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Smallpox Response Plan and Teleconference

The Department o f Health and Human Services, Centers fo r Disease Control and Prevention is releasing today 

an updated version o f the post-event Sm allpox Response Plan and Guidelines. This is the third revision to these 

guidelines since they were released in November 2001.

This version contains an important addition to our sm allpox preparedness efforts-a comprehensive annex titled 

"Smallpox Vaccination C linic Guide." This new section describes the operational and logistical considerations 

associated with implementing a large-scale voluntary vaccination program in response to a confirmed sm allpox 

outbreak. The clinic guide has been in developm ent fo r several months with state and other healthcare partners.

The "Sm allpox Vaccination Clinic Guide" is designed to facilitate and strengthen the ability o f state and local 

officials to quickly and effectively implement large-scale vaccination clinics in response to a sm allpox outbreak. 

Following a confirmed sm allpox outbreak, rapid voluntary vaccination o f a large population may be required to: 1) 

supplem ent priority surveillance and containm ent control strategies in areas with sm allpox cases, 2) reduce the 

"at-risk" population fo r additional intentional releases o f sm allpox virus if the probability o f such occurrences is 

considered significant, or 3) address heightened public or political concerns regarding access to voluntary 

vaccination. The clinic guide was posted to www.cdc.gov earlier today.

The CDC will be holding a media te leconference today at 12 noon (Eastern tim e) to discuss the latest version of 

the Sm allpox Response Plan and Guidelines, including the clinic guide. The details are provided below. This 

te leconference will also be audio webcast. You are invited to listen to the te leconference LIVE online at 

www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media.

Teleconference Details:

W HO: Joseph Henderson, CDC Associate D irector fo r Terrorism  Preparedness & Response 

Dr. W alter Orenstein, Director, CDC's National Immunization Program

W H A T: The DHSS, Centers fo r Disease Control and Prevention today released to state and local public health 

bioterrorism planners an updated version o f the post-event Sm allpox Response Plan and Guidelines. This 

document does not address the sm allpox pre-event plan and guidelines that will identify which designated groups 

in the states will receive sm allpox vaccine prior to an event.

WHEN: TO DAY M onday, S ep tem be r 23, 2002

12:00-12:45 pm

http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media


W HERE: LIVE online at www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media

A full transcript o f this te leconference w ill be available following the teleconference on the CDC website at 

www.cdc.gov/od/oc/media

The Centers fo r  Disease C ontro l and Prevention (CDC) p ro tec ts  people 's hea lth  and  sa fe ty  by p reven ting  and  
contro lling  diseases and  in ju rie s ; enhances hea lth  decisions by p rov id ing  credib le in fo rm a tion  on c ritica l health  

issues; and  prom otes hea lthy liv in g  through s trong  partnersh ips w ith  loca l, na tiona l and  in te rna tiona l
organizations.
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