
TIMELINE FOR INFLUENZA H5N1 INCIDENT

USDA

Shipment delivered 

on M arch  13

MARCH 12
CDC Influenza 

D ivision  (ID) shipped 

low  pathogenic avian 

influenza H9N 2 to 

U SD A  SEPRL in 

Athens, Ga

Southeast Poultry 
Research Laboratories (SEPRU

C ATEGORY B SH IP M EN T

H9N2 H5NI

SEPRL observed pathogenicity 

in chickens inconsistent with 

H 9N 2 virus

SEPRL performed molecular 

ana lyse s on SEPRL virus stock 

and material sent by CDC

z
SEPRL confirmed highly patho­

genic H5N1 contam ination and 

destroyed all SEPRL virus 

stocks in b iosafety level 3 

(BS l-3 ) enhanced

MAY 23
CDC ID confirmed H9N 2 virus w as 

contaminated by H5N1 virus

[<E>J
JULY 9
CDC Responsible  Official w as 

notified; investigation is ongoing

MAY 23
SEPRL notified CDC  ID that 

SEPRL virus stock w as 

contaminated and destroyed
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