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SPECIU MOTE 

Informatian contained in thhi repar4 i a  a sumasy 09 data  reported 
to COG by St&e Health Dapartglenta, Epidemic In'telllgenee Ssrvice 
Officers, National Office of Vital Sta t i s t io s ,  colleboreting influenza 
diagnostic laborator ies ,  and c t b r  pertinent aourcss. Much af it is 
preliminary in nature and i s  primarily intended fo r  those involved i n  
influenza coslbrol a c t i v i t i e s ,  X t  is understood that  the contents of these 
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Sporadic cases of influenea-like i l l n e s s  continue t o  be reported 
among ciri.lian gsoupsa Great W f i c u l t y  has been encountered i n  gah- 
i n@ some q u m l l t a a v e  measwe af these cases. School absentee records 
are  current ly not avdlable ,  bccause of the  swmer school recess. F'w- 
t h e  more, s t a t e s  t h a t  maln6ained inf luenza fllisterxLnp posts1! i n  large 
i,ndusLrid concerns a re  presently- no t  jan oparatrian because o f  the  sea- 
son. It  i s  hoped that mtj'thads f o r  estimating cornunity Wluenza  more 
b i d i t y  i n  vasiol~s areas w i l l .  soon be fn operation. 

Further outbreaks o f  i d luenaa - l ike  i l l n e s s  have occurrsd among 
migran% workers from hexi'co i n  NicUgan and Zndima, Asian s t r a i n  
has been eonfimea i n  th6 hichigan outbreak. Influlensa has also ap- 
pleared i n  %wo crowded Pabos camps i n  New Yark d ta t e ,  Ywah episodes 
had psedous ly  bean reported from C d i f o r d a  labor  c a p s .  

An explosiv~!  outbreak of idbuenlra has caused 10 of the  12 schools 
i n  a L o ~ s i m a  Parish t o  be closed. Intensive inves t iga t ion  of the 
s i tua t ion  f s  presently i n  progress, 

Inrpresslona of increased respiratowy l l l n e s s h ~ v e b e e n  nolted from 
Florida, Texas, Roanoke, Virginia md Nmi Orleans, Louisiana, Hospit;al. 
personnel i n  a hospi ta l  located i n  the  last named c i t y  seem t o  have 
becan par t icu lar ly  ec ted, 

Isolat ions of Asian strain have now been reported from seve ra l  
bouth h e r i c a n  countries includjine Chile and Colwnbla. A s i a n  8train 
isozated i n  h i m i ,  F lor ida  had been obtained fmn Chilean a i r l i n e  
 crew^. 

A t  present no extensive inf luenza outbreaks am i n  progress* 
Me~er the le s s~ropor t s  ~i sporadic eases &re increasing, This appears 
t o  be .a r e a l  increase for -this season and not; merely increased a t t en -  
tio;xk t o  Febri le  respiratory disease. 

PO-A , LOmSICMTb, Ta;neIp&xas Parish 

(Reported by D r .  J . D. Martin, Louisiana S %ate Department o f  
~ e a l t h )  

Ten of the 1 2  schools i n  t h i s  middle-ebass rural f 
Pa r i s h  have been closed because of" f e b r i l e  respiratory ill- 
nesses. s m e r  school sessions arie conducted so  t h a t  chi ldren 
can help stsav~iberq picking b the  f dl. Since about July 
31 approdmately 1000 cases have occurred amonl school ck&ldren, 

The toms of Rmond,  Ponchuatoula, dmjte md Independence 
a re  fn this area, 1'70 similar outbreak has so far  been reported 
i n  the adul t  population. 



Qn Au~ust 5,  l3S pat3,esrts soupht admission t o  or  v i s i t e d  
the OPD of %be sn~all Parish hospital .  Sg~mptoms have been mild 
and duration i s  about j days* Laboratory study .of th roa t  wash- 
ings  and bloou specimens i s  present ly i n  progress* 

(~eportecl by Dr , G . M, Agate, and D r .  P, N. Davenport, Wfi.rsrsi.ty 
02 Wiekigan.j 

A bus carrying 66 adult mlpraslt workers from Piexieo arrived 
in PiicNgm on July 27, Bcgindng 2 t o  3 days la.ter 12 were 
s t r icken  with inrFLuenaa, Svptoms included marked pms t ra t ion  
i n  some, chest ar,d back pain and nausea mid vomitinf amone a 
few. Throat washings colPected on July 30 revealed Asian strain 
idlluenza virus. 

10-C. TEXAS Various c i t i e s  -8 

(Reported by. Dr , J I E, Peavy, Texas $tat e DepwMent of Health. ) 

Sporadic cases of inf'luenaa appear to be on the increase. 
Sixty throat washings received a t  the state laboratosy have so 
f a r  yieldeer 5 i so l a t e s  proven to  be Aslan s t r a i n  influenza virus. 

(~epo r t cd  by D r .  A. C, O f f  u t t ,  Indiana State: DepastmenL of 
Health, ) 

sixty- two adul t  ~ g r m t  workers destined f o r  hichigan From 
E~exico IrLdid travelled by bus as  f a r  as Twcliasla, On AupusS h and 
f ;  while in t h c  ares of' Mabash 15 were s u d d ~ n l y  dfec ted  by an 
influenza-like i l l ness .  Apparently one worker had been ill for  
several  days Before hei bomded the bus* The g z o q  was QUFAP 
antined i n  an Armory and necessary medical. care provided, Three 
pat ients  showed nuchal r i ~ i d i t y i  "Qt dtlratrion of smp.toms was only 
about 3 days, Throat waskings and blood specimens have been col- 
lec ted  from bokh s;ympltomait%c a d  asynptomaP;ic proups. 

IO-E, LOUISIMA, Placguemine Parish -- 
( ~ e ~ o r t e d  by D r .  J . D. l iart in,  L o d s i m a  S ta te  Department of 
~ e a l t h . )  

About 75 cases of f eb r i l e  respirelory disease have occurred 
monf 950 fishery workers living i n  2 s e t s  of barraelts, 2;arliest 
cases were noted on August 1, These workers a re  adult males and 
l i v i n g  conditi~ns are somewhat crowded with 30 t o  40 men in each 
barracks area, Appropriate spscimens we present ly under lab- 
oratory study* 



40-F, HEN Y W ,  a g " ~ ~  CofanLy 

(~e~oscted by Brs . R . Ns blbrecht and J . Reitag, New York S%a,%e 
mmment of  EealLbz. ) 

Z&Xuenza-l&e illnesses b v e  Been repartad frw 2 labor c a p e  
in ieatyzlga County. In ane of' 110 pcrgle, 75 were ssPa .t;o have been 
ill, 9even%g of 908 i n  the other were 211, 

These labor emps are made up of banks of" single m a L 1  roams? 
wh%& serve for aleeplw and cooksng, jA family may occupy one or 
*wa 02' Lfrese rows. Outs$& pr iv lee  and id kneter faucet semre sanf-. 
tairy need@. A special c saary ~upp1ies food and akher neeessl- 
%iaa so bl~at  conrt~bct with adJact3nt towaprs*I-e. f s: mizs3tmaI. 

Both emps had bean aceupled f"or about one month prior to the 
~ut;Bre&. Workers p r w r i l y  came frm Florida. 

aEnesses were i l r s t  nz"eed about July 20, --t;h a peak of cases 
about July 30. Aaults appeared t o  be man severtz&y affected .than 
childsen* Pr0~1La"ation and geraiatesn% cough were quite pronounced. 

iag chXL.lct ofLen gieccaapnied, the acute onse%. Tktrast wshiniga 
are presently under l~bboratory study. 

ZIZ l 
60-G. FmXDA M l m i  (seer also CDC MXuenza Reporb No, 43-33) 

(~eported by DF. H O P P ~ F ~ ,  ~ x ~ r i b t  s ta te  of ~ e d t h ,  D*. M. J. 
21&;&1s, lhde County Bealth DepaaYtrmen*, and Wn* M. M. Sigel, Unf- 
versf%y of Miwi r ) 

Asian s6rajin ilsfluenztl vim$ was recovered from sirline drew 
nembers, who 'became ill. on a f l ight  Psan Chile t o  MiamS. The crews 
sgeraZ; &bout Pow days i n  San&iago, Chile, before %he ;f'lfght. Since 
itxPection probably occurred .there, t h i s  regorb adds further weight 
t o  recent notice from Chlle sf2 v i m s  isolates reambling A s i a  
&m3tn. 

(~epor t ed  by D r .  J . D. &rtin, Louisiana Departmeat o f  Eeealth. ) 

Of 60 children who were present a t  e, church wrmp near Polha 
during mild-July, 30 developed. an id'ruenza-l&ie i l lness* Asian 
si-t;mfn inugluenzla v i m s  was i so la ted  from two %hraaL washings ab- 
-tzained Prcan &cuke cases. 

IV, Influenza Vaccine f&omation 

Monovalent in;Fluenza vaccine MXl, be available for civi l ian use begia- 
ning sametime In September. The principle of a vaccine containing e d y  
Astan s-train virus h&s been accepted i n  order to facilitate production and 
ta provide as h r g ~  a VOW as possible for jrranunization. Present require- 
ments call  for an anti~eaie virus mas8 of  2130 CCA unit% per d. The rslfx 



mlsufacturers producing vaccine will aoneentm1;e produetion e f fo r t s  an the  
snonomlent material  * By mnrd-Septakr it is exgected %hat 8 rnf l l i a n  doses 
w i l l  have been selescsed, half  of wbiich i s  @&marked f o r  the  h e &  Fsrcee. 
A productfon ~ a a l  of 60 million doses by Febmary 1, 1958, isr the preeeint 
estimate of sugply potential .  

P;ltEasu@ a polyvalent preparalion eontafning an Asian s t r a i n  of virus 
remains the ideal. vaccine, the above r e c m e a & t i o n  appear8 t o  be a necees- 
stlry and reasonable expedient. Mter one inject ion o f  influenza mccfne, 
~ n t i b o d i e a  a r e  chtectable i n  about 10 &ys. 3f results ass caparable with 
previous in;PLuenza vaccine experience, subsequent prokeotion ;play be wpected 
f o r  the duration 0%" the influenza "~leassn." &tibodies may Be dt;t6;cted i n  a 
s l i g h t l y  greater  number af peraons i P  a second ingeetiova i r s  given 8% a 3-or- 
4-week interval. 

While no Pomal lsystern of  v&ccixat? a-llloca"t;lon 29 presenlly contapla ted ,  
a plan of *unizalion p r i a r i t i ee  has bean sjiuggestad 'by the  Surgeon Generml 
of the Public HealLk Service. A$ vaccine become avallablcs, pr io r i ty  for 
wuaiza"l;oa ~ h w l d ,  be given t o  "those whose services are  hperaLive Par the 
care of the  s i c k ' b a d  t o  essential workers fn %he cmunicaSian,  transpofia- 
tian, and ut i l f t ;y  industr ies .  About 22 million doses w i l l  be m e b d  for 
these groups. It ie; hoped that they w i l l  2"eeegve the e a r l i e s t  supplies. of 
vaccine i n  order do forestall serious irnwirment sf v i t a l  sesvices i n  the 
event of s major influenza epidemic t h i s  Pall. 

Vaccine laanu;l"acturers a re  presently so l i c i t ing  orders f o r  delivery An 
%be near future.  

Several fac't;ors have brigh.t;ened vaccine swpgly p r o s p e ~ t s ~  Vlrueea * 
yielding peatier concent;mtioazs of anefgenic mterfal &re now being used. f o r  
vaccine production. Consequently, a la rger  vcrlme of" vaccine m y  be derived 
frm available eggs and equ ipen t .  Furthemore, it haa been demonstrated that 
possibly a quarter 02' %he presently recornandad cloe% may be adequate for ankl- 
boQ stimulation. 
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& a s s t  8, 1957 

TO : Chief, Gomanicable Disease Center 

FROM : Acting Chief, Epidemiology Brmch 

SUmCT: Epidemic Aid - Influenza-like Sllaeas,  Taggfwoa Parish, 
Loui ;a i ans 

On Tuesday, Auwst 6, D r  r J. I). Martin, EpidemiaLogist, 
Louisiana S ta t e  Degarhent of Wealth, called Lo regor% an e ~ 1 o s l v e  
outbrewk of influenza-like i l l n e s s  i n  Twgip&oa Parish schools. 
Cases were first noted &bout July 31. Within a Few days, 1,0010 chil&en 
were reported absent f r an  twelve schools involved* bt%ack r a t e s  a o n g  
these school children are  estimated t o  be about 50qb. A8 of t h i s  date, 
t e n  schools have been cla~ed becauae of marked, absen+esism* Sy8gLcunra- 
tology is t yp ica l  o f  influenza although wiLh somewha% more vomiting 
than naright be exgected, Zlllzes~ies have been lnild with a dcuratian of 
about three b y $ .  Throat washings and aeute bload specimens have been 
obtained and are present.ly under laboratory study, 

T m g i p a h ~ a  Parish IS in & strawberry growing area a~zd include8 
t h e  towns of Hmond ,  M t e ,  Independence, and Ponchu%buLar School i s  
conducted during the  s m e r  so t h a t  children nay kelp during the  early 
f a31 harve at season. 

Dr. b a l d  ~aare~, EX3 Officer easeiglzed %o the  Laboratory o f  
Dr. John, Fox, llulane University HedicaL SchoaL, a d  Darb Frederick Ll 
Durn, EIS Officer, Influenza S w e l l l a n c e  Unit, reported t o  Br, J. D, 
Martin on August 7 i n  New Orleans* This situuation of fers  a unique 
apportunfty t o  study Influenza i n  school grougs $ lace  it i 8  conceivable 
that such outbreaks m i g h t  o c c w  this fa l l  a s  children return t o  classes* 
An e f f o r t  w i l l  be made "t determine the degree of' lspread QP infection 
to family contacts rand the comunityl 

D. A. Henderson, M e  D. 
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August 8, 1.957 

TO : Chief, Comunicable Disease Center 

FROM : Acting Chief, Epidemiology Brmch 

SUBmCT: Epideaic Aid - Influeaza-like illness, Taagip&oa Pariah, 
L o u i a i a a  

On Tuesday, August 6, Dr. d.  D. Martin, mideleiologist, 
Louisiana S ta t e  Departnsent of' Health, cal led t o  report 851 explosive 
ourtbretzk of influenza-llke i l l n e s s  in Taugipahoa Pariah aclPooLs, 
Cases were first noted about July J l .  Withia a Pew days, I,OOO c3l;lllhp.e~ 
were reported absent from twelve schools Involved. AtG;ack r a t e s  mong 
these sch002 children are  estimated t o  be about 50$, As of t h i s  date, 
Len schools have been cloaed because o f  marked absenteelam. S ~ p t o m a -  
talogy i s  typica l  of influenza although with aomewhat more vonliting 
than might be expected* 13Llnesses have been mild with a dwat ion  o f  
about three  days, Throat washings and acute blood apscimens have been 
obtsined and asa presently under laboratory study. 

Twgipahoa Pexish i s  i n  a strawberry powlng Elsea arad includes 
the toms of Hmond, dmite, Independence, and Ponchutoq.Lc, School f a  
conducted during the sununer so tha t  children may help during the early 
f a l l  harvest seaaon. 

D r .  Donald Carey, EHS Officer assigned t o  the laboratory of 
Drb John Fox, Tulane University Medical Schasl, and D r .  Frederick Le 
Durn, EfS Officer, Influenza, Suwefllmcs Unit, reported to D r .  J. D. 
Martin on Auwst 7 i n  New OrZeans. Th le  si"cat%on offers a unique 
opportunity t o  study Influenza i n  school groups since St i s  eoncelv&ble 
t h a t  such outbreaks might occur t h i s  f a l l  as  children return t o  c lasses .  
An e f f o r t  will be made to determine the degree of spread of in iec t fon  
t a  family contacts and the comwiLyl  

5EE BEWRSE FOR DLSTRIWTION 



Chief, GDC 
- 2 -  
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August 8, 1957 

TO : Chief, ComunfeabZe Disease Center 

FROM : Acting Chief, Epidemiology Braigck 

SUBmCT: Epidemic Aid - Influenza-like i l l ness ,  Taugipahoa Zaarish, 
Lou1 s i m a  

On Tuesday, August 4, Ds, J, D, Eltartin, EpidemioSogist, 
Louisiana Sl;ate DepartmenhoP Healthh, cal led t o  report an explosive 
outbreak o f  influenza-like i l l n e s s  in Tagipezhoa Parish achosls, 
Cases were f i r s t  noted about July 31. Within a few days, 1,800 children 
were reported abeent from twelve schools involvedl Attack rate6 woag 
these school. children are es t iaa ted  t o  be about 50$, A s  of t h i s  date, 
ten echools have been eloaed because OF marked absenteeism. gs$torna- 
tology f s typ ica l  of i r l f  luencs a3,though with sonnev~l~a t more vomitilag 
than might be expected, Illnesses have been mild with a duration of 
about Lhree days. Throat washings and acute blood epecixneas have been 
obtained and are  presently under laboratory study. 

Tlzmzgipahoa Parish f s  In a strawberry growplng a res  a d  includes 
the Loma: of Bmoed,  h i t e ,  Independence, and Poncha"r;uu.l. 5clrt3ol is 
conducted during t h e  G er so t h a t  children may help during the ear ly  
fall harvest season. 

D r .  lkmald Carey, EX3 Officer assigned t o  the laboratory of 
Dr. John Pox, Tulme 'University Medical. School, and Dr. Frederick L. 

EX8 Officer, Influenza Surveillance Unit, reported t o  D r .  J. D. 
Martin on August 7 i n  New Orleans, T h i s  s i tua t ion  offers a ~miquc  
opportunity t o  study influenza in school groups since it 1s coacelvabLa 
t h a t  such outbreaks rnight occur t h i s  f a l l  as children return t o  classes .  
An e f fo r t  xi11 be made t o  determine the degree of spread of infection 
t o  family contacts and the c o m u i t y .  

SEE REWRSE FOR DTSTRINTIQH 
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