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NOIRS 2008 Participants, 

I would like to welcome you to the 4
th National Occupational Injury Research Symposium

(NOIRS). The response to this year's symposium reinforces the critical value of convening a 
national forum for sharing current research and knowledge on the prevention of occupational 
injuries. Few areas have such a tremendous impact on public health as occupational injuries, yet 
such a modest research community to generate the scientific basis for effective prevention. 
Progress is being made, however it will take our sustained, collective efforts to further reduce the 
devastating impact that traumatic injuries have on workers, their employers and their families. 
The multidisciplinary nature of occupational injury research makes it essential that NIOSH and 
its partners bring together epidemiologists, engineers, economists, health practitioners, 
communication specialists, and other scientists and professionals committed to the research and 
prevention of occupational injuries. 

Partnerships are critical to effective workplace prevention. I would like to acknowledge our co­
sponsors, the National Safety Council (NSC) and the Liberty Mutual Research Institute for 
Safety and thank each of them for their support ofNOIRS as well as their continued support of 
and collaboration with NIOSH and its programs. 

As with the previous National Occupational Injury Research Symposia, this year's program 
represents the breadth and diversity of occupational injury research topics. NIOSH continues to 
place a strong emphasis on moving the results of research into preventive actions through our 
Research to Practice Initiative, and NO IRS 2008 will highlight some of the successful 
partnerships we have had in transferring research to the workplace for prevention. Through the 
NOIRS, NIOSH will continue to provide a forum for the presentation of diverse, state-of-the-art 
occupational injury research, and provide an opportunity to foster partnerships and collaborations 
among the various disciplines and industry sectors with a common interest in research leading to 
the prevention of occupational injuries. It is my hope that NO IRS 2008 will reinvigorate us, 
stimulate new partnerships, and help focus our energies to ensure all workers come home safely 
each day. 

I hope you share my enthusiasm for a productive interchange of science and prevention strategies 
as we work toward our common goal to prevent traumatic injuries and fatalities in the workplace. 

��.� 
Christine M. Branche, Ph.D. 
Acting Director 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
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