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The phenomenon of seria l ,  spree, an d mass murders has become 

p ronoun ced and publicized ln the Un i ted States wi thin the las t  few 

decades, Wi th the respon se to and in vest igation of such crimes 

come sign if ican t an d un ique s tress to law en forcemen t personn el,  

The violen ce an d dehuman ization of ten asso ciated with these 

c rimes , both in terms of magnitude and mult itud e ,  exceed 

p reparation given the typical respon ding law enfo rcemen t office r 

o r  even a we ll-prepared and experienced homicide i nves t igator.  

Such visua l  an d emotional s t ress la magn ified by o rgan izational 

a t reasora , in cluding admin istra t ive p ressure to solve the crime 

and con flicts within an off ice r 's ro le and respon sibility, an d 

even t a tressors ,  especially those relating  to an in ability to 

bring closure to the crime, 

The impact of such un ique t raumatic s tress has been subjected 

to little ana lysis and ,  mo re especially , empi rical resea rch, 

Utilizin g  a theo retical f ramewo rk deve loped fo r t rain in g violen t 

crime invest iga to rs an d d rawin g f rom the experien ces of Special 

Agen ts wi thin the Flo rida Depa rtmen t of Law En forcemen t ass igned 

to a major  multiple murde r in vest iga t ion , this presen tation will 

at temp t to emp irical ly analyze the perceived trauma associated 

with multiple murde rs , 

With the unders tanding  of fe red through such research , 

agencies can better respond to the n eeds of their personn el ,  

Successful managemen t o f  this un ique type o f  law enforcemen t 

stress requires a s tron g o rgan iza tional commitmen t ,  specific 

managemen t p rograms invo lving t ra in ing  and crit ica l inciden t 

debriefing ,  and commun ity suppor t .  
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