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SPECIAL NOTE 

Information contained i n  t h i s  report  i s  a s ry of data renortsd t o  
CDC by S t a t e  Health Departments, Zpidemsc Intel l igence Service Officers,  
co l2abara lhg  influenza diagnostic laborator ies ,  and other ~er-kinertt sources, 
Much of it i s  preliminary in nature and is Intended for those involved i n  
influenza control a c t i v i t i e s ,  Anyone desir ing t o  quote t h i s  jnfosmation 
is urged t o  contact the  person os persons primarily resnonsible for t h e  
items reported i n  order t h a t  t he  exact in te rpre ta t ion  of the  r e ~ o r t  and 
the  current s tatus of t h e  investigation be obtained. State Wealth Officers, 
of course, w i l l  judge t h e  advisabi l i ty  of releasing m y  information from 
t h e i r  own states, 
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I. 

Influenza and pneumania mortality ciontdnues to increase For t h e  

fourth s t r a i g h t  week, despfte the  absence of adespread kf luenaa 021%- 

breaks, Although Asian influenza is s t i l l  occurring sporadically,  t h i s  

does not s u f f i c i s n t b  explain the rising mol*tak2:ty, Clinicians report  

no etpprent  ~hlfwnge Zn. the virulence af' kf lusnza ,  Mttnsfve e f f o r t s  are 

being made t o  grrithsr supplementary infomtion r e g ~ s d i n g  the  nature of' 

t h e  raportad deaths, PrellmLnary examination of mortality data in large 

c i t i e s  suggests that most o f  the deaths are eoncantrated in the 65 plus 

age group. Such an age diskribution might explain why schools and 

PndusGries have not been affected, This  conclusion i s  far  from certain, 

how~wes, and much more information is needed. 

We urgently request your heap in finding t h e  cause of this 

Inoreased nortalfly, Please send us a summary of any recent %srrvestTgations 

which mag bear on t h i s  problem. Health o f f i c i a l s  i n  par t i cu la r  are asked 

t o  report the nature and extant of recurrent outbreaks. h o d  cl inical  

data on severe or fatal eases is also needed. 
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I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  af nEpidemfc Threshold" 

I f  two succes s ive  weeks inc idence  i n  exces s  of t h e  "epidemic 

t h r e s h o l d "  is d e f i n e d  a s  a "run o f  tw*, then  with "normal inc idencer1  

a @'sun o f  twor' will be uncommon, When inc idence  exceeds normal l e v e l s  

a  "sun o f  two" w i l l  be more likely t o  accur .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  wi th  normal 

i nc idence ,  t h e  odds a g a i n s t  one o r  more "runs o f  two" dur ing  a per iod  of  

52 weeks a r e  f o u r  t o  one, I f  i nc idence  i n c r e a s e s  above normal by two 

s t anda rd  d e v i a t i o n s  the odds a r e  even t h a t  a Wrun of  twot' will fo l low 

immediately. 

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  method used i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  c h a r t s  i s  

given i n  Influenza S u r v e i l l a n c e  Report No, 16. 



11, Current Analysis of . Inf luenza  and Pneumonia N ~ r t a l l t ~ 9  

Tabls 1, Current Influenza and Pneumonia Geaths 
In 108 Uniked S ta t e s  Cities 

Division 

A11 Divisions PO8 102 633 6 51 6 75 

Hid. Atlant ic  

E, b r t h  Central 18 17 112 112 , 153 

E, South Central  8 8 

M, South Central 

Mountain 8 8 26 15 16 - 
Pacific 12 12 53 59 $6 

**The nunber o f  deaths given includes e s t h a t e s  f o r  cities not report ing in 
a given week, The table is corrected f o r  precedpny;: weeks as l a t e  f igures  
are received, The chart w i l l  be corsec6ed only for gross discrepancies,  

Comment 

Nationally, t h e  t o t a l  number of pneumonia and influenza deaths have 
shown a r ise  over the f igure f o r  last week, The increase has  been mainly 
centered i n  t h e  East Korth Central and Middle Atlantic S ta tes .  O the r  
Divisions have remabed at psacticall_;y t h e  same l eve l s  o~ have expcsienced 
slight decseases. 

Pneumonia and influenza deaths i n  some of the  larae c i t i e s  of the 
East North Central and Middle Atlant ic  States are as fellows: 

Jan, 11 
New York City 91 
Philadelphia 27 
Detroit 12 
Chicago 5 1 

Jan, 1E3 Jan, 25 

*Prepared by t h e  S ta%is t i c s  Section, CDC. 



The excess influenza-pneumonh mortality during Januaw 1958 is 
substant ial ,  It has heen Zncreasing Par t h e  ~ s s t  four weeks and is now 
qproximately one-thdsd t h e  excess of the  fa31 Asian influenza epidemic 
peak week:, "Shera i s  no c lea r  evidence of camunity-wider~rmd of 
influenza o r  other  virus respi ra tory  disease, despite reaested lnquilries 
t o  health o f f i c i a l s ,  The s i tua t ion  is unprecedented i n  t he  past 49 years, 
No explanatian i s  now availabfe, but intensive study continues, 

S t a t e  reports continue t o  describe a low general, prevalence of 
influenza, although there a r e  some localized outbreaks of i n f l u e n ~ s - l a a  
disease, These have had no e f fec t  on i n d u s t ~ i a l  sbsenteefsm and no schools 
have been closed, Inquiries at large c;'lLyhospitsls f a i l  t o  reveal a 
mrkad  increase kn pnewnonb. Severe or f u h i n a t i n g  influenza has not 
been observed, 

It i s  5x1 no m y  c e r t a b  t h a t  t h e  recent incselase %n mortal i ty 5s 
due Lo Asian influenza; however, there  i s  c lea r  evfdenee t h a t  small out- 
breaks sf  Asian influenza a r e  still occurring. The following outbreaks 
during the  past 3 weeks hevet been canfirmed by laboratory as Asian 
influenza: 

Univsssity a f  bfichigan--Reported by D r .  Fred Btsenpod 
h i v e r s i t y  of Chicago---Reported by D r *  Clayton Zooall 
University o f  Iowa------Reported b~ Dr, A.P. McKee 
Upstate New York--------Reported by D r .  Eleanor F'hitney 
Fort D i x ?  N+J,---------- Reported by R r ,  Harry Rose 

None of these outbreaks involved large numbers of wrsons .  
Specbens from other  suspected eases ~ ~ P Q U ~ ~ Q U %  the  country are  being 
run, but the t o t a l  number i s  no% large,  

Our h f l uensa  indicators such as &ate reports,  indus t r i a l  
absslntse-ism, schaol closing, and the  National Health Stzrvqy would be 
expected to make a sharp r i s e  about three  weeks p r io r  t o  increase i n  
influenza mortality. This suggeats t h a t  e5ther msf ia l i ty  is  not due t o  
hf luenza ,  or t h a t  the population being affected is  not adequately 
sampled by the  ind%carltors, To determine this, we have begun analysing 
the  recent mor t a l i t y  data, with t h e  he lp  of several large c i t i e s ,  par- 
t dcu l a s ly  in regard t o  age dis t r ibut ion ,  Results a r e  Tar from complete, 
but the data presenked below auggesLs %hat most of t h e  deaths sse i n  
%ks ex%remely old  and debi l i ta ted ,  



Data supplied by D r .  Herman Bundesen, President, Chicago Board 
of Health, through Dr. Hassld Gsaning, Rsgicanal Hedical Director. 

( ~ o m ~ b r s s  a period of  approximately 3 weeks b January 1957 
wi th  an equal period o f  January 1958.1 

1957 19523 
&e ~nfluenza-Pneumonia --.---- Deaths . --. . . Iqfluenza-Pqemonia . Deaths 

-3- 
l-4 
5 -14 

15-24 
25-34 
35-44 
45-54, 
5 5-64 
65-74 
75; 

Unknown Totals 

Dr. Donald Carey, EIS Off lcer ,  obtained t h e  following data from 
New Orleans:  

D u r h g  the first 23 days of January, appraxbately 57 influenza- 
pnemonia deaths have been reported, Only e igh t  were faund to 
be reported as influenza, all oves 43 years of age. Forty-nine 
were reported as pieumonia, and 26 ~f these d ied  at Charity 
Hospital. Ags dis t r ibut ion  was as f o l l o w s :  

infants---6 
age 7----- 1 
age 50----I 
age ho&---l8 Host of' these older  persons 

were ex%rernelg df?$ili tated wi%h other illnassoa. 



IW, Indus t r i a l  Absentee Ratc3s for 36 Cities of the United Stakes 


