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DISCLAIMER

Mention of any company or product does not constitute endorsement by the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health.

This document is in the public domain and may be freely copied or reprinted.

Copies of this and other NIOSH documents are available from

Publications Dissemination, DSDTT
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
4676 Columbia Parkway
Cincinnati, OH 45226

Fax number: (513) 533-8573

To order NIOSH publications or to receive information about occupational
safety and health problems, call 1-800-35-NIOSH (1-800-356—4674)
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Preventing Injuries and Deaths of Fire Fighters

The National Institute for Occupational
Safety and Health (NIOSH) requests assis-
tance in preventing injuries and deaths of
U.S. fire fighters. A recent NIOSH inves-
tigation identified four factors essential to
protecting fire fighters from injury and
death: (1) following established fire-
fighting policies and procedures, (2) im-
plementing an adequate respirator
maintenance program, (3) establishing
fire fighter accountability at the fire
scene, and (4) using personal alert safety
system (PASS) devices at the fire scene.
Deficiencies in any of these factors can
create a life-threatening situation for fire
fighters.

NIOSH requests that the information in
this Alert be brought to the attention of
all U.S. fire fighters—including members
of the largest metropolitan fire depart-
ments and the smallest rural volunteer fire
departments—by the following: editors of
trade journals and other related publica-
tions, safety and health officials, labor or-
ganizations, fire-fighting agencies, and
insurance companies.

WARNING!

Fire departments must review their safety programs and emergency operating
procedures; failures to establish and follow these programs and procedures are
resulting in injuries and deaths of fire fighters.

Photo by Glen E. Ellman (printed with permission)

Fire fighters wearing self-contained breathing
apparatus (SCBAs) and other protective gear at the
scene of a fire.



























Call 1-800-35-NIOSH (1-800-356-4674) for additional
information or for free single copies of the complete NJOSH
Alert: Request for Assistance in Preventing Injuries and Deaths
of Fire Fighters [DHHS (NIOSH) Publication No. 94-125].
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Delivering on the Nation's promise:
Safety and health at work
For all people
Through prevention
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