


Working with Silver

Silver brazing alloy, frequently called
‘“‘silver solder," is an extremely valuable industrial
material used for joining metals and alloys such
as silver, copper, brass, bronze, stainless steel,
carbon steel and dissimilar metal combinations
where it is necessary to perform the joining of
these metals at low temperatures. Its wide variety
of applications include use in home jewelry
making, dental laboratories, refrigeration and
electronic equipment, and in the aerospace and
missile industries.

Brazing is a safe operation when proper
practices are followed. As in all operations,
there are certain hazards to be avoided. In
brazing the major hazards are heat, chemicals
and fumes.

Hazards

Since brazing is a process requiring heat,
precautions should be taken for handling hot
objects to prevent workers from being burned.
Proper outer clothing, preferably woolen, and
eye protection should be worn. Chemicals such
as acids and alkalies are sometimes used to clean
parts before brazing and can produce chemical
burns if allowed to come in contact with the skin.
Protective gloves should be worn when handling
these chemicals. Brazing fluxes are mixtures of
chemicals and the caution notice on the package
should be followed.
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