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Outline
 Background on US commercial fishing industry
 Development of the NIOSH Commercial Fishing Incident Database
 Identification of specific hazards and priority areas around the country
 CFID Redesign with OSU



Commercial fishing is an economically important 
industry in the US
In 2017:
 9.9 billion pounds of seafood harvested
 Earning over $5.4 billion
 Approximately 117,000 harvesters
 Dutch Harbor, Alaska 

– 769 million pounds
– $173 million

 New Bedford, Massachusetts
– 111 million pounds
– $389 million

Source: National Marine Fisheries Service



US Occupational Fatality Rates per 100,000 Workers, 
2000-2017*

*2000-2005: per 100,000 workers; 2006-2017: per 100,000 full-time equivalent workers
Source: BLS CFOI
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USCG-NIOSH Partnership
Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
 NIOSH scientist granted USCG 

credentials as federal affiliate
 Access to MISLE to manually review 

cases
 Conduct statistical analyses of data
 Identify causes of hazards leading to 

deaths and injuries



Commercial Fishing Incident Database (CFID)
 National database
 Fatalities due to traumatic injury
 Variety of fishing vessels
 Any worker
 Five incident types:

– Vessel disaster
– Fall overboard
– Onboard injury
– Onshore injury
– Diving injury



USCG Investigations and NIOSH Data Entry





US Commercial Fishing Fatalities, 2000-2017 (n=791)

IRR = 0.968;
p < 0.001



US Commercial Fishing Fatalities by Incident Type, 
2000-2017 (n=791)



US Commercial Fishing Fatalities by Region, 2000-2017 
(n=791)

% Total exceeds 100% due to rounding



Fleets with the Highest Number of Fatalities and 
Rates, 2000-2017 (n=292)

†Rates are preliminary
*Rate not available



Most Hazardous Fisheries & Events





CFID Redesign



CFID Redesign



Conclusions
 Detailed fatality, injury, and event data can be used to…

– Understand hazards
– Examine trends over time
– Inform research priorities

 Hazards vary by region and fleet
 Request data from CFID for analyses
 Leverage partnerships to improve surveillance and expand research
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For more information, contact CDC
1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)
TTY:  1-888-232-6348    www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the 
official position of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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