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evaluation of mine safety and health technology.
Formerly operated by the U.S. Bureau of Mines
(USBM), the facility is now under the direction of
the National Institute for Occupational Safety
and Health (NIOSH). Lake Lynn occupies more
than 400 acres at a former limestone mine in the
Greenbriar Formation. It is located approxi-
mately 50 miles southeast of Pittsburgh, near
Fairchance, PA, and specializes in the study of
large-scale surface and underground fires and
explosions.

Methane gas and coal dust explosions had been
a constant threat to the U.S. mining industry in
the early 1900s. Thus, in 1910, the U.S.
Congress created the USBM to study these
explosions and to develop methods of eliminat-
ing or controlling this grave problem. Since that
time, changes in mining geometries dictated the
need for new facilities, which led to the develop-
ment of Lake Lynn Laboratory in the early 1980s.

The principal purpose for constructing the
laboratory was mine explosion testing.
However, the underground Experimental Mine
design, expansive surface areas, and state-of-
the-art data-gathering and computer systems
afford an opportunity for a broad range of mine
safety and health research.
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