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FROM : Chlef , Comunicable Disease CenLer 

SUlXJECT: CammunicaMe Disease Center Inf5,uenza Report and 
Reporting Sya tm 

A8 Far %st s t r a i n s  of irmfluenza virma spread ~ m r l d  wide, the rapid 
d l s t r lbu t ion  o f  per t inent  inPomaLion i s  of maJor i w o r b n c e ,  The impressfve 
forewarning provided by a l e r t  invest igators  i n  %he present situatiion is remrk-  
a b l e  and every advantage shouLd be .talcen %o maintain t h i s  lead,  

An effec t ive  reporting system through the  Hatlonal Office of V i t a l  
S t a t l a t i c s  is  now i n  opera.t;ion* More freqpent reports  vauS6 grea t ly  benef"i"t 
.those presently engaged i n  influenza a c t i v i t i e s ,  Cansequendly, the  C o m u n i c d e  
Disease Center plans Lo dSisLriZjute at frequent i n t e n a l e  an "Influenza Report" 
which w i l l  contain pert inent  laboratory in3Fomtion and epidemiobo~fc data 
r e l a t i v e  to recent events, 

I&. ICegth E, Kensen, CDC V i r u s  and R;tclre%Li~ia Section, Montgomery, 
Uabama, an& Dr, Robest H* Drachman, Influenza Surveillance T F n i t ,  Comunieable 
Disease Center, Atlanta, Georgia, w i l l  prepare Jo in t ly  the "CIX: Influenza Report'', 
This t r i l l  cover investigations of outbreaks with spec i f i c  laboratory r e s u l t s  an8 
information on diagnostic Lechniques and reagents. Vaccine production and test- 
ing  w i l l  a l s o  be incLudeh &en avai lable,  

These reports w i l l  be sent t o  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r i a l  Health Ofricers 
and Qidemiologists, all laboratories  collaborating krLil;h the Influenza Center, 
t d  others involved in influenza a c t i v i t i e e *  Because of i t s  provisional. nature, 
Infomat ion  contained i n  the Reports will no* be f o r  public release. Zndiwidua2 
s t a t e s ,  of course, w i 1 3  judge the adv i sab i l i ty  of re laas ing  t h e i r  o m  data, 

Requests for influenza diagnostic reagents and re la ted  inqui r ies  should 
be d i rec ted  t o  D r .  Jensen, Reports, corrections and coments on invea t iga t ions  
of outbreslrs shdJ be addressed to Dr. Dracban. 

Epidemic In%lligence Bemice Officers can be ca l led  upon t o  assist 
i n  t h e  bnves t iga t ion  of outbreaks and the colLec t i o n  o f  specimens . 

bb jectives of %his rapid reporting sys tern are as lo81 owe : 

1, To iden t i fy  sexi ously hnclicapped high morbidity areas.  

2, To maintain conGinued vigilance for the appearance of new 
antigenic strains of infLuenza virzta tshich may d i f f e r  fron 
the present Ebr E a s t  s t r a i n s ,  
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3, To appmise evidence sugges%is?g Lfin increased virulence of 
the influenza virus without concosnilant antltgenic ch~nge,  

4, To acemaate epidemislogic&L infomation relative t o  the 
moveneat o f  Lrwrwelera f r a  h&& Incidence areas or  from 
w-Zeherlng~ where outbreaks have occu~red* 

5 To a a a i s t  i n  identiff  cation o f  areas where a s  &st atra ins  
have "oieen i sola ted which m y  represent high incitlences areas 
at a later date, 

6 "ro Ab&ntif"ynusual k c t e r f  sl f nvaders accampebn*ng inf luenm 
fnfectiion, 

Reporting of in91uenza fn3ebmafion r;hauld continue along previously 
defined channeSls ll Tt i s  fur ther  requested tbt current regorts be kelephoned 
as soon ae feasible t r c l  the Influenza UniL i n  Atlanta, TRinity 6-3311, e::t@nsion 
gkT5. GLose confact wl%& be mainhkned with.  the NatLona1 Office of V i t a l  
Sfakiatics so that  bath groups w i l l  hawe imedlate access t o  current data on 
iaff uenza , 

Reaetily rzcceasible, masoaa'bLy acauxate and current &t;a represent a 
major factor i n  the minteazance o f  an obJective view t o t a r &  %he -influenza 
si-tuation. letL$h "ris vital cons idieralt;$on i n  mind, ?re td11 laale every af for% 
to callaborate wiLh you i n  the present under.talcing, 
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Assisdnt. Surgeon CIenere.1 
Chief, Comuni cable Dis eaa e Center 


