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WEEKLY PNEUMONIA AND INFLUENZA DEATH: 
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I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  *Epidemic Threshold" 

I f  two succes s ive  weeks inc idence  i n  excess  of t h e  *'epidemic 

th re sho ld"  i s  de f ined  as  a "tun o f  two") then  wi th  "normal incidence" 

a "run o f  two" will be uncommon, When i nc idence  exceeds normal l e v e l s  

a "run o f  tw" w i l l  be more l i k e l y  t o  occur ,  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  wi th  normal 

inc idence ,  t h e  odds a g a i n s t  one or more " runs  o f  two* d u r i n g  a per iod  of 

52 weeks a r e  f o u r  t o  one, I f  i nc idence  i n c r e a s e s  above normal by two 

s t anda rd  d e v i a t i o n s  t h e  odds are even t h a t  a "run of  twom w i l l  f o l l ow 

immediately. 

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  method used i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  c h a r t s  i s  

given i n  Influenza Surveil lance Report No. 16. 
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MONTHLY MQRTALITY RATE 
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