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Objective: Much remains to be learned regarding disabilities and occupational safety among
U.S. workers. This study examined occupational injury risk factors and injury patterns
among workers with pre-existing disabilities. Methods: The National Health Interview
Survey 1997-2004 data were analyzed. Disability status was determined from questions
based on the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health. A self-
reported 3-month cumulative incidence of occupational injuries was recorded. Injury
prevalence, the leading causes of injury, activities at time of injury and types of injury were
compared between workers with disabilities and workers without disabilities. The impact of
disabilities on the risk of occupational injuries was examined with survey-weight adjusted
multivariable logistic and Poisson regression models that control for the confounding effects
of socio-demographics and injury risk behavior variables. Results: From 1997 to 2004,
360,204 workers were included in our study, and 5.3% of them had disabilities. The
prevalence of occupational injuries among workers with disabilities was nearly three times
higher than that among workers without disabilities. Among individuals with pre-existing
disabilities, higher percentages of young workers (25-44 years), African American workers,
and construction workers reported occupational injuries, and major injury causes were falls
and overexertion/strenuous movements. Disabilities were significantly associated with an
elevated risk of occupational injury in multivariable logistic regression adjusting for
covariates. Conclusions: U.S. workers with disabilities suffer more occupational injuries than
those without disabilities. Injuries among workers with disabilities have distinct patterns,
making them predictable and preventable. Key words: occupational injury, disability, worker

Learning Areas:

Epidemiology

Occupational health and safety
Public health or related research

Learning Objectives:
Demonstrate an association between workers with disabilities and occupational injuries.
Identify patterns of occupational injuries among people with disabilities.
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See more of: Addressing Health Disparities in Persons with Disabilities
See more of: Disability
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