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April 28, 2010  
NY reports 2nd cluster 
of patients. 

Regulatory Actions, Recalls, and Results of Product Testing

Outbreak Identification & Source Implication

Timeline of Infections: Multistate Outbreak of E. coli O145 Infections Associated with 
Romaine Lettuce --- United States, 2010

April 16, 2010
MI reports 16 
patients with 
bloody diarrhea.

April 30, 2010
OH formally requests 
CDC assistance , 
Epi-Aid issued. 

April 23, 2010
CDC coordinates first 
multi-state conference 
call.  Investigation 
ongoing in both states. No 
food vehicle implicated.

Number of persons by date 
of Illness onset

n=33 for whom information was 
reported as of 5/21/2010

April 27, 2010  
Unconfirmed, preliminary 
information suggests lettuce as a 
possible vehicle.  Trace back 
investigations by states indicate a 
common supplier of shredded 
romaine lettuce, Company X.
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April 22, 2010
OH reports 4 non-
O157 STEC 
infections. PFGE 
matched MI isolates. 

May 5, 2010
Preliminary results from MI study 
find association with romaine 
lettuce. NY reports isolating E. coli 
O145 from Company X lettuce.

May 9, 2010
PulseNet 
confirms lettuce 
isolate as a 
PFGE match to 
outbreak strain.

Illnesses that began during this time may not yet be reported

May 4, 2010
Company X 
issues a recall 
of one lot of 
romaine 
lettuce.

May 6, 2010
Company X 
issues a broad 
voluntary 
recall of 
romaine 
lettuce with a 
‘use by’ date 
of May 12 or 
earlier.

May 10, 2010
Second company 
issues recall of 
lettuce from the 
same farm that 
supplied Company 
X.

April 28, 2010

FDA initiates 
investigation 
at Company 
X; collects 
environmental 
and product 
samples.

May 3, 2010

FDA and AZ 
state initiate 
investigation 
at lettuce 
grower in AZ.

April 29, 2010

FDA initiates 
traceback
investigation of 
shredded romaine 
lettuce.

May 4 and 6, 
2010

FDA and CDC 
initiate calls 
with industry 
and consumer 
groups to 
discuss 
current 
investigation.

May 7, 2010

Company X 
files a 
Reportable 
Food Registry 
(RFR) notice 
with FDA, as 
required by 
law.

May 3, 2010

FDA hosts  
conference call 
with Company X 
to discuss the 
status of the 
investigation 
and mitigation 
efforts; FDA 
recommends a 
broad recall.

May 5, 2010

FDA hosts a 
conference call 
with Company X 
to discuss NY lab  
identification of E. 
coli O145 from 
Company X 
romaine lettuce; 
FDA demands 
broad recall.

April 26, 2010  
NY reports cluster 
of12 patients with 
bloody diarrhea. 
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