FACE THE FACTS

Workers Struck by Trains While Driving

To prevent injuries
while driving vehicles
across railroad tracks:

* A hazard assessment
should be performed be-
fore crossing railroad
tracks.

» Safety belts should be
used while driving.

e Commercial vehicles

should not be stopped
on railroad tracks.

* Braking mechanism
checks should be per-
formed before commer-
cial vehicles enter road-
ways.

* Cell phones should not
be utilized while driv-
ing.

» Employers should pro-

vide employees training
on railway traffic safety.
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In the United States, approxi-
mately every two hours either a vehi-
cle or a pedestrian is hit by a train.
Approximately fifty percent of high-
way-rail intersection collisions occur
when active warning devices are in
operation at the time of the crashes.

Kentucky ranks 7th in the
number of rail carloads handled and
has over 4875 public and private
crossings with 14 active railroads
with 2790 operated miles. Kentucky
also ranks 11th nationally in high-
way-rail grade crossing crashes
(Operation Lifesaver, Kentucky).
Eight workers were killed by trains in
Kentucky from May 2004-May 2007
and six of the workers were hit by a
train while driving their vehicles.

Following are case descrip-
tions for the six Kentucky train-
related driver fatality cases:

Case 1: A 62-year-old male dump
truck driver was killed when his vehi-
cle traveled parallel to a train then
turned into the path of the train while
trying to access a parallel road on the
other side of the tracks. The driver
was not wearing a safety belt and was
ejected from the vehicle. The train
engineer saw the dump truck ap-
proaching, applied the brakes,
sounded the whistle, and shut down
engine power.

Case 2: A 54-year-old male truck
driver was killed by a train when his
semi truck stopped on the railroad
track for unknown reasons.

i

Case 3: A 47-year-old truck driver
was driving a dump truck when he
turned into the path of an approach-
ing train at a railroad crossing. The
driver died at the scene.

Case 4: A 33-year-old female retail
sales driver died when her passenger
car was hit by a train while crossing
the tracks. The driver was talking on
a cell phone when her car was
struck. The flashing lights at the
crossing were functioning and the
train engineer sounded a whistle.
Three weeks before the collision, a
traffic signal had been removed from
the crossing.

Case 5: A 37-year-old male dump
truck driver died when his truck hit
the side of a train at a crossing. The
driver was driving down an incline
where the train crossed.

Case 6: A 38-year-old driver was
crossing railroad tracks when his
dump truck was struck by a train.
The driver had tried to stop at the
crossing but was unable. The signal
was determined to be functioning at
the crossing at the time of the inci-
dent.
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A hazard assessment should be
performed before crossing railroad
tracks.

When crossing railroad tracks, a commer-
cial vehicle driver should stop within 50
feet of a the track but not closer than 15
feet, look in both directions and listen to
ensure that no train are approaching. If the
crossing is determined to be clear, the
driver may then cross the tracks (Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration 49
CFR §392.10).

Braking mechanism checks should be
performed before commercial vehicles
enter roadways.

A braking mechanism performance check and
maintenance of the vehicle should be performed
on the vehicle before entering the roadway to en-
sure that brakes are functioning properly (Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration- Subpart C
—=8393.40 Required brake systems, §396.3 In-
spection, repair and maintenance).

Safety belts should be used while
driving.

All employees should be required to
wear safety belts while operating a com-
pany-owned vehicle or while on company
business. This should apply to both drivers
and passengers in the vehicle. There
should be strict enforcement of this policy
and strict consequences if this policy is not
followed.

Cell phones should not be utilized
while driving.

The use of electronic devices such as cell
phones, GPS receivers, or computers by work-
ing drivers should be prohibited. A company
policy should be established where drivers
should pull over to the roadside to receive and
make phone calls.

Commertrcial vehicles should not be
stopped on railroad tracks.

A driver should never stop on the tracks
and should only cross tracks if there is
clearance on both sides. If you become
stuck on railroad tracks, you should exit
the vehicle as soon as possible, move as
far away from the crossing as possible
and call 911 to alert the railroad and con-
tact police (Federal Railroad Administra-
tion Truck Driver Safety Alert).
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For more information, contact:

Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center
(KIPRC)

333 Waller Ave., Suite 206, Lexington, KY 40504
1-800-204-3223 (toll-free)
www.kiprc.uky.edu
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