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For additional information, see NIOSH Aiert: Preventing
Allergic Reactions to Natural Rubber Latex in the Work-
place (DHHS [NIOSH] Publication No. 97-135). Single copies
of the Alert are available free from the foliowing:

Publications Dissemination, EID
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
4676 Columbia Parkway
Cincinnati, OH 45226-1998

Fax number: (513) 533-8573
Phone number: 1--800--35-NIOSH (1-800-356-4674)
E-mail. pubstaft@cdc.gov

11.S. Department of Health and Human Services
Public Heulth Service

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
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‘In this document, the term “I~ * refers to natural

rubber latex and includes products made from dry natu-
ral rubber. Natura! rubber latex is the product manu-
factured from a milky fluid derived mainly from the
rubber tree, Hevea brasiliensis.
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fluid derived from the rubber tree, Hevea
brasiliensis. Several chemicals are added to
this fluid during the processing and manufac-
ture of commercial latex. Some proteins in
latex can cause a range of 1 " ' to severe al-
lergic reactions. Currently available methods
of measurement do not provide easy or
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—Frequently change ventilation filters
and vacuum bags usedin'~ ~:-contami-
n- Can .

4. Takead 1. -~ of all latex allergy education
and training prov' . d by your employer:

Become familiar with procedures for pre-
venting latex allergy.

L . ntorecognize the symptoms of latex
¢ ~rgy: skin rashes; hi' ~;; flushing; itch-
ing; nasal, eye, or sinus symptoms;
as! \ma; ¢« ~d shock.

5. If you develop symptoms of latex allergy,
avoid direct contact with |-~ gloves and
other la’ :x-containing products until you
can ¢ .2 aphysician experien .ed in treating
latex allergy.

6.fyoul I ergy, consult your physi-
cian regarding the following - ecautions:

Avoid contactwith I _ » glove~ and other
latex-containing products.

Avoid areas where you might inhale the
powder from latex gloves worn by other
workers.

e Tell your employer and your health care
providers (physicians, nurses, dentists,
etc.) that you have ~ = : allergy.

Wear a medical alert brac . ...

7. Carefully follow your physician’s instructions
for ¢ ling with allergic reactions to latex.

For ‘ditional inform: ‘on about latex allergy,
call 1-800-35-NIOSH (1-800-356—4674); or

visit the NIOSH Homepage on the World
Wide Web at

You 'y access the following latex lergy
webo .sdirectlyorbysei.c’ ol rAlN,
through the NIOSH Homepage:

http:/mediswww.cwru.edu/dept/anesth/
lair/lair.htm

http://wyrw.familyvillage.wisc.edu/
lib_" x.l

Princip~! contributors to this Aert were

R.E. Biagini, S. Deitc! .an, E.J. Esswein, J.
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Petsonk, L. Pinkerton, P.D. Siegal, W.G.Wir 2el,
and K.A. Worthington.

Ple- ~:directc + .3, '™ 70 or | ;
for additional information to the following:

Director

Division of Surve ance, Hazard Ev: u‘ _ons,
and Field Studies

National Ins * " . for Occupational
Safety and ..ilth

4676 Columbia Parkway

Cincinnati, OH 4% "~ j-1"""

Telephone: 513-841-4366 or
1-800-35-NIOSH (1-800-356-4674).



We greatly appreciate your assistance in pro-
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Linda Rosenstock, M.D., M.PH.
Director, National Institute for
Occupational Sa yand F *~ v
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
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