
General Estimates of Work-Related Noises 

Rocket launch 180 

Jet engine at takeoff 140 

Pneumatic percussion drill 119 

Chain saw 110 

Bulldozer, Spray painter 105 

Hand drill 98 

Belt sander 93 

Exposures ~ 85 may 
cause hearing loss 

Normal conversation 60 

Weakest sound 
heard by the average ear 0 

194 Loudest tone possible 

165 12-Gauge shotgun 

120 Ambulance siren 

114 Hammer drill 

108 Continuous miner 

103 Impact wrench 

96 Tractor 

90 Hair dryer/ Power lawn mower 

80 Ringing telephone 

30 Whisper 

For more information on occupational hearing loss or other work-related injuries or illnesses contact 
the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) at 

1-800-35-NIOSH or http://www.cdc.gov/niosh 
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