m ajor attacks against U.S. interests. The statements suggest that an attack may have been 

approved, while the specific tim ing is left to operatives in the field. O ur concerns are heightened by comments 

from Al Qaeda detainees who are independently interpreting these taped remarks as a sign o f attack. In 1998, Al 

Qaeda issued a fatwa calling fo r attacks against Am ericans worldwide, apparently presaging the August East 

Africa embassy bombings.

The content o f these statements and the context surrounding these threats reinforce our view that they may signal 

an attack. One senior detainee maintains that Al Qaeda would only release such a statem ent after approving as 

specific plan fo r an attack. A t this time we have no information on a specific time, date or location o f an attack.

O ther aspects o f the statements reflect what we know o f bin Ladin and Al Qaeda strategy. The focus on econom ic 

targets is consistent with Al Qaeda's stated ideological goals and longstanding strategy. The Septem ber 11 

attacks and com m entary on these attacks by bin Ladin and others indicate how central econom ic targets are to 

this strategy: The group leaders have said that they aim to undermine what they see as the backbone o f U.S. 

power, the economy. Our adversary is trying to portray Am erican influence as based on econom ic m ight and 

therefore seeks to strike an econom ic target prominent enough fo r econom ic and sym bolic reasons that it would 

have immediate resonance around the world.

In addition, other recent appeals in extrem ist circles, some purporting to be from  bin Ladin, urge Muslin youth to 

strike U.S. forces in Kuwait, Jordan, Qatar, and Bahrain. The Al Qaeda organization, which has lost its safe haven



in Afghanistan and many o f its leaders, is attempting to manipulate the broader Islam ic extrem ists' comm unity to 

attack the U.S. at home and abroad.

In view o f the above information, the Federal Bureau o f Investigation urges recipients to review and implement 

additional prudent steps to detect, disrupt, deter, and defend against potential attacks against our nation's critical 

infrastructure and installations at home and abroad. At this time, we are maintaining the Homeland Security 

Advisory System Threat Level at Yellow  Elevated.

State and local law enforcem ent are encouraged to d iscuss appropriate measures fo r the ir respective 

communities with our designated Jo int Terrorist Task Force.

The Centers fo r  Disease C ontro l and Prevention (CDC) p ro tec ts  people 's hea lth  and  sa fe ty  by p reven ting  and  
contro lling  diseases and  in ju rie s ; enhances hea lth  decisions by p rov id ing  credib le in fo rm a tion  on c ritica l health  

issues; and  prom otes hea lthy liv in g  through s trong  partne rsh ips w ith  loca l, na tiona l and  in te rna tiona l
organizations.
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