10/30/2020 141st APHA Annual Meeting and Exposition (November 2 - November 6, 2013): Influenza vaccination of healthcare personnel in Massa...
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Meeting Information

When:
November 02 - 06,2013
Where:

Boston, MA

Monday, November 4, 2013 : 9:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.

Katherine Sours, Environmental Health Department, Boston University School of Public Health, Boston, MA

Angela K. Laramie, MPH, Occupational Health Surveillance Program, Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Boston, MA
Christine E. Miner, MPH, Occupational Health Surveillance Program, Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Boston, MA
Letitia Davis, ScD, Occupational Health Surveillance Program, Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Boston, MA

Background: Influenza affects patients and healthcare personnel (HCP) alike. The Healthy People 2020 goal is for 90% of all HCP to be
vaccinated against influenza. Vaccination is one strategy used to prevent the spread of influenza in hospitals. Little is known about the
characteristics of HCP influenza vaccination programs in Massachusetts hospitals. To obtain information about current influenza HCP
vaccination programs, a survey of hospitals licensed by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (MDPH) will be conducted in
March 2013. Methods: The Occupational Health Surveillance Program will conduct a mailed survey to occupational health staff at all 98
MDPH licensed hospitals, with follow-up by phone and email. Data will be entered into MSAccess and analyzed in SAS. Descriptive
analysis and stratification by hospital characteristics will be performed. Results: Findings by type of hospital (acute v non-acute), teaching
status and number of licensed beds will be presented. Program characteristics including mandatory vaccination, use of declinations,
location and number of vaccination clinics, and educational information provided to HCP will be described. To the extent possible,
correlates with HCP vaccination rates will be discussed. Conclusion: Hospitals use various methods to control the spread of influenza
within the hospital, including vaccination of HCP, respiratory hygiene and cough etiquette, and adherence to multiple infection control
practices. Vaccination of HCP is just one component of a comprehensive influenza prevention program. Findings will be shared with
Massachusetts hospitals with the goal of helping them design vaccination programs that maximize the number of HCP vaccinated
annually.

Learning Areas:
Occupational health and safety

Learning Objectives:
Identify components of a comprehensive influenza prevention program. Describe various ways that influenza vaccination programs are
carried out.

Keyword(s): Health Care Workers, Immunizations
Presenting author's disclosure statement:

Qualified on the content | am responsible for because: In addition to my strong interest in occupational health, | have been working
closely with Angela Laramie on this project and have conducted a literature review and key informant interviews to develop the survey
instrument and learn background information. | will be writing a paper at the end of my practicum summarizing this project.

Any relevant financial relationships? No

| agree to comply with the American Public Health Association Conflict of Interest and Commercial Support Guidelines, and to disclose
to the participants any off-label or experimental uses of a commercial product or service discussed in my presentation.
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