
INVESTIGATION/ RESEARCH CASE.03MI202: SUPPERY CLUTCH PEDAL 

• In 2003, 87·year-01d male fanner died wt\11e backing his Oliver Super 77 tractor with an attached 
5·fool cut rolary mower Into a storage area In an old bam, Running the length of the storage 
area was an enclosed round feed auger, wt\1ch was 711nches from the ground. 

• Ills likely that Ihe ten resr tracto( Wheel tire traveled over a pof1Jon of a doorfrtlm8 on \he ground 
and raised the tractor. 

• Victim ducked his head to avoid Ihe ceiling beam or he did hit his head on the bam beam and 
Ihen had difficulty engaging the clutch to stop the tractor. 

• Sitting in the l ractor seal , he was pinned between the enclosed auoer and the tractor sleeting 
Wheel. 

IN ORDERTO PREVENT SIMILAR INCIDENTS INTHE FUTURE 

Consider adding roughness to smooth clutch or braka pedals by using a 4-lnch portable grinder 
or welding a bead of metal on the pedal. or cover the pedal with a non-sllp surface 'or added 
foot pedal conlrot. 

Use bOOts or shoes with aggressiY9 !read to help maintain contacl on wom-smoolh clulc:n and 
brake pedals on older tractors with no aggresslve peelal surfaces. 

Keep noor areas where equipmenlls slored clear of objects that might Impede the posiUoolng of 
stored equipment. 

When avaKable, retrofltsn older tr.Jclof with a rolloYer protectNe Sll'\ICture 

Agncullural equipment operalors should recognize the potential human factor limitations of 
advanced age. 

Consider carrytng e renable 2·way communication device lor emergency communication In case 
of Injury and amergency situations. 

Full MIFACE Invesl lgatlon report ~OJM 1202 

DID YOU KNOW? www.chm.msu.edu/otm.Clickon MIFACE Icon 

33 Michigan agricultural seclor wont· related Fi nd out If your t ractor can be equipped w ith a 
deaths occurred In 2003 ROPS: 

21of 33 deaths ware tractor· relaled 

150133 deaths were to victims over 60 
years of age 

• A ROPS/seat bell for an Oliver n tractor" 
listed as avaIlable In the ROPS directory 

• Hall of the lann tractors In the US don'l 
have a ROPS 

• FRS radio operatiOfl does not requn a 
FCC license (GMRS or FRSlGMRS radio 
09&f8t1on does reqwre 8 FCC license) 

WNW.marshfleldclln!c.omlnfmclrnpsldefaull,hlm 

Find out about 2-way portable communication 
units: 
http://wireless,fcc,QOv/seMcesloer!onalJlamily/ 

~~ 

TO REPORT A NEW WORKPLACE 
FATAlITVTO MIOSHA 

1.800.858.0397 
MICHIGAN FATALITY ASSESSMENT" 

CONTROL EVALUATION 

INFORMATION: 1.517.353,1846 
E-MAIL: debr ... ch~le~hl .... l u.edu 


