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I .  INTRODUCTION

D i s a s t e r s  and e p id e m ic s  a r e  se ldom p r e d i c t a b l e .  For  t h i s  r e a s o n  
few s t a t e s  and  l o c a l  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  c a n  a d e q u a t e l y  p l a n  to  meet  co n 
t i n g e n c i e s  w h ic h  r e q u i r e  r a p i d  and  c o s t l y  e x p a n s i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s .  The 
P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  (PHS) h a s ,  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  a s s i s t e d  s t a t e  h e a l t h  
d e p a r t m e n t s  by t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  of  p e r s o n n e l  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  a v a i l 
a b i l i t y  o f  men and  money.  I n  many c a s e s  i t  h a s  b e e n  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e n d e r  
a d e q u a t e  a s s i s t a n c e .  At  t h e  D ecem ber  1947 a n n u a l  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  
S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ,  t h e  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r i a l  
H e a l t h  O f f i c e r s  recommended t h a t  t h i s  s e r v i c e  be e x p a n d e d .  S u b s e q u e n t l y  
t h e  Su rg e o n  G e n e r a l  d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  Communicable  D i s e a s e  C e n t e r  (CDC) as  
t h e  o f f i c e  t o  p l a n ,  a d m i n i s t e r ,  and f u r n i s h  a i d  t o  s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t 
m en ts  i n  m e e t i n g  e m e rg en c y  demands r e s u l t i n g  f rom  n o n - m i l i t a r y  c a t a s t r o 
p h i c  e v e n t s  or  d i s e a s e  e p id e m ic s  when s t a t e  and l o c a l  h e a l t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  
a r e  u n a b l e  to  f u l l y  cope  w i t h  the  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p ro b le m s  i n v o l v e d .  O ther  
d i v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  w i l l  a l s o  be  c a l l e d  upon wheneve r  
n e c e s s a r y .

At t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  t h e  r e s e r v e  fu n d  p r o v i d e d  f 'or t h i s  p u rp o se  
d o e s  no t  p e r m i t  f u l l  and  a d e q u a t e  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  a l l  n e c e s s a r y  p e r s o n n e l  
and f a c i l i t i e s  w h ic h  may be  u t i l i z e d  e f f e c t i v e l y  u n d e r  emergency  c o n d i 
t i o n s .  I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  r ec om m e nda t ions  o f  t h e  S t a t e  and T e r r i t o r 
i a l  H e a l t h  O f f i c e r s ’ C o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  i s  a t t e m p t i n g  
to  o b t a i n  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k i n g  f o r  t h i s  work.

P r e l i m i n a r y  p l a n s  have  b e e n  made to  e s t a b l i s h  t h i s  s e r v i c e  as  a 
Com m unicab le  D i s e a s e  C e n t e r  a c t i v i t y '  and  b a s i c  p o l i c i e s  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  
h e r e i n .  CDC w e l c o m e s  t h i s  new o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e r v e  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  
d e p a r t m e n t s .

The a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be  s u p p l e m e n t a r y  t o  and  c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  
t h e  work  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t .  A s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  b e  r e n d e r e d  
l o c a l  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  when t h e  need  i s  a p p a r e n t  and i s  r e q u e s t e d  by the  
s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t .  The f i e l d ,  work w i l l  be c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  r e l a t e d  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  o t h e r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  and w i t h  t h e  Am er ican  Bed C r o s s  and 
o t h e r  r e l i e f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  so  a s  to  a v o i d  o v e r l a p p i n g  and t o  i n s u r e  the  
b e s t  p o s s i b l e  m u tua l  c o o p e r a t i o n .

I I .  CIRCUMSTANCES J U S T I F Y I N G  AID

Epidemic and d i s a s t e r  a i d  w i l l  be  r e n d e r e d  when r e q u e s t e d  byr the  
s t a t e  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  a n d  when i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  and  l o c a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  not  s u f f i c i e n t .

The f o l l o w i n g  m ain  t y p e s  o f  d i s a s t e r s  w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  f o r
a i d :



5 .  F i r e s  -  m u n ic ip a l}  i n d u s t r i a l  
and f o r e s t

6.  Marine  d i s a s t e r
7.  E a r t h q u a k e s
8.  Mine and i n d u s t r i a l  d i s a s t e r s

The amount  o f  p r o p e r t y  damage o r  s i z e  o f  d i s a s t e r  may n o t  a lw ays  
be t h e  c r i t e r i o n  by  w h i c h  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  be  j u d g e d .  
D i s a s t r o u s  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  may be a c co m p a n ie d  by r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  p r o p e r t y  
damage  o r  may a f f e c t  o n l y  a s m a l l  l a n d  a r e a  and  s t i l l  p r o d u c e  p u b l i c  
h e a l t h  p rob lem s  o f  a m a g n i t u d e  o r  n a t u r e  w a r r a n t i n g  a r e q u e s t  f o r  a i d .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  the  s e r i o u s n e s s  r a t h e r  t h a n  th e  m agn i tude  ,of a d i s e a s e  o u t b r e a k  
s h o u ld  b e  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  f a c t o r .  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  s h o u ld  be s o u g h t  a s  soon as 
a r e a s o n a b l e  amount  o f  l o c a l  s t u d y  has  f a i l e d  t o  f i n d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  
o u t b r e a k ,  o r  i t  ha s  become o f  i n t e r s t a t e  c o n c e r n .

I I I .  LEGAL R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S

The s t a t e  and l o c a l  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  l e g a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h i n  t h e  l o c a l  a r e a  and w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .  
The l e g a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  i s  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n  
o f  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  s p r e a d  o f  c o m m u n i c a b l e  d i s e a s e s .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a 
t h r e a t  o f  t h e  i n t e r s t a t e  s p r e a d  o f  a com m unic ab le  d i s e a s e ,  t h e  PHS w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  i t s  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  p a s t  o f  w o r k in g  w i t h  and  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n s t i 
t u t e d  s t a t e  a u t h o r i t i e s .

The p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a c c r u i n g  t o  t h e  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  
i s  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  com m un icab le  d i s e a s e s .  The a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  
s e n s e  may i n c l u d e  any or  a l l  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :

1. L e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  c a u s e  o f  o u t b r e a k ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  the  e t i o l 
o g i c a l  a g e n t .

2 .  Im m un iz a t ion  
.3. I s o l a t i o n  and q u a r a n t i n e
4 .  S a n i t a t i o n  -  w a t e r ,  m i l k ,  f o o d ,  sewage and w a s t e  d i s p o s a l ,  

g e n e r a l  s a n i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  a f f e c t e d  a r e a ,  and s a n i t a t i o n  o f  
emergency  camps and h o u s i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .

5 .  I n s e c t  and r o d e n t  c o n t r o l
6. V e t e r i n a r y  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s
7.  Emergency m e d i c a l  c a r e

The s t a t e  and l o c a l  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  have l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y  and 
b r o a d  powers to  c a r r y  on t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .

I V .  ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  by t h e  PHS w i l l  be  l i m i t e d  to  t h o s e  a c t i v i t i e s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a g a i n s t  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  d i s a s t e r .  
A s s i s t a n c e  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  m e a s u r e s  w i l l  be  e x t e n d e d  to  
s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  and ,  t h r o u g h  them t o  l o c a l  h e a l t h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  
o n l y  when l o c a l  and  s t a t e  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e .

A l l  PHS e p id e m ic  and  d i s a s t e r  a i d  w i l l  be  p e r f o r m e d  as  p a r t  o f  
t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  a n d / o r  l o c a l  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s .  CDC w i l l

-  2  -

1.  D i s e a s e  e p id e m ic s
2 .  F loods
3 .  H u r r i c a n e s  
4» T o rnadoes
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m a i n t a i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  a s p e c t s  o f  i t s  p e r s o n n e l ,  
s u p p l i e s  and  e q u ip m e n t  b u t  e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  w i l l  be done to  i n t e g r a t e  
t h e  a c t i v i t y  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l  p r o g ra m s .  The f i e l d  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  
l o o k  t o  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  o r  h i s  d e s i g n a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  
l o c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  g u i d a n c e  as  i t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c i a l  i s  
t h e  l o g i c a l  p e r s o n  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and m a i n t a i n  o v e r a l l  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  a l l  
h e a l t h  a c t i v i t i e s .

P e r s o n n e l  a s s i g n e d  t o  d i s a s t e r  d u t y  w i l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  
h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t ,  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  i n s t r u c t e d  by 
h im .  A l l  p e r s o n n e l  w i l l  h a v e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  b u t  
w i l l  a c t  a s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  
which a s s i g n e d .  The s t a t e  or  l o c a l  a gency  t o  which p e r s o n n e l  a r e  a s s i g n e d  
s h o u l d  f u r n i s h  them w i t h  t em p o ra ry  c r e d e n t i a l s  i d e n t i f y i n g  them a s  a u t h o r 
i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  P r o p e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  i s  i m p o r t a n t  an d  i s  m o s t  
e s s e n t i a l  i n  d i s a s t e r  a r e a s  unde r  m i l i t a r y  c o n t r o l .

I f  an e p i d e m i c  o c c u r s  or  a d i s a s t e r  s t r i k e s  and  o u t s i d e  h e a l t h  
a i d  i s  n e e d e d ,  t e l e g r a p h  o r  t e l e p h o n e  t h e  PHS d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  o r  t h e  CDC 
(See d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  C o n c l u s i o n ) .  F u r n i s h  a l l  p o s s i b l e  i n 
f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and b e  as  s p e c i f i c  a s  p o s s i b l e  a b o u t  t h e  
im m ed ia te  and  s u b s e q u e n t  n e e d s .  I f  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  f o r e 
warned o f  a s e r i o u s  d t i s e a se  o u t b r e a k  o r  impending  d i s a s t e r  f o r  wh ich  a i d  
m igh t  be n e e d e d ,  n o t i f y  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  PHS o f f i c e s  so t h a t  
s p e c i a l i z e d  p e r s o n n e l  c a n  be a l e r t e d ,  and s u p p l i e s  or  e q u i p m e n t ,  o r  b o t h  
o f  t h e s e ,  c a n  be p l a c e d  i n  r e a d i n e s s  f o r  i m m e d i a t e  t r a n s f e r  i f  a c t u a l l y  
r e q u e s t e d .

Upon r e c e i p t  o f  a r e o u e s t  f rom a s t a t e  f o r  e p id e m ic  o r  d i s a s t e r  
a i d ,  CDC w i l l  p r o c e e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o  f u r n i s h  s u c h  a i d  as  i s  i n d i c a t e d  and 
t o  s u c h  e x t e n t  as  p e r s o n n e l  a n d / o r  funds  w i l l  p e r m i t .  One o f f i c e r  a t  CDC 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  A t l a n t a  w i l l  be r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  the  s u p e r v i s i o n  and c o o r 
d i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s .  I f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  ep idem ic  o r  d i s a s t e r  
w a r r a n t s ,  a n  o f f i c e r  w i l l  be a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  a f f e c t e d  a r e a .  He w i l l  
r e p o r t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  o r  h i s  d e s i g n a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .

PHS w i l l  a s sum e no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  (a) p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  o r  
p r o p e r t y  damage r e s u l t i n g  from o p e r a t i o n s  p e r fo rm e d  f o r  the  s t a t e  or  l o c a l  
h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s ;  (b) r e n t a l ,  r e p a i r  o r  l o s s  o f  s t a t e  or  p r i v a t e l y  owned 
p r o p e r t y  o r  e q u i p m e n t  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  PHS f o r  u s e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  
emergency a id «

News r e l e a s e s  by PHS c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  w i l l  n o r m a l l y  be 
c o n f i n e d  t o  s t a t e m e n t s  i s s u e d  t o  t h e  na t iona .1  w i r e  s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  
t h a t  a i d  i s  b e i n g  f u r n i s h e d ,  t h e  t y p e ,  e x t e n t ,  e t c . ,  t h a t  i s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o f  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  A s p e c i a l  e f f o r t  w i l l  be  made t o  a v o i d  any 
p u b l i c i t y  w h i c h  w i l l  be  o t h e r  t h a n  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l  
h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s .  I t  w i l l  be  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  CDC a s s i g n e d  p e r s o n n e l  t o  
s e c u r e  t h e  p r . i o r  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  o r  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a 
t i v e  o f  any s t a t e m e n t s  or  r e l e a s e s  f o r  l o c a l  p r e s s  o r  r a d i o .

No a u t h o r i t y  w i l l  be e x t e n d e d  t o  non -ag e n c y  or  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  
f o r  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  any  a g r e e m e n t  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  o f  F e d e r a l  
f  u n d s .
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Normal  e s s e n t i a l s  s u c h  as  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s a s t e r  
a r e a ,  d e s k  s p a c e ,  s t a t i o n e r y ,  e t c , ,  must  be s u p p l i e d  l o c a l l y  u n l e s s  o t h e r  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  have b e e n  a g r e e d  upon.

CDC p e r s o n n e l  on d i s a s t e r  a s s i g n m e n t  w i l l  p r e p a r e  n e c e s s a r y  r e 
p o r t s  and c o p i e s  w i l l  be f u r n i s h e d  the  s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t .

V.  NATURE OF PHS AID

The f u n d a m e n ta l  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  e p id e m ic  and d i s a s t e r  a i d  a c t i v 
i t y  i s  t o  f u r n i s h  s u c h  p e r s o n n e l ,  s u p p l i e s ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  and s p e c i a l  s e r 
v i c e s  a s  may be n e c e s s a r y  t o  s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  p e r s o n n e l ,  s u p p l i e s  an d  
equ ipm en t  n o r m a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  and l o c a l  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  or  
which can be e s p e c i a l l y  s e c u r e d  f o r  the  emergency by h i r e  o r  p u r c h a s e  w i th  
s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  f u n d s .  P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be  g i v e n  t o  s u p p l y i n g  
t r a i n e d  and e x p e r i e n c e d  p e r s o n n e ] ,  h i g h l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  s e r v i c e s ,  and e q u i p 
ment  and s u p p l i e s  which  a r e  n o t  n o r m a l l y  p o s s e s s e d  or  p r o m p t ly  o b t a i n a b l e  
by s t a t e  and l o c a l  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s .  More s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  g i v e n  
i n  s u b s e q u e n t  p a r a g r a p h s .

V I .  PERSONNEL

The Communicable D i s e a s e  C e n te r  employs s p e c i a l i z e d  p e r s o n n e l  i n  
s e v e r a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d s  o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  T h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  i n c l u d e  
m e d i c a l ,  n u r s i n g ,  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  and v e t e r i n a r y .  S p e c i a l t i e s  
i n c l u d e  e p i d e m i o l o g y ,  b a c t e r i o l o g y ,  e n to m o lo g y ,  i n s e c t  v e c t o r  and r o d e n t  
c o n t r o l ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s a n i t a t i o n ,  and v e t e r i n a r y  p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  I n d i v i d 
u a l s  f rom o t h e r  s p e c i a l t i e s  may be  made a v a i l a b l e  when n e e d e d  f o r  s u c h  
f i e l d s  o f  a c t i v i t y  as  i n d u s t r i a l  h y g i e n e ,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
e t c .  I f  t h e  emergency  w a r r a n t s ,  n o n -ag e n c y  c o n s u l t a n t s  can  be made a v a i l 
a b l e  .

T h e r e  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  no p e r s o n n e l  i n  CDC a s s i g n e d  f u l l  t im e  to  
e p id e m ic  and  d i s a s t e r  a i d .  Employees  c a l l e d  f o r  t h i s  d u t y  must  be t a k e n  
f ro m  t h e i r  r e g u l a r  a s s i g n m e n t s .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  
s t a t e s ,  when r e q u e s t i n g  a i d ,  t o  e s t i m a t e  as n e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e  d u r a 
t i o n  o f  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  p e r i o d  d u r i n g  which  p e r s o n n e l  a s s i s t a n c e  w i l l  be 
n e e d e d .  I t  w i l l  be  n e c e s s a r y  t o  a s s i g n  d i f f e r e n t  h e a l t h  workers  f o r  s h o r t  
c o n s e c u t i v e  p e r i o d s  whe never  i t  i s  i m p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  s p a r e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
from t h e i r  r e g u l a r  d u t i e s  f o r  t h e  f u l l  d u r a t i o n  o f  the  emergency .

I n  c a s e s  where  no d e f i n i t e - p e r i o d  a s s i g n m e n t  i s  p o s s i b l e ,  t e r 
m i n a t i o n  d a t e s  w i l l  be  d e t e r m i n e d  by CDC h e a d q u a r t e r s  o r  i t s  a u t h o r i z e d  
f i e l d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  The t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n n e l  a s s i g n m e n t s  w i l l  
u s u a l l y  be worked o u t  t h r o u g h  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w' ith t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r .

L a b o r  o r  l a b o r - f o r e m e n  c l a s s  e m p l o y e e s  w i l l  n o t  u s u a l l y  be 
f u r n i s h e d  by CDC. I n  s m a l l  d i s a s t e r  a r e a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h e r e  i n s e c t  or  
r o d e n t  b o r n e  d i s e a s e  c o n s t i t u t e s  a p r o b le m ,  i t  may be p o s s i b l e  t o  f u r n i s h  
f u l l  crews  f o r  e s s e n t i a l  c o n t r o l  m e a s u r e s .  No l a b o r  can  be f u r n i s h e d  f o r  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  work.

In  c a s e s  o f  e x t r e m e  u r g e n c y  o r  i n  d i s a s t e r  a r e a s  where r e g u l a r  
CDC i n s e c t  and  r o d e n t  c o n t r o l  c r e w s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  o p e r a t i o n  
o f  a p p l y i n g  c o n t r o l  m easu res  w i l l  be p e r f o r m e d  by CDC.



V I I .  SU PPLIES

Certain expendable materials and supplies may be furnished by 
CDC for disaster aid. These may, to a limited extent, be stockpiled at 
strategic places throughout the country and will be available on call. 
Most materials needed, however, must be obtained through regular govern
ment procedures. Emergency procurement need not cause undue delay but in 
the interest of quick action, requests for materials and supplies should 
be specific as to type, quantity and proposed usage. Requests should be 
addressed to the CDC in Atlanta (Attention: Disaster Aid) or, in the case 
of large disasters, to the PHS officer assigned to the area.

Biologicals, insec tic ides rodenticides and disinfectants will 
be furnished by CDC if needed.

Immunization vaccines and serums usually provided by local 
health departments will be furnished where emergency needs exceed local 
and state resources. Whole blood or blood derivatives cannot normally be 
furnished.

Medicines for first aid will be furnished if needed to supple
ment supplies from other sources.

Disinfecting and purifying agents such as hypochlorites, chlo
ride of lime, and phenol compounds may be furnished to a limited extent. 
Materials of this type cannot be supplied for extensive or widespread use. 
Chlorine compounds will be made available to the state on request for 
emergency use by public health workers in disaster or epidemic areas. 
Where disasters or epidemics involve large numbers of individuals or 
numerous communities, no supplies can be furnished to sanitate individual 
premises or for other direct operations unless they can be shown to be in 
the public interest.

Insect control supplies will be furnished by CDC wh&re insect 
vectors present a public health problem in disaster or epidemic areas. DDT 
or other suitable insecticidal formulations will usually be readily avail
able. The carrying out of insect control measures will be the responsi
bility of the health department or departments concerned. At the discre
tion of the health department, insecticides may be furnished to estab
lished insect control organizations outside of the administrative juris
diction of the health department or in some cases to groups of volunteer 
workers.

Rodent control supplies «'ill be furnished by CDC for use by the 
health department when needed in a disaster area. Such supplies will be 
confined to conventional poisons, bait and traps. Sodium flucracetate 
(compound 1080) will not be furnished except to »veil trained and exper
ienced control crews.
V I I I .  EQUIPMENT

Limited quantities of equipment regularly used by and stored for 
CDC activities will be made available when the need is apparent. Some 
equipment which is not regularly used or stocked by CDC but which is ur
gently needed after certain disasters will be stockpiled at strategic 
pointsin the country«
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A s i m p l e  memorandum r e c e i p t  w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  on a l l  e q u ip m e n t  
r e q u e s t e d  and s e n t  t o  s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s .  E q u i p m e n t  must  be  r e 
c e i p t e d  f o r  by th e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  or  h i s  d e s i g n a t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  
The r e c e i p t  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  t h e  e q u ipm e n t  and i n c l u d e  b r i e f l y  t h e  t e rm s  un 
d e r  which  i t  i s  t o  be u s e d  by t h e  s t a t e »  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  s t a t e  must  a c 
c e p t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  any l o s s  o r  damage to  e q u ip m e n t  on l o a n  from the  
CDC. Equipment  which i s  b e i n g  u s e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  by em ployees  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  
H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  d i s a s t e r  o r  e p i d e m i c  a i d  d u t i e s  
w i l l  be s e r v i c e d  and m a i n t a i n e d  by CDC.

Water  p u r i f i c a t i o n  e q u i p m e n t ,  s u c h  as  h y p o c h l o r i n a t o r s , w i l l  be 
m a i n t a i n e d  i n  s t o r a g e  f o r  p rom p t  a s s i g n m e n t  t o  d i s a s t e r  a r e a s .  I n  a d d i 
t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  .100 g a l l o n s  p e r  m i n u t e  m o b i l e  w a t e r  p u r i f i c a t i o n  u n i t s  on 
t r u c k s  w i l l  be m a i n t a i n e d  i n  o p e r a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  p rompt  a s s i g n m e n t  t o  
a d i s a s t e r  a r e a  n e e d i n g  t h i s  e q u i p m e n t .  These  w i l l  be k e p t  i n  o p e r a t i n g  
o r d e r  by u s i n g  them f o r  t r a i n i n g  p u r p o s e s  i n  a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  
r e g i o n s *  An e x p e r i e n c e d  operator— t r u c k - d r i v e r  may be m a i n t a i n e d  l o r  e a c h  
u n i t .  Equ ipm en t  f o r  e m e rgenc y  pumping  o f  d o m e s t i c  w a t e r  and  th e  s t e r i l 
i z a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  m a in s  may be  s t o c k e d .  I f  f e a s i b l e  t o  do s o ,  e q u ip m e n t  
f o r  t h e  d r y i n g  o f  e l e c t r i c  m o to r s  w i l l  be made a v a i l a b l e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  w a t e r  damaged moto rs  o f  w a te r  p l a n t s .

A u to m o t iv e  e q u ip m e n t  i s  u s e d  by CDC i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  v a r i o u s  
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o g ra m s .  In  o r d e r  t o  make i t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  e p id e m ic  a n d / o r  
d i s a s t e r  a i d  work ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  on w h ic h  i t  i s  r e g u l a r l y  u s e d  must  be 
c u r t a i l e d .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  a n d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  of  t r a n s p o r t i n g  
v e h i c l e s  t o  r em ote  a r e a s ,  a u t o m o t i v e  e qu ipm e n t  w i l l  be  f u r n i s h e d  onl>  f o r  
most  e s s e n t i a l  n e e ds  and  t h e n  o n l y  i n  l i m i t e d  q u a n t i t i e s .  Where p e r s o n n e l  
i s  d i s p a t c h e d  from A t l a n t a  t o  a r e a s  w i t h i n  d r i v i n g  r a n g e ,  v e h i c l e s  w i l l  be 
s u p p l i e d  f o r  t h e i r  use  during,  any d i s a s t e r  or  e p id e m ic  a i d  a s s i g n m e n t .  In 
a r e a s  n e a r  o p e r a t i n g  CDC f i e l d  p r o g r a m s ,  t r u c k s  can  u s u a l l y  be s u p p l i e d  
from t h e s e  programs f o r  minor  i n s e c t  c o n t r o l  work.

L a b o r a t o r y  e q u i p m e n t  may n o t  b e  p u r c h a s e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  
d i s a s t e r  a i d .  Equipment  i n  u s e  by CDC l a b o r a t o r i e s  may i n  c a se  o f  u n u s u a l  
need  be l o a n e d  f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s »

I n s e c t  c o n t r o l  eq u ip m e n t  i n  l i m i t e d  amount  w i l l  be f u r n i s h e d  by 
CDC when t h e  use*  o f  s u c h  e q u i p m e n t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  
p u b l i c  h e a l t h .  Insect c o n t r o l  e q u ip m e n t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  
f rom t h e  A t l a n t a  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  CDC. H a n d - o p e r a t e d  s p r a y  c a n s  and  some 
m i s c e l l a n e o u s  power e q u ip m e n t  f rom warehouse  s t o c k s  may be s e n t  t o  d i s a s 
t e r  or  e p i d e m i c  a r e a s  when r e q u e s t e d .  Equ ipmen t  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  may a l s o  
be  d i s p a t c h e d  from i t s  u s u a l  a r e a  o f  o p e r a t i o n  f o r  s h o r t  p e r i o d s  when a 
need  becomes u r g e n t .

R o d e n t  c o n t r o l  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  r a t s ,  s u c h  as  
r a t  t r a p s ,  w i l l  be l o a n e d  a s  n e e d e d .

I X .  OTHER SERVICES

Under  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r r a n g e m e n t s  can  be  made by CDC to  
f u r n i s h  i n d i r e c t  s e r v i c e s  e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  n e g o t i a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  
or  t h r o u g h  c o n t a c t s .

✓oureesn oh the UsviQ J. Sencer CDC Museum



- 7 -

H o s p i t a l  and m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e .  M ed ica l  c a r e  and  h o s p i t a l  s e r v i c e  
may b e  f u r n i s h e d  i n  e x t r e m e  e m e r g e n c i e s  a t  t h o s e  l o c a t i o n s  where s u c h  
f a c i l i t i e s  o f  t l ie  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  a r e  o p e r a t i n g .  M e d i c a l ,  d e n t a l  
and n u r s i n g  f i r s t - a i d  m us t  be l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  a r e a s  where p e r s o n n e l  o f  
the  s e r v i c e  i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y .

L a b o r a t o r y  s e r v i c e s  where n e e d e d  f o r  r e s e a r c h  or  t h e  c o n t r o l  oi  
c o m m u n ic a b le  d i s e a s e s  i n  e p i d e m i c  o r  d i s a s t e r  a r e a s  w i l l  be f u r n i s h e d  
whenever p o s s i b l e .

C o n t r a c t u a l  a i r p l a n e  s e r v i c e  may be a r r a n g e d  i n  a r e a s  where i n 
s e c t  c o n t r o l  by t h a t  means i s  n e c e s s a r y  o r  where t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o f  p e r 
s o n n e l ,  s u p p l i e s ,  o r  e q u ip m e n t  r e q u i r e  a i r  s e r v i c e .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  how ever ,  
t h e  U. S .  Army,  Navy o r  C o a s t  Guard  i s  p r e p a r e d  d u r i n g  e m e r g e n c i e s  t o  
a s s i s t  t h e  s t a t e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t s  where t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  by means of  b o a t  
or  a i r p l a n e  become n e c e s s a r y .  CDC, t h r o u g h  i t s  d i s a s t e r  o f f i c e ,  may be  
a b l e  t o  s e c u r e  a s s i s t a n c e  from o t h e r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  d u r i n g  e m e r g e n c i e s .

P h o t o g r a p h i c  s e r v i c e  may be f u r n i s h e d  where a p i c t o r i a l  r t i c o rd  
o f  an  e p i d e m i c  o r  a d i s a s t e r  would be o f  o f f i c i a l  o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  v a l u e .

T e l e p h o n e  and  t e l e g r a p h  s e r v i c e may be f u r n i s h e d  where d i s a s t e r  
or  e p id e m ic  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  w i d e s p r e a d  ;nd where c om m un ica t ion  w i t h  r em ote  
a r e a s  i s  n e c e s s a r y .

C l e r i c a l  and s e c r e t a r i a l  s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be s u p p l i e d  to  t h e  o f f i c e  
o f  t h e  CDC d i s a s t e r  c h i e f  d u r i n g  m a jo r  d i s a s t e r s .

X. FUTURE PLANS

I t  i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  the  PHS t o  e xpa nd  and im prove  t h i s  s e r 
v i c e .  As t im e  p e r m i t s  and  funds  become a v a i l a b l e ,  CDC w i l l  t r a i n  d i s a s t e r  
squads  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p ro b le m s  which may be a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  
v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  d i s a s t e r s .  Mob ile  u n i t s ,  when p r o c u r e d ,  w i l l  be  a v a i l 
a b l e  t o  t r a n s p o r t  p e r s o n n e l  and s u p p l i e s .  Mobil e  u n i t s  w i l l  be e q u i p p e d  
f o r  v a r i o u s  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  work i n c l u d i n g  i n s e c t  v e c t o r  c o n t r o l ,  r o d e n t  
c o n t r o l  and  w a te r  p u r i f i c a t i o n .

An i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  d u r i n g  e m e r g e n 
c i e s  i s  t o  keep t h e  p u b l i c  i n f o r m e d .  The s u p p l y i n g  of f a c t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  
to  the  p u b l i c  v i a  b u l l e t i n s ,  p o s t e r s ,  a i d  r e l e a s e s  t o  t h e  p r e s s  and r a d i o ,  
o f t e n  i s  a m eans  o f  o b t a i n i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  
h e a l t h  m e a s u r e s .  P u b l i c  f e a r s  and  e v e n  p a n i c  may be  a v o i d e d  by p r o p e r  
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s .  P o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  a l s o  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r e v e n t  numer
ous c a l l s  r e q u e s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on s e r v i c e s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n a l  p h a s e  o f  d i s a s t e r  w ork ,  CDC p l a n s  t o  p r e p a r e  sample  b u l l e 
t i n s ,  p o s t e r s  and  p u b l i c i t y  r e l e a s e s  which can  e a s i l y  be m o d i f i e d  by th e  
h e a l t h  d e p a r t m e n t  to  meet e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .

CDC w i l l  a l s o ,  upon  r e q u e s t ,  a s s i s t  s t a t e s  w i t h  p l a n n i n g  d i s 
a s t e r  p r e p a r e d n e s s  m e a s u r e s .  S u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  the  improvement  o r  e x p a n s i o n  
o f  d i s a s t e r  or  e p id e m ic  a i d  w i l l  be a p p r e c i a t e d .
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E pidem ic  and. d i s a s t e r  a i d  by t h e  PHS i s  now t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of CDC. I t  i s  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  make t h i s  a i d  as  e f f e c 
t ive  as  p o s s i b l e *

A l l  r e q u e s t s  f o r  e p i d e m i c  a n d  d i s a s t e r  a i d  i n i t i a t e d  d u r i n g  
o f f i c e  h o u r s  s h o u l d  be a d d r e s s e d  to  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  PHS d i s t r i c t  i n
which t h e  s t a t e  i s  l o c a t e d .  When a r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t  t o  communica te  w i th
the d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  ha s  f a i l e d ,  t h e  r e q u e s t  may be d i r e c t e d  to

M ed ica l  D i r e c t o r  i n  Charge  
Communicable D i s e a s e  C e n t e r  
P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  
605 V o l u n t e e r  B u i l d i n g  
A t l a n t a  8 ,  G e o r g ia

T e lephone  -  CYpress  1681

D ur ing  n o n - o f f i c e  h o u r s  r e q u e s t s  may be communicated to

Dr.  R. A. V e n d e r l e h r , M ed ica l  D i r e c t o r  i n  Charge
1109 F a i r v i e w  Road, N. K.
A t l a n t a ,  G e o rg ia

T e lephone  -  Cftescent  4836

D r .  J .  M. Andrews, Deputy O f f i c e r  i n  Charge 
616 E a s t  Ponce de Leon Avenue 
D e c a t u r ,  G eo rg ia

T e le p h o n e  -  DEarborn 2137 .

Vr.  VV. E. G i l b e r t s o n ,  E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  
731 B e l v e d e r e  C i r c l e ,  X- W.
A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g ia

T e le p h o n e  -  Cherokee  1871

h the Ds


