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FATAL FALLS: SMALL BUSINESS AND RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION

Fatalities caused by
falls from elevation

remain the leading cause of 

death for construction workers

Fall fatalities 
in residential 
construction 

more than 
doubled from:

26 deaths
in 2011

to 

61 deaths 
in 2015

accounting for

370 of the 991
construction fatalities 

recorded in 2016
(BLS data)

61%

Small businesses
(10 or fewer employees)
account for 61% of fatal falls

in construction
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Source 1: The Construction Chart Book 6th Edition, Chart 44d. https://www.cpwr.com/sites/default/files/publications/The_6th_Edition_Construction_eChart_Book.pdf

Source 2: CPWR Quarterly Data Report, First Quarter 2017. https://www.cpwr.com/sites/default/files/publications/Quarter1-QDR-2017.pdf


