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Table 2 - Fatal injuries among small
construction establishments in the

United States

Abstract

Background: The construction industry is predominantly comprised of small
companies. More than 80% of payroll construction establishments have fewer than
10 employees. This study explored trends and patterns of fatal injuries among small
construction establishments to provide insights into injury prevention and
intervention.
Methods: Two large national data sources between 1992 and 2016
were analyzed. Fatality numbers in construction were calculated using the Census of
Fatal Occupational Injuries, a data collection by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.
Employment data were obtained from the County Business Patterns, an annual series
from the U.S. Census Bureau. Statistical analyses were performed with SAS version
9.4.
Results: Between 1992 and 2015, 7,235 (42%) construction deaths occurred in
establishments with 1-10 employees. In 2015 alone, about 57% of construction
deaths were among establishments with fewer than 20 employees; however, these
establishments employed less than 38% of the wage-and-salary construction
workforce. Moreover, fatalities caused by falls or electrocutions were
disproportionately higher in small construction companies than in large ones. From
2011 to 2015, over 61% of fatal falls to a lower level and 47% of electrocution deaths
were from construction establishments with 10 or fewer employees. (Results will be
updated to cover 2016 data)
Discussion: The findings show significant disparities in
fatal injuries between small and large construction establishments. Considering that
small companies are more likely to lack resources for injury intervention and less
likely to be targeted by OSHA inspections, improved prevention strategies are
needed to address workplace safety for small construction companies.
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