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Information contained i n  t h i s  report  i s  a s w m r y  of data reparted 
t o  CDC by Sta te  Kealth Departments, Epidemic InSeUigence Sewice Officers, 
the influenza. Uagnoatic &boralories collaborating with the Tnterm-t;iomb 
Influenza Center f o r  the  Americas, and other pertinen* sources. Much of 
it i s  prelhinary in nature and is lntended primarily f o r  those involved - 
i n  influenza control a c t i v i t i e s ,  Anyone desiring t o  quote %hi% fnfamna- 
Lion i s  urged t o  contact the person or persons primarily responsible 
f o r  the  itenas reported i n  order that the exact interpretat lan of Lke 
report  and the current s t a tus  of the  investi@tion be obtained. Sta te  
Heal-th Officers, of course, w i l l  Judge the advisabi l i ty  o f  releasing 
any infomation Prom t h e i r  own States .  

ry of Information 
11, Current Status UP Influenza i n  the United States  



Within the paat 2 weelrs epidemics of f e b r i l e  resp i ra tory  diseaee have 
been repostied. t o  %he &wel l lance  Section, CDC, from three sepamte  s t ~ ~ t e r s :  
Texas, Ohio, and Tennessee. One of Wllese outbreaM has been confirmed as  
being due t o  influenza v im$ .  Responsible public health of f i ce r s  a re  
urged t o  be a l e r t  f o r  ouLbreaks of f e b r i l e  resp i ra tory  disease, and the possl- 
b i l i t y  thaL influenza may appear i n  epidernic form on a b~aader  sca le*  AT1 
Zs;boratories eoLlabosating with the  Internat ional  Xnfiuenza Center arc urged 
50 report  any isolat;ions of ingluenza virus and, t o  submit strains t o  Dat, R~slm 
4, Robinson, CDC Vim8 and Rickettsia Section, P.0, Eox 61, Montgomery, Ala 
f o r  s t r a i n  characteriaation, 

XI. CurreazZ; Status af Influenza, i n  the United 8 b t e s  

A ,  Reports from States 

Texaa: Dr. Ifoward Smith, Director, Division of Camunicable Disease 1. - 
Control, Texas S ta te  Beparbent of Health reports that during the week prior  to  
Chris taas an outbrealr of f eb r i l e  respf ra tory  dils ease was noted i n  Wowsvil le ,  
Texas, and reached proportions su f f i c i en t  t o  eloae the schools there several 
days before the planned Christmas l ~ o l i b y s .  

&ring %Ere week ending Janwav 2, the last week i n  kcember, a similar 
outbreak wag rep~r%ed %n %n Antonlo, Tern, Thg nuhe r  o f  c;s&so@ wag aet%m%sd 
t o  be 2,000 - 4,000, Tke disease i s  reported t o  be re la t ively  mild with Zow- 
grade fever, and prominent respiratory swptonzs, axthou& some eases a r e  said 
t o  have presented prominent g a s t r o - i n l e s t i n d  symg)toms, There has been no re- 
ported increase i n  mortali ty.  

During the pas t  several  days, s imilar  outbreaks have been reported I n  
Aus-kin and EIousZon, wherea~i the $rownsville and San h t e n i o  ou%breaSts a re  re- 
ported t o  be declining a t  presemt, 

Dr, J, V, Irons, Director of Laboratories, Texas S ta te  Deparwent of 
Health, report8 %he isolation of & influenza virus  from a student  a t  the 
Univerefty of Texas aln Austin about 1 ?reek before Cbristmaa, 

2 ,  - Ohio: Dr, Wiaslow &she, Chief, Division of Coramunicable Diseases, 
Ohio Bparben-t;  of Ifea1t.h reports .that an outbreak of resp i ra tory  disease 
noted i n  Columbus during the l a s t  week of December, Specimens for laborstory 
ident i f ica t ion  a r e  being obtained, Concumently, an ouLbreak sf influenza 
noted i n  the Ohio Sta te  Penitentiary; approximately 306 of the 4000 inmatee 
were hospi tal ized wi%b fever and prominent respiratory symptoms, Of twelve 
th roa t  washing6 obtained, 7 yiellcted, 4 influenza v i rus ,  i3erolog2.c a%udies are  
uradenray both i n  the City of Columbus and the peni tent iary,  

Cleveland, Cincinnati, and Dayton have reported no increased respira*orY 
disease, 



3 .  Tennessee: According t o  D r .  C .  B. Tucker, Director, Divislon 
of Preventable Diseases, Tennessee Deprtment of FubLic IEealLh, as reported 
t o  D r .  C. C .  Bauer, N O W ,  an o u t b r e d  of severe f e b r i l e  respiratory 
disease has occurred i n  Linden, a small town i n  Ferry County. About 350 
persons were saia t o  be involved, and schools were closed on Monday, 
January 4. Spechene a r e  being obtained for laboratory studies.  

Elsewhere there is  a t  present no evidence of influenza beccming 
ac t ive ,  and the current, influenza and pneumonia, mortalfty data reveal 
no excess mortal i ty .  

Th i s  report m s  prepared and dis t r ibuted t o  a l e r t  responsible 
public heal th  of f icers  as rapidly a s  possible t o  the recent appearance 
of epidemic influenza. A mortal i ty  analysis was not Sncluded i n  %hie 
report  as a matter of expediency, but w i l l  be included i n  subsequent 
influenza surveillance reports .  

(This report tras prepared by Theodore C. EicWloSf, M.D., Epidemic 
Intel l igence Service Officer, Surveillance Section, CDC.) 


