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SPECW NOTE 

I a o m t i o n  contained f n  t h i s  reporb i s  a s m r y  of data reprked to CZ36 by 
S4ate Health Deparweats, Qidwn3.c btr?lligc;nce Service Officers, coUabarating 
fnfluenza dS:&gzzsst;ie labourztosles, and oLher pertinent sources. &ch of" it As 
prelafnary in nature and i s  intended for those involved i n  ilzfluelaza corn%rol ac- 
-I;inikies. Anyone &string t o  *ate this inf*omtlon i a  urged t o  eontact the 
person o r  persons prlmasily responsible far the itas reparted in order that the 
exact, Inkegpretallon of Lhe report and the current stakus o f  the alnvesli~-t;lan be 
ob"caiied. State Kealtb Officers, of course, w t Z 1  Judge t he  arhrisalaility of re- 
leasing any info t i on  frm their om slates,  
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JJurixaf; the past week there has been a considerabk decrea.ses i n  Wle num- 

ber of new influenaa outbreaks reported. The influenza map i s  o m i t t e d  be- 

cause very few changes have occurred s ince Laat week* Indus t r i a l  and excess 

snortsllhty data,as we11 as the hrationd Health Survey, c o ~ f i r m  the impression 

lo£ a waning epidede. Attention i s  d i rec ted  now t o  the pclssibility of a re- 

cusrenL epidemic of greater ~ e v e r i t y *  Although small outbreaks w i l l  pr0ba131y 

oananue do occur i n  pcrpula.t.ians not previously affected, there  i s  no evidence 

-that %he disease i s  becodng more $ever@. 

Excess influenza, and pneumonia mortal.ity f o r  the nation did not f a l l  

appreciably during %he pas t  weekr A l l  regions i n  the  eastern haU of  the 

United States conttnued to  decline, but  the  Pacific and Eilloun.tain areas  rose 

snouch to maintain the nat ional  Level. 

The Nationd ISealth Survey showed a s teep decrease i n  new case8 during 

the week ending Novenibes 16, 

A t o t a l  o f  53,770,059 ml o f  Asian influenza vaccine has been released 

through December 4 Th is  include8 2 , 116,470 ]rel.e8sed since last week* 

A report  from Japan discusses the l1 second waveu i n  that country. Appar- 

ently %he ~fsecsnd krzlvetF is princiaally involvinp psrIions who were not previ- 

ously attacked, 
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I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  '$Epidemic Thresholdn 

f f  two success ive  weeks inc idence  i n  excess  of t h e  "epidemic 

threshold" I s  def ined a s  a ""sun of two", t h e n  with "normal inc idence"  

a "sun o f  two* w i l l  be uncommon, When i n c i d e n c e  exceeds normal l e v e l s  

a "run of two" w i l l  be more l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  with normal 

incidence,  t h e  odds a g a i n s t  one o r  more "runs of two" dur ing  a period o f  

52 weeks a r e  four t o  one, If incidence i n c r e a s e s  above normal by two 

s tandard  d e v l a t i a n s  t h e  odds a r e  even t h a t  a "run o f  two"' w i l l  fo l low 

immediately, 

A d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  method used i n  c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  c h a r t s  i s  

given in Influenza S u r v e i l l a n c e  Report No, 16, 



11, Current Analysis of Influenza and Pneumonia Mor t a l i  te 
Table 1 

Current Influenza end Pneumonia Deaths 
i n  108 United S t a t e s  C i t i e s  

Number of C i t i e s  
Divis ion  

$&$The number 05 deaths given includes estimates f o r  c i t i e s  not  reporking in a given 
week* The t ab le  is corrected f o r  preceding weeks as l a t e  f igu res  a r e  received* 
The c h a r t  w i l l  be corrected onby f o r  gross discrepancies8 

This week the  t o t a l  number of influenza and pneumonia deaths f o r  the  e n t i r e  
country was s l i g h t l y  higher than l as t ,  week1 s t o t a l .  However, as noted by the 
National  Off i c e  of Vi ta l  S t a t i s t i c s ,  t h i s  may rt ;f lect  a carry-over from under- 
repor t ing  during the Thanksgienp holiday. 

Five regions remain above the  t r Z ~ i d e n f e  31hreshoZd1~level. Two of these,  the 
S outh Atlant ic  and lest  North Central Divisions show decreases from khe precedinp 
week which are typica l  of the declining states of an epidemic * The West S ou%h 
Cent ra l  Division remained a t  a  moderately high level. 

The other twa Divisions above t h e  "Epidemic ~lu"eshold" (~~llountdn and Eacif ie)  
both show r i s e s *  Since t l ~ e  course of epidemic mmtaliky has beem i r r e g u l a r  in 
these Divisions the  rise may be a brief one* Denver, S a l t  Lake City  and Lo8 Ange-. 
l e s  were the  p r inc ipa l  contributors t o  this  week" increase in t he  pjountain and 
P a c i f i c  Divisions, 

 r re pared by the  Stat is . t ics  Section, CDC * 



111. Data from Rational He (under the direction of Dr, Forrest Linder) 

Hew, Cases 
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Estmtes  for cantine 
New cases involving one or  Average number of persons 

July 23. - 27 
July 28 - Aug 3 1,264,000 425,000 
Swig 4 - 10 955ioQQO 339,000 
Aug Sl - 13 L , ~ ~ L , O O Q  447,000 
Aug 18 - 24 k,7$8,0(33 675,aoo 
A U ~  25 - 31. 2,159,000 6gk,ooo 
Sept 1 - 7 1,819,000 651,000 
Sapt 8 - 3.4 2,299,000 856,000 
Sep% 1 5  - 23, 4, k87,0O0 1,152,000 
sep% 22 - 28 3,952,QOQ 2,09k,ooo 
Sept 29 - Oct 5 7,773,000 2,843,000 
6ct 6 - 1 2  9,712,000 4955LQQo 
Oct 1 3  - 19 12,238,000 5,812,000 
OCL 20 - 26 J13Q33,000 594355,Qoo 

The above data are compiled frm the household fntemiew survey which is a 
park of the psogrm of the U. 5. HatlonaL Health Survey, Tbae household survey is 
conaucted by trained and supervised lay inlenriewers, The weekly samples consist 
of interviews for abou't, 700 hauaehalds or 2,2W persona. Since data are collected 
for the two pslor  weeks, each week" 5nit;emie~ng gives idasmaLion on 4,400 per- 
soa-eeks o f  health experience. Arnmiatate sasnpling ermrs are in the range of 
1 .  The estimates o f  s a p l i n g  error ti0 not include allowance for  error sf 
response and nonreportlng. 



I$, f ndus t r i a l  Absentee Data 

Comment on Indus t r i a l  Absenteeism (week ending November 30): The tab les  of M u s t r i a l  absentee r a t e s  a r e  omitted this week* Only tweity-one of the  36 
c i t i e s  continue t o  have excess abslzntedsm* With one exception, all r a t e s  
a r e  lower than the  previous week, and it appears ma% absenteeism w i l l  r eu  
turn t o  normal sho~. t lyr  

V , Inf luenz; a Vaccine Production and Dis t r ibut ion  

IMluenoa Vaccine Releersed 

( ~ o t a l s  through December 4, 1957) 

400 cca 200 cca 
l"lsnavakent FIonovaJen t Polyvalent with 

Phamaceuti  c a l  C eacesn Asian s l r&n Asian s t r a i n  Aaian s t r d n  - 
Lederls 1,0s1,6O,O ml 8,264,220 m l  537,960 ml 
L~PLY 1, 605,EjFQ 2, Ubj717 748 9 l t o  
Hesck Shame % Dohe  4, 5108,980 1.3 884 9 520 --_ 
National Drug 1,106,OQO 7,465927'5 29K2.d?l35 
IParIee, Davis -.-- 902 9 795 - - - 
Pitman-Maore 3 ,  0703 840 -- S, ~15,042 +,9?7,91rs 

l0,8h 3,010 3196'?8,569 5, 248,bBo 

Total released t o  date: 53977%059 ma 
Amount released since November 20: 2,116,b70 r n l  

Estimated Vaccine Produc t lon: 

December 8,b35,000 ml 

VT. Report on Influenza i n  Japan 

Japanese Influenza Epidemic--smary f rm l e t t e r  by D r .  Sabuso Iio jima, Directos, 
Influenza Center of Japan, courtesy of  D r .  F a  Pa+ Davenport, Amed Forces Epid- 
emiological Board, 

The influenza previously prevalent i n  the spring i n  Japan has recurred 
again i n  all p a r t s  of the country. A t  l e a s t  700 schools have been affected. 
Virus i so la t ions  have repeatedly yielded ~ / ~ s i a n / s 7  and no other  t p e  of influ- 
enza. Theye i s  a poss ibi l i ty  t h a t  some of the  pa t i en t s  are szlffering a second 
in fec t ion  with %he virus,  bu t  t h i s  does n o t  appear likely because the acute 
serum antibody t i t e r s  were much lower than those found i n  persons known t o  have 
had influenza i n  the spring. Detailed exaninations of three schools cur rent ly  
having epidemics revealed t h a t  e i the r  the previous epiderdc or  the later epid- 
emic was not due t o  Asian s t r a i n  virus. The c l i n i c a l  severity' of the present 
epidemic is  similar  t o  t h a t  of the spring. Effectiveness of vaccination has not  
y e t  been evaluated, 


