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SPECIAL NOTE 

Xnformaeian contained in this report i s  a s ry of data reported 
to  CDC by 5-te Health Ileparments, E p i d d c  Intea3,igsncs Servrics Officers, 
coUabora.tjng h f l u ~ n z a  idijaeostic,labaratories, andl other pertinent 
souscss. Muah of it is prel-ary in nature and is intended for t b s e  
Pnvo1ved in influenza corntm3, activities. byone: desiring t o  quote tkia 
hformation i s  urged t o  cantact the person or parsons p r h r s y  rssp~nsible 
for the items reported in order that the exact interpretation o f  the report 
and the cwrent status o f  thsz investigation be obtained, State Wed* 
Officers, of cowale, dl1 judge the advisabili%y o f  releasim any infar- 
meion frarn their awn states, 
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Xnfl~enza and pnesum~nAa deaths reported from 308. United S ~ A ~ @ B  
c i f i s s  remained at apprcrxinlately the normal far the season, of t b  
past lsjix weeks, A3.l Uvisiona remilxed close to or below the normal 
Lhresblds except: the Middle Atlantic, This  Divisian sfxowed an increase 
in deaths to. 181 from the 'lcsrels of the provioua SAX weeks which ranged 
between 130 aqd 15'7 deaths, The isncreasing influen$& afid pnsttmonia mox*tality 
sf the pitst three weeks ' in New Uark Cizy (see page 4) appears to be the 
pshary cause of this Divisional increase, 

Through the first, week of April 1959 the Influenza Surveillance Unit 
has received reports of ihflluenza-kil& J1Zlnesd caua jag outbreaks and 
i.ncrectaed school absenteeism in 29 (States and the District of Columbia. 
Sixtoen $tatcs and the District have naw ~onf frm+ the presence of influenza 
Yype B within the Statss. Asian (A21 influenea has been reported only from 
California, New Pork, and Flmida, AI in paat weeks industrial absentee 
rates remain normal for the season, and there b v e  been f(31v reports of 
ozztbrsaks pr-rily ~ P f ~ ~ t i n g  adults. 

This report includes a is ry o f  the interlzationa2 status uf 
influenza during the period from January 3. to bhrch 31, 3.959. Thirteen 
countries have gaw confirmied the presence of Asian (A2) influenza, w h i l e  
Type B has bsen detec.t;ed lin eleven co~t. I . ies ,' and Type C in ma, Nine other 
cauntries have experienced outbreaks o f  influenza-like U.l,ness but have not! 
confirmed them t o  be due t o  influenza. A t  this writing South America, the 
Mddae East, Australia, and most o f  Africa appear t o  haw been free of 
influenza ePnce January &Il;hou& tlm absesxas of a report from a counzry ar 
continent does not necassl;~rily hp3y that there! has been no influenza in 
that area. 

Part IV of this report presents a brief laiscussi~n o f  %fie status of  
%he TLge h influeaxa classificatian situation, 

(This report was prepared by Frederick L, , MA,, Chief, 
Influenza Surveillance U d t ,  CDC . ) 



I .  Current Status of Influenza in the Un6ted States 

Outbreaks of influenza-;Iae illness tmd laboratory confiarnations 
of iafluenza M e c t i o a s  canthue t o  be-repartied fron many parts m f  the; 
c o u n t q -  Per&ons.of school and college age continua to be mast heavj-ly 
affected, Outbraaks involving adults have bean rase, and induestrial 
absentesiam has remine&irt na-1 sceaaonal levels in oJI areas, Influenza 
and pnemoda mortality rer~nains close to normal for the season m s p t  in  
the Middle Atlantic region where there has been art upswjw above the 
threshold, (New York Cirty has now axperAenced three weeks of above- 
normal tot& mrortaliw and hQ3uenea and pnemnia lmcrrtality - see. belaw), 
Since early February 1959 ( t h s o ~ h  the flrdt wssk of A p r i l )  the Znfluenaa 
Surveillance U n i t  has learned of outbreaks of idZi1enza-like illness in 
29 States and the District of Columbia. Reports of  confirmed Type B 
knfluenza have come. from 16 States and t;he D3strict. Asian ( ~ 2 )  iafluen~a 
has been reported anLy from California, New Yark, and Florida. Type A 
influenza, subgroup unspecrified, has axso been reported frm Utah and 
South Dakota, 

A tabdation by State o f  the status o f  i n f l u e ~ z a  followst 

States with - B (~eb- arch 1959) 

Calif oraia 
Oregon 
Utah 
Kaxlaas 
Iowa 
PEss ouri 
IILElinoia 
Indiana 
Micugan 

;Pilabma 
Gieorgia 
Maryland 
District of Columbia 
Pennsylvania 
New 13;ork 
Massachusetts 
New Jersey 

States ouobreaks, 
influenza-like i l l n e s s  

Uaska. 
Washingtan 
Oregon 
C d i f  ornia 
Wontma. 
Utah 
Colorado 
Kansas 
Iowa 
fissouri 

Arkmsas 
Sllinbis 
Inaana 
Pricbigan 
Ohio 
West Virginia 
Mrawland 

bZrsbma 
Georgia 
filorib 
PemnsySvanio 
New Jersey 
Nlew Y ~ r k  
Coane~ticut 
Massachusetts 
Vermont 
Mains 



- f)X.+ R,B, U e n ,  C~dbraioae~ of Health, reports a t  them 
iderab24 h m i x s e  BE W bcLdlibt~f;~ of r ~ 1 ~ p J t r ~ t o ~  XUnesa 

resrabXing dnflueaza *mupqhou% Vsmao~t since &OEQ s o f  March. Them 
236108 been s e v e d  school outbrerakrs, the. fsirat stti about W d  16, 
w i *  abseeMsSsm saw* up to 37 pero cant9 Lbibossto~gr ;st&@@ of spsci- 
mens we! Iln prolgrsss c 

~ h ~ g e t t s  Be 
sepaes  c, the western part 
sf  the State, printradp affect* eaklege md<M@h sch~ol 8tudeats in 
that area, 

- Por the p a t  %h.ree week8 tot&& mortaUw md 
mx*tiaJ. nen?talmd pnsmaia ]has been bcreets- An lEhs C i t y ,  
Dr, Morsfs Greenberg, New Yark f2 i . t~  Depa-nt of ffealth, secen.t3,p 
raportad to  Dr, Gar1 3Da NOVS, that there h a  been hcreaeed mportiag 
of respiratosy disease ng the pasrt monltth, but that no ou%brsaks have 
been c u e d  lea hj18 attentlion, There havat been na hcsease@ J;n sbhbbl or 
indu~triall abslsnteePsm b the c i t y  to thee, 

Dr, Hamy M, &@a, Golabia Udverrsiw College of PhyslcAaas and 
Swgeons, ha@ iaolznted M ad&aoxral Asian ( ~ 2 )  kflubnaa V3;m$0;9 f r a  
.t.hrsat washhgs of  patients who fell ion March 3.7, Tha i l lness was 
~trarrcactcjrized in each instance by cough, fever to 103-104, headache, and 
1 ,  The acute $-tom subsided wP$h&n 72 haw-$ and there were no 
oomplicati~m, 

Dr , D, Kjllbowrse, Corel"a:ajl~~rrsity MeacaZ College, In a 
saclently repred tabl;rlatfon o f  influenx;a atud;les, sepome a total of five 
ksf art (A2 ! isolationa a d  2 other AsPm Meetions cronfhed by CF antibody 
rises jisl. New York City patients dwrjing the f i r s t  three weeks o f  Ff~reh, - Dr. J o h  32, Watchin, Didaion of ltR(bb~rat~r%ds, 

ogiaally coafirmaed Type B W e e t i o n  %n an 18 year 
old college student who waa hospitai.;tgd in the Cornel1 Infirmary in 
Ethaca with Sever and genera wlaise, Ol~5st of illness was an Febrwry 22, 
Ds, Hotchin has dsra i sobted a Type A p$rus, which appears to be of the 
Asian ( M )  $ub@.bup, frm a ap~radic ~ 8 9 6  in A&bany. A The throat m a  
was oollected Februav 3, 

- Outbreak in several. parts of the: State have been reported 
by the Mabe 8epartro.ent of B d Z k r  and Wdfare, hboratorplp s1:udios o f  SOB@ 
o f  the cases are in  progress, 

New Jersse - Dr, Adele Shepard, New 3erney Stata Reparmat of 
Health, reports the serologic coaimdjoa o f  5.ge B umza hf ee.tjon@ 
in f o w  s~h601 cM&e;n. Sbh~lal o~tbm&s have occwrsd in sever&% 
comun3.ties in the northern pas* of tbe State in the past fawweeks. 

Pems~1vania - Dr. Klaw 3er of CUdren*s Haspita in 
addphfa bias rsceacly obtain olbogic (CF) e~nfi t ion of Type 

influetlsa W e c t i o m  i n  four patients with respiratoq Uesses. 



-Uabama - Dr, R*Q, Robinson of the CllC Respiratary Disease Unit 
reports  t h a t  i n  addition t o  several Type B influenza isolates obtained 
from cases in  the  Montgomery asea i n  Febr-itarg', a school outbreak i n  l a t e  
February has been sesalogica~ly confirmed as having been due t o  influenza 23,  
$it the time the specrimens were col lected absenteej.sm stood a t  about 40 per 
cent, 

Arkansas - D r ,  A.M. Iriasbburn, Arkansas S ta te  Board of Xealth, has -.-- 
recene1.y no t i f i ed  IYOVS of increased absenteeism in L i t t l e  Rock schools 
due t o  influenza-1;ik:e iZlnessl 

I l l i n o i s  - Ds, Norman J, dose, TZlinois Department of Public Health, --- 
reports %ha* influensa B viruses have been isolated from specaens obtained 
during recent, outbreaks i n  three schools i n  the Chicago asea, 

Hotifleation has been received from Dr, John J ,  hochow of the 
Department o f  M~dlicine, IZniversity of Chicago, o f  the i s o l a t i o n  of nine 
Type B inflwnza viruses from pat ien ts  i n  Ghieago who were ill between 
March 12-24, Signs and sgr?pt.oms in one 32 yeas old male patient, a tmjical 
case, iacluded: fever t o  104, marked malaise, diarrhea, headache, cough, 
and mild g h a r p g i t i s .  H i s  i l l n e s s  lasted s i x  days, 

Missouri -- - Dr, H,M, Has&icke, Acting Direceor o f  Health, ~ s s o u r i  
Deparment of Plsblic Health and \deafare, and D r .  Tom D.Y, CEn, CDC Kansas 
City Field Sta\Y;ion, have regortad 4x0 influenza outbreak3 i n  Kansas City 
high SC~OOIS~  Absenteeism peaked i n  3arj_d-March, illnesses were generally 
did, and of  the agents Asslated from throat  washings, two have been typed 
as influenza Type B related to the 1954 Groat Lakcs B s t r a in ,  

Eaasas - Laboratory reports have been received from Dr. Charles Munt~s, 
d__. 

Director of Laboratories, Kansas SSaec Board of Wealth, for four type B 
influenza infections confirmed by CF t e s t ,  Two of the caaes accursed in 
children, aged 24 and 37, jm Hays, Kansas. The other Wa occurred i n  
students a t  the U~verslity in Lawrence. M.1 four i l l nes ses  accurred durj-ng 
Jstid-Miarch 0 

Utah - Dr, A,&, Jenkins, Utah S t a t e  Department o f  Wealth, reports 
7 

t ha t  a t o t a l  of three Type B isolates ,  and f ive  serologic ident i f icat ions 
of influenza 8, have now been obtained from outbreaks i n  the Sa l t  Lake City 
area. 

Plontana - Two hiemagglutinating agents have been i so la ted  f r o m  -- 
specimens col lected a t  a school i n  Harrarilton duslxrg an outbreak which. began 
March 16, and involved soma 70 students of the  t o t a l  enrolhent  o f  295, 
according t o  a report  t o  NOVS from Q r o  David B, Lackman at the Rocky 
Komtain Laboratory, 

Califcania - The MOVS Morbidity and mortal it^ Weekly i4eport No, 11, 
L- ....,- --.." 

Vol, 8, s ~ ~ : , - ~ i r t e s  the s i tua t ion  i n  California through t he  end of March as 
foUows: '"';he C s i f o r n i a  Depasment of Public HcxSth states t h a t  11 sut%seaks 
of influenza have been reported i n  the State, all o f  the-n since the middle 
of February, A2 influenza has been ident i f ied  i n  4 ou%bseaks, One occurred 



an hdustrial plant i n  Uameda C~mty, affa about: 12P p~s@sx@ I 

hother I ~ S  reported in &versit;y studen- of the s a w  co;wlt;lF, A $mnP 
0% Un;iversity studants i n  Sazf ~rart~jcsco mre also involved, About 250 
CQ~PLP@I~:~SOX"~ a d  emfloy~es a t  a ski m s ~ p t :  in k%acer C O C P ~ ~ Y  we18 fix With - 
a respiratory i3,lness identified ~8 M influenza by fsoliltivn of the *US. 
;t.8fZucenza B was identified i n  two outbreaks in Los dtngeles CowtY'e High 
~ ~ h o 0 1  amdents were involved i n  ane group and persons in a recepfion 
center a% the hobatrion Depas-ent I n  the other, Four e a q s  maintained 
bg the Probation Depar.tment also experienced the same of XJ=hesso 

outbreak i n  a county hosg5.t;a.l and sne Ba a large State h o ~ p i t a  are . 
~ d ~ r  invaatiga%ion, f2lnesses have been regosced to be did-" 

Captaia R .W, WeKinney, Wef, V i m 8  Section, S k t h  Arm krea ~ o d k x d  
Laboratory, Fort Baker, California has reported the isolation of Asian (AZ)  , 
vimses from tlturoae wasbPng8 of ~0 cases of mspiratar*y disease st Fort Qrd, 
The throae washaingsl Mere aolllacted February '2% 

X I  JntsrnaeionaP Niotsg 

Since January 1, 1959, outbveab or  sporadic cases a f  coafirmed 
Bnflwnga have been reported from abmsst dl1 of the corntries of EWOP~, 
frsm the USSR as far e a ~ t  as Transcaucasiis Cantxal Asia, and f rom 
pasts sf  North hepica,  In additloa, Barn couraeriers in rhese regions 
repasted outbreaks of influen%&-like fibnrsss as yet mcoafi 
laboratory study. Scattered reparts have begun to appear o f  outbreaks of 
influenza-1&e illness in Gentsal korica,  Oceania, and Africa, fndh 
and the Far East aanfirnted cases of influen9.a have been reported 
severaL outbreaks, To date there have been no official reports of the 
,preserace of ingluenza in  South America, AustraZia, tfica Middle East, and 
Africa (the report Pransr the BeJgian Congo is wtoifioizll). 

A swmnnsy tabdation of ixrternation& regorts sf  influenza is 
presented an the following page, It, m w t  be aphasized that there i s  no 
systematic international influenza reporting mechanism and that the absence 
of B repart from a given country does not ;imply that these has bean no 
influlan~a i n  that country, 

The sources of infarmatian upan which t h i s  tabdation are based 
Include: laeekly EpideX3gialog5cal beords of the \forltd Mea1t-h Organizati~n, 
Foreign Epidedobogical S ries of the U,S, Public HeaXth Service, 
M o r b i & ~  and Mortali.t;y Weekly Reports of tlre National Off i c e  of Vital, 
Statistics, ~ B P & ~ c ~ ~ B  f ram the major d r e  aarvices, and personal nommllni-. 
cations t o  the Influenza Sur~eil lanaa llni t $3-m zmsiy sr~thoxi ti es o 



The Xaternatioml Status a$ Edlueraza (~ainuanyl 1 thraugh March 31, 195.9) - 
Note: Dates refer to the pekiod when the disease was mst conspieuaus i n  

the country or to the time when sporadic cases & ougbreaks were 
canfirmed as being dxre to Jnfl uenza, 

C Influeaza (2 countries ) - 
Englland - Feb, Canada - lace Jan-Feb 

Urdted S%ates: - mid Feb, Austria - Feb, 
Belgiwn - mid Fab-Mamh 
Spain - mid March 

Belgian Congo - early March 

FA j i  - March 
Tonga - March 

British Nondwas - mid EZarch 
W ~ c o  - mid Nasch 

B Influenza (1% countries) - 
Czechoslovakia - Dec-Jan 
Yugoslavia - Peb-early March 
Sweden - Feb-early Mareh 
Netherlads - Feb, 
England - early Feb-mid March 
France - mid Feb-March 
S~tasierl&n,d - late Fob-late March 
ZtaZy - late Feb-March 
\Jest Germany - raid Feb-Narch 
Nnmask - mid Feb-March 

USSR - l a t e  Dcc-%ate Jan. 
Bulgaria - l a te  Jan-mid Feb, 
Rman;ia - Feb.? 
Czachoslovakia - mid March 
Gsoecne - late Ii'cja-ear3.y Mas. 
Pcakqnd - Fab, and i.l:t~c,h 
West Germany - f i d  Fcb-??Y. i.h 
Bngland - early E(ab-rt~~d Mar, 

Israel, - Feb. 

United States - mid Feb-early hpril India - late Feb, 
Japan 
Wong Kang 

- sar3.y March - early Masch 

United Sta tes  - Jan, and March 



There has been ;%am cancern recentZ7 about the pPo$er efiussification 
of the iniflwtznza viruses, with pareclilar regard to the desliwation tio be 
used for the Asian subgroup o f  Type At iaf2uena;a. J[n recent iwnths d t s m a c i ~ ~  
designations for Asian influenza that have been used jncludet a, A2, A-2, 
A-4, and A4. re con^ ~omesgondence laaa suggested that there is need for 
pro~pf:  c l sr i f  f cation aP t31a situation. 

Xn IAuws"t958 the \vXO ntpert Codttee  an Respiratory Diseases 
aaec in Stockhob, &eda f e camSder, m n g  other thfags, the classifica%ian 
of %he idlueaaa u%rusces. %s grow concluded &a their report tha-t: new 
hovXsdge clmd more complef a MejrmatSon relat* 50 %he =tigenic cans t i tu~on  
o f  these agents wasnknted rc?capjetfasr of three principle r~~blgr~ups or 

i e s  o f  Type A Smuensca. d m e s  to be dasigmted as f a l l w a :  

Subgseup A (this 3ndudes the and PSUB groups iwxd those 
A V&FUS~S psied4)aainan.t: during the era from 1933 
or ear1iss to 1946) 

Sttbgrow (the subgrcrup foraerly desimated EXl. (1947) 
and comedy referred t o  as A , repre- 
senting those straitas which were ppkdadnmt 
fram 1946 to  the tC';i9se of the appearance of 
Asian jjrfl,uenza in 3,957, ) 

Subpoug A2 (the .mew Asian subgroup 8acempilifZed by the 
~2/~apan/305JS$ and Mr('~ingapore /Xi57 serains, ) 

This repior% has not been aEficia24;y rceleassd, The above hfanaation 
hras ba~ame generrtL9lg avaaable, howev%s, and inflaeeza workers have graduany 
begaus to substitute A 2  for Asian. A t  present the %NO Weekly Epidemiological 
Records are using the form 5 whilr i n  this country A-2 ar A2 bas most 

d y  been used, UntQ an a f f i c h l  report becomes available firam WHO 
the Z3lfluenza Survefllancs Unie will continue t o  use f i e  form A2, gensrdly 
placing P t  in parenQoheses tarter Asfan, 

(The desiwation, A-4 or .A w3uich has been applied t c  tdxe Asian 
subgroup, i s  based can a suggeste t classificatiorr in the chapter on influensa 
in the Is tes t  e&i:ion of Ri,vervs Vgral ackettsiaf. Infeetiongaf & 
page 642, The author stated that ia class i fkat ion for type A influenr;a 
"'Pnight be as fol1owszM Mnus A wasr deskgnated Ax, 1933-1946 A strains as 
A2, A prime strain8 as A;3, and Asian strains as A4. ) 
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