
FOR A ~ I N I S W T I ~  USE 

CDC mFLUENIWli SZlRmI 
No. 54 February 5, l960 

U. S, DBP'dR OF lEAL!EI, EDUCATION, AND 
Public Health Service Bureau of Strite Servicea 
C-aica;Sle Disease Center - Robert J. Anderson, M.D., Chief' 

Qidemiology Branch - Alexander D. h n ~ u i x ,  M.D., Chief 
SurvetiLance Section - E, RueselX Alexander, M.D,,Chief 
S t a t i s t i c s  SeckPon - Robert E. Serfling, Ph.B., Chief 

Surveillance Section 
50 Seventh St ree t ,  N.E. 
Atlanta 23, Georgia 
Telephone r TRinity 6-3311 
Extension 5454 

InfommLion contained in t h i s  repork is  a s w x y  09 data reported 
t o  CDC by S h t e  Health Deparaents,  Epidemic Intelligence Service Wflcers ,  
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Influenza Center f o r  tbe  Asaericas, the National Office of Vital  S t a t i s t i c s ,  
and other  pert inent  sources. Much of it is preliraLnary fn nature and is 
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one desiring t o  quote this information i a  urged t o  contact the person or 
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releasing any information from %heir own States ,  
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Scattered, limited outbreaXes of influerim -like disease have continued 
t o  be reported i n  the one-week interval since %he pubPicalion of CDC InSLuenza 
Surveillance Report No. 53, January 29, 1960. Ysny o f  the zrutbrea9rs reported 
t h i s  week a r e  i n  s h l e s  3n the scutfieastern Unii;ed States,  and the n u b e r  o f  
sutbreaka reporbed Srm other areas is declinJ.ng. a n y  of t he  prev%ously re- 
ported ou%breaks, ~ r t i c u l a r l y  i a  the  Northeaet and PEd~resZ;, are su'bsidFng, 
althw* sporadic caies continue t o  occur in those areas.  C l in ica l  inPluenza 
saainr;  widespread i a  Texcsls, bu% appears t o  be eubsiding e;mtdually in Southern 
California, 

An increased incidence febrile respiratory dfcease, o r  Local OU%- 
breaks 06" clinical I~luenza have been reported fn a t o t a l  of 35 s t a t e s ,  i n -  
cbudfng the Dis t r ic t  of' Columbia. Ty'pe A2 fnfluenza virus hasl been i so l a t ed  
i n  a to ta l  of 22 s ta tes ,  ineJ,uding the Bis t r fc t  of Colmbfa. 

Mortality due t o  Influenza and pnewonia, as reported Pram 108 cf%ices 
%or %he week ending Jersluary 301;h, eont2;fnued t o  r i se ,  and f o r  the  Pourkh suc- 
~ s s ~ i v e  week exceeded the  "epiaermbc threshold", This lnerease i s  noted i n  
several regions, but, .as was true h a t  week, i s  pasticuhxly marked i n  "che 
~ ~ 1 P l c  region. bong 8 California c i t i e s ,  t h e  increase is nos% mrked f-n 
Los Anwles ' 

11, mrsent Status aP Influenza, i n  the  United S h t e s  

1, Massachusetts : Dr, F, R ,  Philbrods, Director, Dtvisiou of Comuni- 
cable Dieeases, bssac2lusetts DewacWent of RilbLic Healeh, reported t h a t  %be 
~u.t;break i n  the  Greaeer Boston area has vlr%ual1y subsided, and school absen- 
teeism has  reJt;wned t o  n o m l .  seasonal 1eveJ;s. Moderate incrsaaos i n  school 
absenteeism have been noted i n  scattered areas throughout t h e  rese  of the State, 
with New Bedforti, Fr@mili&amt and Wareester reporting f 0-1cj$ absenteeism. The 
Worce~Zer City Efoapital reeert ly reported absenteeim among i t s  staff of 15s. 

A tott%l oF nbiou2; 513 cases have been reported fn the Charleatown Navy Yard, 
and spomdic cases are continuing Lo occur, A v i r a l  agent bas been ident i f ied ,  
but; not yet typed, in a, spechen from t h i s  ou*break. 

I 

2,  Rf3ode Zsland: According Lo D r .  R ,  F, McAteer, Med2eal Director,  I 
Division of ComunfcabXB Diseases, Rho& Island. DeparYhnent o f  Healtb, there 
has been a slight increase In  reporting of febrile respiratory dfsease from 
all over %he State. School absentee levels  have been n o m l  Z;o slightby in-  
creased, as  have industrial, absentee levela .  However, there  have been no I 
reported local izing ont"Drealcs or c ~ m u n i t y  epidenics. 

3, Yemont: Dr, L. J, Leavens, Director, Division of Cmmicable I 
Disease Control, Vermont Department of B e ~ ~ l t h ,  described an ou tbred  o f  cl in ica l  1 
influenza which occurred i n  %he? town of Weodatock, A pr iva te  school f n  tbt 
town reported 15 of 90 pupils ill, althaugb the  public school studenks experi- 



enced very L i t t l e  i l h s s ,  Sporadic eases have been reported i n  widely 
scaktered areas  of Vermont, 

Hiddl,e At l an t i c  : 

4. Haw Jersey: Dr. W, J, Dougherty, Director, Division of Fmmentable 
Rlsease Control, New Jersey S ta t e  Deprtment of Health, reported t h a t  one 
i so l a t ion  of A2 influenza virus was made Prom an individual wl t fa  c l i n i c a l  i l l n e s s  
i n  t h e  family of a Bealth Depart-men"t;rpployee, i n  Trenton. &though sporadic 
cases of c l i n i c a l  influenza have occurred, there have been no reported au%breaks 
or instances of c c m n i t y  involvement. 

5. New Yark: D r .  R, M. AlbrechL, Director, Bureau o f  Qldeni io loa  and 
Cc~.municsble Disease Control, New York Sta te  Deparhent o f  Eealth, skated t h a t  
no f u r t h e r  evidence o f  influenza a c l i v i t y  has been reported, e i the r  f r ~ m  CJyaming 
and. Genesee: Counties, previously reported t o  have had mild outbreaks of 2nd 
Pluenza-like disease,  o r  frcrn the  r e s t  of the S ta te ,  

Dr. Morris Greenberg, Dlreetor, Bureau of Preventable Diseases, New York 
C i t y  Department of Health, stakelfl, similarby, %.hat Lhere has been no evidence 
o f  unusual mounts  of influenza-like diseases i n  Hew Yosk City.  

D r .  E. D. Kilboursle, Cornell University Medical College, reported the 
isolrt"t;ion o f  A2 iixf'luenza virus P r m  a 46-year-old m n  admitted t o  The Mew 
York Hospital  on January 18, 1960, The onset of t h i s  patien"c"sl1ness had 
been t h e  preceding day, January a7, while era route t o  New York from Cleveland, 
Ohlo, where influenza was know t o  be occurring, 

6 ,  Pennsylvania : D r .  W, B . Schrack, Director, Division of Gomunicable 
Disease Con-trol, Bennsylmnia Depar-bnent of Health, described an i l l n e w  " 
resembling influenza which occurred among rnelribere of ;a family i n  J o h n ~ t o m .  
Two chi ldren,  both pre-schoo3. age, became 111, had a rapidly downhill course, 
and died; the 30-year old f a t h e r  shor t ly  a f%emrd  experienced a similar, though 
milder i l l n e s s ,  The inolat ion of A2 influenza v i rus  Pram the  fa ther  was reported 
by Dr, Klaus Hutmeler, University of Peslnsylvanjia School of MeUcine, through 
D r .  R. &, Robinson, I n t e r n a t i o m l  Influenza Center Per the h e r i c a s .  1% was 
not possible t o  ob.6ain laboratory specinens jaram the  two children, 

South At l an t i c  : 

7. Georgia: D r .  W. J, Murphy, Director, Division of -Epidemiology Control, 
Georgia Department of' Publie Wealth, reported that schos labsen tee im i n  Fu3=t;on 
County ( ~ t l a n t a ) ,  which had been efevsted l a s t  week as reported i n  CDG Influenza 
Survei l lance Report No, 53, January 29, 1960, h s  now returned t o  normal 
seasonal l eve l s .  No fu r the r  oukbreaks of Itlgluenza-like disease have been 
reported from the S ta t e .  

One i so la t ion  of A;! influenza v i rus  was glade from an individual with 
c l i n i c a l  influenza i n  the Atlanta area.  

8, brybani3: Dr, Chea-rla-tte Sibveman, Chief, Division of &idemiolow and 
Comunicable Disease Control, %mland State Deprtment of Health s t a t ed  t b t  
Increases i r a  influenza-like i l l nesses  have been noted i n  Anne Arundel, Cecil, 



Farford, Bltjanore, ;and WashinGon Counties, I n  these areas, sharp increases 
of respiratory i12nesses were low2ized t o  individual schools or sections. 
On a state-wise basis ,  however, school absenteeism was not increased; and there 
was no evidence t o  indicate a c m u n i t y  outbreak in the  City of Baltimore. 

A2 Influenza virus was i so la ted  frcm 6 o f  24 c iv f l i an  employees with 
4 i n i c a l  Influenza at C3mp Detriek In  Fredericlr County, One add$-f;ional i so la t ion  
I J E L ~  made frcm EL chi2.d i n  $aL.t;imore County. 

9 .  North C&ro : Accsrdfng t a  D r .  Jacob Koomen, Chief, Seetion of 
C e m n l c a l l e  DLseasea, North Carolina Sta te  Board 0x2 Ekaltk, sharp, local out- 
breaks of influenza-like disease 'have been reported i n  a .t;otaL of 11 counties. 
Schools In  Orange Counky are reporting absenteeiara wlp t o  25$, and i n  Gaston 
County, 20$, Certain sickools i n  t;he La7t;ter Coun'by have repor'ced up to 3376 
absen%eeism, Ttae City  of Raleigh has  reported school absenteelsm o f  20-25$, a s  " 

a l so  has L e n ~ i r  Couney. ~gegadic dasea have also been reported i n  Nash, Fossyth, 
Guilford, and Uarnance Counties, 

hboratory studies are i n  progress %a deternine the  etiology of "t;hese 
ombreaks I 

SasL North Central: 

10. - Ohio: D r .  W5nslaw h s h e  Chief, Division of Comunlcable Diseases, 
Ohia Dewrtment of Health, repol-te d Chat outbrealrs of influenza -like diseases 
have been noted in a toSt;aZ of 19 eoun%ies t a  a t e ,  and influenza vims ha8 
been isula"cec?l. from patiente i n  4 counties, The: most recent a rea  from which 
t h i s  virus has been i so la ted  I n  Taczunbull County, 

Sporadic eases of clfnicial id luenza are continuing -t;o occur la Clevehna 
and Toledo, but school absenteeism r a t e s  Slave re-turned t o  normal levels .  

A quee.t;fonnaira survey of a l l  employees of the Ohio D e ~ r t m e n k  of Health 
was conducted by the Division of' CcmmunieabZe Dfseatses, designed %o obtain in.. 
T o m t i o n  on the occurrence of influenza within famil ies  l i v i n g  i n  the Columbus 
area. The resul t s  of the p r e l b 2 n a w  analysis  o f  t h i s  survey are reportea with 
the kind permission of Dr. b s h e ,  

A t o t a l  of 280 quest%onnaires vere returned, yielding a population of 834 
Individuals; the vast majority of ccmpleted quesLionnaircs were fran individuals 
primarily involved w l t h  public health work, wikh litLle o r  no hospi ta l  exposure. 

" 6 e  epidemic curve i n  the group thus defines ext;ended from Deeabez: 23,  
J.959, t o  hnua ry  15, 1.960, e . t h  s, peak on December 23-26. A lesser secondary 
peak, only  aboul; half  as highf occurred on J a m m y  7-8. At;"cck Rates f o r  age 
groups are presented in the table below, 



All Ages 

- 5 -  
Attack Rate 

No, I12 RO, At Risk Per 3.00 Persons 

The attaclc r a t e  i n  the  0-9 a age group i s  noted t o  be r e l a l ive ly  high, 
and is  the  more surprising when considered In the  light; of the extensive 
morbidity of the Asian influenza epidemic I n  1957-58. The rnos-1; s-kriking 
f inding,  however, i s  the  markedly low r a t e  i n  the 1.0 -19 - year age group, 
This I s  i n  sharp conS,rast; t o  the cmaon ex~er i ences  i n  195Tr i n  which that 
age group frequent ly had the  highest a t t a c k  r a t e s .  'Ilhe low rate noted t h i s  
year aay perhapa be & ~ e  t o  the r e l a t i v e l y  hi@ l e v e l  of' residual  bmunity i n  
that age group a s  a r e s u l t o f  the  1957 experience. It i s  fur ther  possible I t h a t  school vacations over the  holiday period, thus reiiucing risk of exposure, 
contributed to the -16w raz?. The rate in 'e;Lcr: 20-29 - year age group rose 
abrupt ly  again, I 1 ~ ~ 6 t n g  s c ~ e  S L : : J F O ~ ~  to the  impressions reported previously frcm 
Ohio, as well as o%her states, Liat  influenza this year %as more prevalent i n  
adu l t s  than  was ncted i n  1957. Rates f o r  the 30-39 and 48 age groups are 
ecmpamble t o  those reported i n  1354. 

The k b o r s t o r y  of the Ohio Department; o f  Realth has e o n t i ~ ~ z e d  t e s t i n g  
rout ine W'ssemn sera  frcm individuals i n  the Franklin r'oun"f; area f o r  in- 
fluenza antibody, During the  week endsing January 30, 218 sera were thus 
examined, and the per cent o f  those showing t i t e r s  of 1:14 or gree ter  against  
several  antigens by CF t e s t  Is as follows: 47$ - I n f l v ~ n z a  A, 20$ - Influenza 
IJ, and 10% - Hemadsorption VirusJ Tyye I, 

West North Central:  

11. Kansas: D r .  D, E, Wilcox, Sta te  Epidemiologist, Kansas S ta te  Beard 
of Heal-th, reported t h a t  l imi ted  outbreaks of: inf luenza- l ike  disease have 
occurred i n  widely sca t te red  areas  throughout the S?atee. 

D r .  C .  A. Eunter, Director of Laboratories, Kansas Stake Board of Health, 
eonfbmed 6 isola-t,ions of influenza v i rus ,  t m e  A2,  all frcm indlvidua2s with 
clinical i l l n e s s  f rcsn Shawnee ( ~ o ~ e k a )  and adjacent Douglas Counties. 

12. North Dakota: Kenneth Mo~ser ,  Director, Division of Preventable 
I Diseases, North Dakota Stake Departmen% of Health, no"ced, t h a t  a gradml in-  

crease of influenza-like diseases has been noted i n  10 counties thrauFghout the 
S ta t e .  One southeastern couslty, in yar t ieu lar ,  hL:s reported IR l h i t e d  ou-tbreak, 



wikh 40-50 cases I n  one srtuall, town. Seralogic confirmation of fnfh.aenza A 
infec t ion  has been obtained Frcm 3 of these cases. 

West South Central: 

13, Arkansas: D r ,  A. M. Washburn, Director,  Division of Cemunicable 
Disease Control, Arkansas State Department of Heal'Gk, s t a t e d  t h a t  sca t te red  
outbreaks o f  clinrcsl influenza have occurred in the  last severa l  weeks in 
several  ccun.ties thrcughout the State ,  pa r t i cu la r ly  Crawford, S e h a t i a n ,  Conway, 
Perry, and Ye l l  Coun-ties, 

14, Oklahcm: D r .  F, R ,  Massler, Director of Laboratories, Oklahcm Stake 
Bepar-tment- of' IIealth, reported throu& D r .  Roslyn Q. Robinson, IJf-EO International 
Influenza CeuGer f o r  the Americas, Mon.tgcmery, Alabama, t h a t  a marked increase 
in influenza-3.ike illnesses has been noted i n  the Oklahcma. City area. There 
have, ~ O W ~ V ~ I ? ,  been no reported Mdesgread aukbreaks o r  school closures.  + infl.uenza virus  was i so l a t ed  f r a  4 of 7 i n d i v i b a l s  with c l i n i c a l  illne~s i n  
Oqllahcrah City. 

15, Texas: According to Dr. Howard Smith, Director, Division of Ccmuai- 
cable Disease Control, Texas Sta te  Deprtment of Eealth, reports  of increased 
.Incidence influenza-like disease have been received frcm 69 countlee. In 
general, t h e  ou%'Qrr;aks have subsided i n  the acuthern areas of %he State,  but 
retaain ac t ive  I n  cent ra l  Texas. In Bcuston, absenteeism inrnsbrry schools h s  
remined a t  10$ levels or higher, A sharp ou-bbreak is reported t o  be continuing 
in hllas, and several sckrools lawe reporbed, &bsenteeiam of 22 t o  26$. 

16. Colorado: D r .  C. S. Mollohan, Chief, Section of Epidemiology, Colorado 
S%ate Beparhnen"cf Public Health, reported that the  incidence of' influenzsl 
disease has decreased in the metropolitan Denver area .  School or industr ia l ,  
absenteeism rates have not been noted -to be elevated i n  Denver, 

Elsewhere i n  the State,  a l imi ted  outbreak o f  clinical influenza has been 
no%ed at Lowry A i r  Force Bse ,  but subsided this week. A l b i t e a  outbreak b ~ e  
a l a o  been reported i n  t he  J3urango area,  I n  the  southwest p r t  of the State. me 
increased incidence of influenza-Like disease previously reported frcm ,&cblo, 
Bowlder, and Gxand Coun.ties has subsided. 

Dr. Goraon MeikleJohn, University of Colorado Medical School, reported 3 
add i t iona l  isolations s f  influenza vlms, type +. 

17. Mew Mexico: Dr. John Mason, Director, Division of Cc~municl~l.ble Disease 
Control, New bfexico Deprtment of Fublic Eealtlz, s t a t ed  that scat tered,  Ilimitea 
ou%bre&s of influenza-like disease have occurred, pramarlly i n  the southeastern 
garb of the  SSa'ke. No sharp, c c m ~ t n i t y  outbreaks have been reported, fiowever, 

18. Utah: - Br, A. A. Jenkins, State &idemiologist, U%ah Sta%e BewrLment 
o f  Health, reported t h a t  l h l t e d  outbreaks of c l i n i c a l  influenza had been nokeh 
Sr 3krazary i n  O@&n and S a l t  Lake City, These have subsided, and no s igni f icant  
absenteeism is known .to be occurring a t  t h i s  t ime, A2 influenza virus %a 
iso.lated Sas~rn a patient; i n  the Salt Lake City a rea .  



19, Californi2: Dr. Kenry Renteln, Influenza Surveillance Unit, 
Ijureau of' Acute Communicable Diseases, California State  Deprtment of 
m b l i c  Health, s ta ted  tha t ,  i n  general, influenza appears t o  be subaid- 
ing throughout California. The outbreak i n  Los Angeles i s  def ln l te ly  
waning, although absenteeism i n  m n y  scbzoola i s  s t i L l  elevated over 
nomal seasonal levels .  Northern California and the  San Francisco k y  
area was not affected a s  extensively a s  was the southern half of the  State.  
Scattered areas around the San Francisco B y  area, however, s t i l l  report 
moderately increased absenteelan. 

Mortality due t o  influenza and pnemonia b s  again r i sen  sharply i n  
California, f o r  the t h i r d  successive week. This i s  again most marked i n  the 
Los Angeles area.  This is the second consecutive week i n  which weekly in-  
fluenza and pneumotiia mortality i n  Cezlifosnia exceeded t h a t  recorded during 
any single week i n  1957-48. A preliminary investigation of these deaths i n  
Los Angeles indicates that the  majority occurred in the age group 65 years 
and older,  An intensive analysis of thls excess mortality,  part icular ly i n  
Los Angeles is underway, 

B. Other Reports: 

Infomation received frcm D r .  C. C ,  IZauer, Nrttional Office of V i t a l  
S t a t i s t i c s ,  indicates tha t  2 isolat ions of A;1 influenza virus have been made 
frcm students a t  Northwestern University, Evanston, I1Linois. An increased 
incidence of influenza1 disease has been reported a t  t h a t  student health service. 

A report received f rm D r ,  D. Hamre, University of Chicago School, of 
Medicine, through D r .  R, Q, Robinson, WbIQ International Influenza Center f o r  
the Americas, confirms 7 additional isolat ions of % influenza virus, 2 frcm 
staff members, 2 from the emergency room, an& 3 from thewstuden% health ser-  
vice .  The incidence of influenza-like i l lness  seen i n  the emergency r a m  I s  
reported t o  be remaining higher than nomal. 

D r .  R, &. Robinson, FRO International Influenza Center f a r  the Americas, 
reported the  i so la t ion  of A2 influenza virus frcm a school child with c l in ica l  
influenza i n  Montgcnery, Alabama. 

Dr. A. P, Mdee, S ta te  University of Iowa Medical School, Iowa City 
has reported addit ional  isolat ions of influenza virus,  type A2 f n  individuals 
frcm the Iowa City area; he notes tha t  $he incidence o f  clini 'cal inPluenzrz 
has remained high i n  that c i ty .  

No change i s  detected i n  the pat tern o f  reported influenza i n  the 
United States.  $?ith two continuing exceptions, reported outbreaks remain 
Scattered, l imited i n  dis tr ibut ion,  and no% notably severe, Tke continuing 
excep.tions a r e  Texas, where influenza remains ddespread, although s t a r t i n g  
.to subside, and. California, fllthough the outbreaks in Southern California are 



similarly beginalrag to subside, the steadily climbing rnox%ality from in- 
fluenza anil pneumonia, yxbrtfcuhrly in Los Angeles, indicate L b t  c i ty  to 
have had an unusually severe outbreak. Although widespread ou-tbreaks are 
now being reported frcm the sou.tIneastern United States,  t;he disease in 
general seems to be subsiding throughout eke Morltheast, 







111. - Current b n a l w i s  af Influenza and X%-mrnonSa Moxiiality 

Since the week ending January 2, 1960 the number of pneumonia and 
influenza aeatbs reported by the 108 c i t i e s  has %een above  able 1) 
"expected" levels f o r  t h i s  year. The average excess aaorta1it.y during 
this perlod has been 36 percent BcrG auxin8 the week ended January 3Q%h 
it rose to 72 percent. In this week the number of deaths %as nearly 
twice as large as last year during the corresponding week and lwas a l s ~  
l a rae r  t;han the  nmber reported during the corresponding week o f  the 
"'second nave" of' 1958. 

The t o t a l  increase "tis week, over last week, I ~ R S  129 deaths and 
104 of khese occurred in the New England and Pacific Divisions as shown 
in Table 2. As shown in Table 3 increases i n  these Divisions were p r t i c u -  
l a r l y  large i n  Boston and Los Angeles. 

Table 1, meumonia and Influenza Deaths, 108 CILies, 
1959-60 Ccunpared with Frevlous Years 

Week 
Ending 

1959 -40 

1959-60 Deaths In  Corresponding 
'"petted" Observed Pleskw of Erewious Years 

Deaths* Deaths 

6-Week Total 2989.4 3824 3113 3724 
-----------.. -*-. - 

* Trend l i n e  v ~ ~ h e s  of Figure 1. 

** Nearest calendar date. 



Trslb2.e 2. Currenk IfLuenza, and memania Deaths l a  108 United SZlate~ 
Cities by Geographic Divisions 

-C' " ' 

12 /26 1/2 349 1/16 3/23 1/30 NO Cities 
~ i v f  sion 108 za8 108 lo& 108 102 Repor%ing 

Cities C l t i e a  Cfties Cities CiGies Cities ehls week 

u.a, 
BE 
MA 
ERC 
h7NC 
S A 
ESC 
WSC 
M%' 
Fac . 
++ The amber of deaths given includes estlanates for cities not reporting 
in a givers week* The %able is awrected for preceding weeks  after receipt 
o f  la te  repcrrte, 

Table 3. Six Yeck Totals  for Selected C i t i e $  in Areas S h o ~ n g  an lacrease 

B c i f i c  
Lo8 Angelea 3.4 21. 3.4 49 64 107 
San Diego 0 3 8 8 17 I1 

EFlsL North Central 
Chicago 33 63 6 3 69 64 68 
Detroit 9 3.6 27 24 49 40 

k?est South Central 
San Antonio 1 ? 18 20 19 9 
Lit;%le Rock '5 b. 12 5 14 5 

Middle A%lanklc 
Pittsburgh $3 7 7 17 28 31 
New "York 59 69 83 74 86 78 





IV, Znte rmt ioml  Note: 

The Ministry of Health, ~dndon,  reported i n  the Weekly Influenza 
2 No. 1, Jaznrary 23, 1960, t h a t  "while 

inflluenza has been reported from several mropeebn cauntries, there i s  
no evidence t h a t  it is prevalent i n  t h i s  country and %here have been no 
laboratory isolat ions of e i the r  the  inf  Iuenza A2 o r  the influenza B virus . 

Influenza %rveillbance i n  Mew York City 

Tn CDC Influenza Surveillanee Report No. 53, J a n u r y  29, 1960, "brief' 
(r.cacriptions of influenza surveillance methods i n  e f f e c t  i n  California and 
Mew ltork were presented. This was done p r i m r i l y  because it was felt t o  
'pje a mat.t;er of general in.terest t o  heal th of f icers  faced with t h i s  problem. 

Dr. Morris Weenberg, Director, Bureau of Preventable Diseases, New 
Ysvllr City Department of Eealith, reported the  following program of influerclza 
suwei l lance  i n  effec"t;in New Yo& City ,  

"210 keep knowledge of the s ikmt lon  currene, we have fnslltu-bed 
the following procedures: 

1. Btzfly reports of aldmisaions for  respi ra tory  diaeaae i n  
four wnlc ipa l  h o s p i t ~ t 1 ~ .  

2 .  Daily reports of pat ients  with respi ra tory  disease seen 
i n  the emergency roms of four aunicipab hosp i t a l s ,  

3 .  Weekly reports of absenteeism. I n  a sample of t he  public 
schools. 

4, Weekly reposts of2 t o t a l  mortal i ty ,  mortall.t;y i n  persons 
65 years of age and over and infant, rnort;alfty, and 
rnor%ality Prcrn pneumonia and influsnza. 

5 .  Arrangements for .t;hrcat washings from cases of respiratory 
disearje t o  be sen.& t o  the Deprtment7s virology b.boratsssly. 
Arrangements made with three l a rge  indus t r i a l  flrxns, a medi- 
cal. group and the pedia t r ic  service of a large hospi ta l ,  

6 Bi-weekly t e s t ing  of routine serums received I n  the  syphilis 
laboratory, f o r  antibodies t o  influenza v l rus .  

7 .  Con-tact with pr ivate  physician and hospi tals  Lo obieain 
genera2 impmsaions of mount of respi ra tory  disease 
prevalent i n  the cammunily*'" 

The Surveillsance Section, CDC, i s  in teres ted  i n  learning of' reporting 
systems found p a r t i d a r l y  useful i s  other jur isdict ions.  

('This report was prepared by 'Theodore C, E:ickhoff, M.D., Epidemic I n t e l l i -  
gence Semi re  Orfieex, e i l k n c e  Section, Ccmunicable Disease Center.) 


