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SPECIAL NOTE 

In fomt ion  contained in t h i s  report  is a s m a r y  of data  reported t o  
CBG by S ta t e  Health Departnents, Epidemic Ints l l igence Service Officers, 
collaborating influenza diagnastie Jaboratories, an8 other pertinent aources. 
Much of it is  prelimjnssay in nature and is intended f a r  those involved in 
influenza control  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Anyone desir ing t o  quote t h i s  Slfomatian is  
urged to c m t & c t  the  person or  persons primarily responsible f o r  the items 
reported in order t h a t  t he  exact in te rpre ta t ion  sf  the  report  asld the  current 
s t a t u s  o f  the  hves t iga t ion  be obtained, S t a h  H~ealth Officers, of course, 
w i l l  judge the advisabi l i ty  o f  releasing any b f o m t i o n  from t h e i r  own 
s t a t e s ,  
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XnfLuenaa and pne~monia mortality f o r  108 c i t i e s  has decreased again 

th i s  week* ALthowgh this 1s the fourth weak of decline sines the  peak of 

b r c h  1, mortality i s  st i l l  aign29icmtly above the  f ive  p a r  seasonal 

averageo Ass g t ha t  'the mor%atlitg. was related t o  Asian Wastenza in 

spec id  population groups, it seems probable t h a t  deaths will shortly 

reach n o w 2  3.evels. This would be the  natural  result of the  advent of 

warm mather md e,*auslion of susceptibles, Thsre is s t i l l  evidence of: 

sporadic anall sutbroalcs of M l u e n ~ a  proved by virus isolat ion,  but these 

are  being reported in decreasing numbers, 

he IdVidsfoek, e t  al, o f  New York C i t y  Wealth Departanent have re- 

ported the i so la t ion  crf a variaslt A s i m  strain, ThSs variant reacts with 

lilP4-1 as wei l l  as Asian euxtibodies in the H-I t e s t ,  There is no evidence 

that t h i s  variant has been responsible for recent outbreaks, o r  t h a t  it 

has increased virulence, 

epidemic influenza reported occurring 

This is Lo annaunce t h a t  effective Mearch 26, l.958, D r ,  Keith E, 
Jsnsen is- resigning hi s  position as Chief of %he Respiratory Disease Unit, 
V i r u s  and RickeLtsia Section, t o  aceapt a new position with the  Charles 
Bfizer Compa~ly, Bi010gi.68 Res8a~ch Departmer~%~ Terre Haute, Indiana, 

The WHO a t e s n a t i o n a l  Influenza Center for the Americas w i l l  con- 
t m e ,  of courseI t o  be located a t  Pfontgomsry afld unZIil fu~thes notfce a l l  
cornmications concerning a c t i v i t i e s  of the li&IO Influenza Genter m d  the 
b s p i r a t o r y  Disease Unit should be addressed t o  h, Harris Schaeffer, 
&, Schaefferos address (see f i r s t  page of t h i s  repor t )  w i l l  be the same 
as that previously used by Dr, Jensen, 
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Interpretation of "Epidemic Thresholdw 

If two successive weeks incidence in excess of the "epidemic 

thresholdw i s  defined as a "run of two", then with "normal incidence" 

a "run of two" will be uncommon* When incidence exceeds normal levels 

a "run of two" will be more likely to occur, Specifically, with normal 

incidence, the odds against one or more "runs of two" during a period of 

52 weeks are four to one. If incidence increases above normal by two 

standard deviations the odds are even that a "run of two" will follow 

immediately* 

A description of the method used in constructing the charts is 

given in Influenza Surveillance Report No* 16. 



Table I, Current Influenza axld PPIeumonia Deaths 
in 108 United States Citiss 

W iv i s  ion 
3 

A l l  Divisions 1QE3 la6 642 602 5x3 

*The number of deaths given includes e s t w t e s  fo r  c i t i e s  not reporting in a 
given week, The table is corrected f o r  preceding weelca as la te  f igures are 
received, The chart wi l l  be corrected only f o r  gross diserepmches, 

Pneumonia and influenza deaths contkusd t o  decline nationally,  
Decreases occurred i n  a l l  Divisions except the Mountain m d  South ALlantie, 
331 the latter increases were smbl and w i t h j n  the range of variabiliky, 

*Prepared by the S t a t i s t i c s  Section, CDC, 



111, (under t h e  d i rec t ion  of F. Linder) 

New Cases 

?~Jeeks Ssp&, 0c-h , Mov . Bet , Jan, Feb, Mar, 

ACUm UPPER mSPIRAmY DISEASES* 
Estimsltaa for contJxlcntala-gniLed States 

hlerw Gaaes Involving One or 

Oct 27 - Nov 2 9,808,000 
Nov 3 - $ 8,297,000 
NOT 33 - 16 5,648,000 
Nov 17 - 23 5,305,QW 
Nov 2% - 30 3,339,OW 
Deo 3, - 7 4,271,000 
Dec $. - I& 3, 6679000 
D ~ C  "L - 21 3, 241, ooo 
Blec 22 - 28 3,430,looO 
Dec 29 - Jan 4 I;,Q92,0oC, 
Jan 5 - 11 3,680,000 ~~ 12 - 1E3 3,200,000 
Jm 19 - 25 4,386,OOo 
Jan 26 - Feb 1 k,737,ao 
Feb 2 - 8 5,3--47',a0 
Feb 9 - 15 5?313,000 
Feb 14 - 22 4,669,000 
Feb 23 - EIar 1. ---- ---..%. .--- -- ---- *&3%b_ooO 

.'$Including in-fluensa, meurnonla, a d  o ther  similar conditions, 
YaProvis ional. 

Tha above data are compiled from the household interview survey 
which i s  a part of t h e  progrm of the  U,S, National Health Suweya The 
household survey i a  conducted by trained md aupsarviaed bay interviewerse 
Tho weekly sanples consist of i n t e r v i e w  for about 709 households or  2,200 
persons. Since da ta  are collected f o r  the  two pr io r  weeks, each weekos 
intemiewing gives bfoma-t ion on 4,400 person-weeks of health experience, 
Approximate sampling er rors  are In t h e  range of 15$, The estsjnstas of 
s m p l b g  a r r o r  do not include a l l  ce for  e r r o r  of response and non- 
reporting, ' 



Ill. Recent @osntnq~eations 

The precise cause of t h e  recent upsurge in mortal i ty  remains 
obscure, and it i s  doubtful that the cause can ever be determined M t h  
ucertsirrty, We have received s great  many jsldivfdual reparts  r e l a t ing  
t o  this a o r t a l i l y ,  howves, which &dieate t h a t  it i a  not due t o  re- 
comiaable epidemics of influenza, Some of these reports  bearing on 
various aspects of the problem a r e  s rized below, The North Carolina, 
Vermont, and Utah outbreaEcs of bf luenza-l ike i l l n e s s  &re a l l  i n  am16 
more or  l e s s  isolaked cornmities which nay o r  m y  not have been affected 
by Asian strain hfluensa this f a l l o  Asian atrain confirmtions are 
a v a i h b l e  from none of thsss outbreaks a t  .&his w i t i n g a  The Karylmd 
outbreak resembles others reported tram chronic disease haspitala m d  old 
people93 hmea, The New York rEtporL suggests t h a t  there may be a fairly 
high prevalence o f  influenza fipl some areas, insuf f ic ien t  t o  cause clear- 
cut; epidemics, but reaull-thg in subclhicrzl  md sporadic c l i n i c a l  i l lnesses ,  

2,  North C a r o l i .  

An outbreak of influenza-like disease has been ~?eporZlc.d on 
Qcracoke Isband, about 35 miles off the North Carolina mainland* 
About 50f%5 of the islandPs 500 residents have been affected. This 
19 believed t o  be an area spared during t h e  f a l l  epidemic, mere 
is no infomatiran about the  sever i ty  of the  epidemic, and Aslm 
s t r a i n  influenza has MOL been c o n f i m d .  

Dr .  Charlotte Silverman, Wryland Department of Health, reports 
an outbreak of influenza during Febmary and b r c h  in  a clzrsnic 
disease hospi tal ,  Twenty-five of 215 patients were ill with 
ty.pical spploms, Two died 9hortly a f t e r  the outbrsak, Ons o f  
the f a t a l  cases had received vaccine i n  t h e  fa21 ( three  0+1 cc 
doses a t  weekly intervals). Paired blood specinens showed a r ise  
Lo Type h f l u e n z a  by C-F test, 

Abstract of a gaper submitted f o r  publication in t h e  
Proceedings of Society of W e r b e n t a l  Biology mid Hedicins by: 

Daniel W i d e l ~ c k ~  Ph. D., Sarah Klein MPK, Lenore Peizer, and 
Olga Shonovie, New York City Department of Health, t3ursau of 
hbora to r i e s ,  

g2A hbora to ry  Analysis of the 1957-8 Influenza Outbreak 
( b / ~ a ~ )  in New York City -- X, d St;ro-Epidemiological Inwesti- 
gation and a Reporit on a Variant A / J ~ ~  X S O I B ~ ~ ~ ~ ?  



1. The i s o h t i o n  of a new variant of influenza virus i s  
reported -- a va r imt  which possesses anLfgen3.c characterist ics 
af the Asian strain (MYG/x/~~) and A p r b e  (Fa), me varimt 
was i r rohted from one person on January 21, 1958 i n  Hew York 
City, pfdld between February 6 and February. 28 three more simLbs 
f s o h t s s  were obtainad. The m j o r i t y  of influenza isola tes  
obtained in January ajad F e b m r y  i n  New York City, however, 
ware of the N T C / I / ~ ~  typeo Further studies of the variant 
a re  in progress,  There i a  no evidence of increased virulence 
of t h i s  variant. 

2, Since AugusL 1957 A a I m  s t r a in  isolates have been obtained 
from throat mshings wd autopsy lnaterial in ,  the  fo1lowA.n~ 
percenlages by month, While t h e  percent positive rose in 
January and February it did not reach the percent positive 

of %la@ 2~13.1 m~nthsr 

Total Tegted 

August 1957 31, 30 
Septa 1957 @4 3 5 6 7 
O o t ,  1957 217 29. 0 
Nov, 1957 38 24,O 
Dee, 1957 84 2 a 7  
J 1958 90 173 "iF 
Fsb. 1958 % 159 5 

3 *  About 203 semun spechens (negative sera collected at 
rmdom from the syphilis serology laborato-sy) were tested 
each week by HI test from September 16 through February L958* 
A fo t a l  of 2T16 specimens were tested of which 933$ or  34*4$, 
were reported as positive fo r  Asian strain. Age analysis of 
%he t o t a l  sample revealed appro-tely equal proportions of 
those in  age groups 15-19 and above, No specbens  were studied 
from children under 15, Relatj,onskip of aFr: and I31 titer i s  
not reported by month; t h i s  b f e r m t i o n  will be available, 
however, i n  a l a t e r  report, The bulk of t he  s e m  specimens 
were submitled by private physicians and about 210% of the  sera 
tested i n  t h i s  study were prenatal specimens, Ma understand 
from D r ,  hli<eloek t h a t  malys i s  of vaccination s ta tus  of t h e  
population studied w i l l  be available i n  a later report,  as well 
as bformation on the levels of the HI t i t e r s ,  The paper 
h d i c a k e s  that  there was a steep r i s e  i n  tha  percentage of 
positive H I  t~ats durjng October, folbowed by a very slow r i s e  
in November and December, and mother fairly sLeeg r i s e  during 
Janua~y and February, These obsesvations are interpreted by 
the authors as evidence fo r  a second outbreak of Asian strain 
bf~uen2c.r i n  New Yosk City during January and F & ~ E ~ P Y J  



Dr .  L,J, Leavens, Verrnant Department of Health, reports  
several  outbreaks of hf luensa-l ike i l h e s s  An towns in P r m k l b  
County d u r h g  March, These appear t o  be in open population groups, 
21 Richford (population sppraat-4plstely 2000) a d i s t i n c t  outbreak 
inurofved at l e a s t  lW persons, C ~ n f i m a t i a n  o f  Asian strain 
influ.enza i s  not available -- tihroat z~aahinefs a r e  under s%udy at 
this t ine .  321 11% gton, however, &em a small outbsea1.c occurred 
easly iM. EilEcrch, throat  mshivrgs mre iobtahed from which A s i a  
s t r a i n  v i rus  has been isolated, 

5. Utah 

Ih., A , &  J~nk5 .n~~  Utah State  Department of Health, has sepoded 
several  outbwEk~ of influenaa-like disease in ama29 t a m s  
southeastern and southwestsm Utah during the f i rs t ;  Lhree months 
o f  1958# & k g  March, Parowan (population about 1500) and 
Paragonah (about 500) in Iron County experienced c o m m i t y - ~ d s  
ou"cbreaks which required school c10s3J3ge 'Throat m s h h g s  were 
collectsd md a r e  under atudy, Only sporadic hf luensa-l ike 
i l l n e s s  wsr present in other areas of Utah during Febmary a d  
March, 

6 .  California 

From D r ,  R,M, Iloldenhauer, Cal i forn ia Department of Public 
Health, we have a report  from Son- County of a recent ingrease 
i n  upper respiratory disease which has resultad in an 11-12% 
school absenteeism in two areas,  Physicians in the counky report  
increases of about SO$ in jnfluanaa-like cases in t h e i r  practice,  
The s i t w t i o n  i s  being investigated, 

An outbreak of hfluenza-like i l l n e s s  i s  repo&ed (press dis- 
patch) t o  be underway in a t  this t h e .  A t  l e a s t  1980 
parsons a r e  said t o  haue been affected, NO vi ro logica l  or  sero- 
log ica l  h f o m a t i a n  is  avai1:abls as yet,  It i s  of  h k e s e s t  t h a t  
Asian s t r a i n  influenza made its first appearance on the world stage 
in Hong Kong exactly a year ago this week, A confimed outbreak 
of A s i a n  s t r a i n  h f luenza  in Hang Mlong a t  t h i s  time couM herrd2y 
be considered a second wave, 


