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National Safe Digging Month

Many farms and ranches have been passed down through a family for 
generations or operated by a single owner for decades. You or 
someone you know may remember when and where underground 
utilities were installed on your land. Assumptions are often made 
about whether or not utility lines need to be marked, but every digging 
job requires it — even small projects like planting trees and shrubs. 
Never assume that all underground utilities are buried at the same 
depth or that they are buried alone. Often there are multiple lines in 
the same area. Digging without calling or clicking can disrupt service 

to an entire neighborhood, potentially harm you and those around you and result in fines and 
repair costs. Also, the location and depth of these lines can change over the years due to 
erosion, previous digging projects or uneven surfaces, so it’s important to call 811—even if 
you think you may know what is buried in the area. Calling or clicking before every job gets 
underground pipelines and other utility lines marked and helps prevent accidents. 

Comply with Texas law by following four easy steps:

1. Call 811 at least two working days before your digging project begins.
2. Wait. Don’t start your project until lines are marked. Lines are typically marked within 

48 hours of your call.
3. Dig with caution.
4. Immediately report any dents, scratches or damage.

The leading cause of serious pipeline incidents is third-party damage, often by a contractor, 
landscaper, farmer or do-it-yourself enthusiast. Always dial 811 to notify One Call at least two 
days before you dig, plant or build.

811 is a free, national service created to help protect home and business owners from 
unintentionally damaging underground utility lines while digging. One call coordinates with 
pipeline companies to mark the location of underground lines before you dig.

Operators will mark the location of
pipelines with marker flags or colored paint. 
Pipelines are marked with yellow flags. 
Other underground utility lines will be 
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marked with different color flags. View the 
uniform color code chart to learn more 
about marker flag colors and the lines they 
represent. 

Respect the marks and dig carefully. Talk 
with the pipeline operator if you have 
questions about safe digging near pipelines. 

CALL or CLICK before 
you DIG!!!

Take the National Safe Digging Month quiz to test your knowledge! 

Resources:

• www.enbridge.com
• www.clickbeforeyoudig.com
• www.pipeline-safety.org

Disclaimer: The facts and information listed above are merely 
suggestions for your safety, but are in no way a comprehensive and 
exhausted list of all actions needed to insure your safety.
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Check out past Monthly Blasts on 
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