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SPRCIAL NOTE

Information contained in this report is a summary of data reported
to CDC by State Health Departments, Epidemic Intelligence Service
Officers, National Office of Vital Statistics, collaborating influenza
diagnostic laboratories, and other pertinent sources. Much of it is
preliminary in nature and is primarily intended for those involved in
influenza control activities. It is understood that the contents of these
reports will not be released to the press, except by the 0ffice of the
Surgeon General, Public Health Service, U. S. Department of Health,
Eddcation, and Welfare. State Health Officers, of course, will judge the
advisability of releasing any information from their own states.
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Summary of Information

Sporadic cases of influenza-like illness continue to be reported
among civilian groups. Great difficulty has been encountered in gain-
ing some quantitative measure of these cases. School absentee records
are currently not avallable because of the surmer school recess. Fur-
thermore, states that maintained influenza "listening posts" in large
industrial concerns are presently not in operation because of the sea~-
son. It is hoped that methods for estimating community influenza mor-
bidity in various areas will soon be in operation.

further outbreaks of influenza-like illness have occurred among
migrant workers from Mexico in Michigan and Indiana. Asian strain
has been confirmed in the Michigan outbreak. Influenza has also ap-
peared in two crowded labor camps in New York otate. Sueh episodes
had previously been reported from California labor camps.

An explosive outbreak of influenza has caused 10 of the 12 schools
in a Loulsiana Parish to be closed. Intensive inwestigation of the
situation is presently in progress, '

Impressions of increased respiratory illnesshave been noted from
Florida, Texas, Roanoke, Virglnla and New Orleans, Louisiana. Hospital
personnel in a hospital located in the last named clty seem to have
been particularly aifected.

1solatlons of Asian strain have now been reported from several
South American countries including Chile and Columbia. Asian strain
isolated in hiaml, Florida had been obtaineu from Chilean airline
Crews. : :

- At present no extensive lnfluenza outbreaks are in Progress.
Nevertheless,reports oif -sporadic cases are increasing. This appears
to be a real increase for this season and not merely increased atten-
tion to febrile respiratory disease.

Epidemic and Case Reports

10-A, LOUISIANA, Tangipahoa Parish

(Reported by Dr. J. D, Martin, Louisiana State Department of
Health)

Ten of the 12 schools in this middle-class rural farm
Parish have been closed because of febrile respiratory ill-
nesses. oummer school sessions are conducted so that children
can help with strawberry picking in the fall. Since about July
31 approximately 1000 cases have occurred among school children.

The towns of Hammond, Ponchuatoula, Amite and Independence
are in this area. Vo similar outbreak has so far been reported
in the adult population,
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On Avgust S, 135 patients sought admission to or visited
the OPD of the small Parish hospital. Symptoms have been mild

- and duration is -about 3 days. Laboratory study of throat wash-

ings and blood specimens is presently in progress.
MICHIGAN, Calhoun County

(Reported by Dr. G. H. Agate, and Dr. I’y M. Davenport, University
" of Michigan.) :

A bus carrying 66 adult migrant workers from Mexico arrived
in Michigan on July 27. Beginning 2 to 3 days later 12 were
stricken with influenza. Symptoms included marked prostration
in some, chest and back pain and nausea and vomiting among a
few, Throat washings collected on July 30 revealed Asian strain
influenza virus. -

TEXAS, Various cities

(Reported by Dr. J. By Peavy, Texas State Department of Health.)

6poraalc casesvof influenza appear to be on the increase.
Sixty throat washings received at the state laboratory have so
far yielded 5 isolates proven to be Asian strain influenza virus.

INDIANA, Wabesh

{Reported by Dr. A. Co Offutt, Indiana State Department of
‘Health.)

sixty-two adult migrant workers destined for Michigan from
liexico had travelled by bus as far as Indiana. On August L and
5 while in the area of Wabash 15 were suddenly affected by an
influenza~like illness. Apparently one worker had been ill for

-several days before he boarded the bus. The grovp was quare

antined in an Armory and necessary medical care provided. Three
patients showed nuchal rigidity but duration of symptoms was only
about 3 days. Throat washings and blood specimens have been col=-
lected from both symptomatic and asymptomatic groups.

LOULSIANA, Plaquemine Parish

(Reported by Dr. J. D. lartin, Louisima State Department of
Health.)

About 75 cases of febrile respiratory disease have occurred
among 950 fishery workers living in 2 sets of barracks. Larliest
cases were noted on August 1. These workers are adult males and
living conditions are somewhat crowded with 30 to LO men in each
barracks area. Appropriate specimens are presently under lab-
oratory studys
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10-F. NEW YORK, Cayugs County

(Reported by Drs. R. M. Albrecht and J. Freitag, New York State
Department of Health.)

Influenza-like illnesses have been reported from 2 labor camps
in Cayugs County. In one of 110 people, 75 were said to bhave been
111, Seventy of 908 in the other were ill.

These labor camps are made up of banks of single small rooms,
which serve for sleeping and coocking. A family may occupy one or
two of these rooms. Outside privies and a water faucet serve sani~
tary needs. A special commissary supplies food and other necessi-
ties so that contact with adjacent townspeople is minimal.

Both camps had been 6ccupied for about one month prior to the
outbreak, Workers primarily ceme from Florida.

Illnesses were first noted about July 20, with s peak of csses
about July 30, Adults appeared to be more severely affected than
children. Prostration and persistent cough were quite pronounced.
Sheking chille often accompanied the acute onset. Throat washings
are presently under laboratory study.. V ,

I11. Progress Reports

10-G. FLORIDA, Miami {See also CDC Influenze Report No. 8-B)

(Reported by Dr. Hoffert, Florida Sﬁafé4Board of Health, Dr. M. J.
Takas, Dade County Health Depertment, and Dr. M. M. Sigel, Uni-
. versity of Miami.) , o : ~

Asian strain influenze virus was recovered from airline crew
members, who became ill on a Tlight from Chile to Miami. The erews
spent about four days in Santiago, Chile, before the flight. Since
infection probably occurred thers, this report adds further weight
to recent notice from Chile of virus isolates resembling Asian
strain. :

10-H., LOUISIANA, Pollack
(Reported by Dr. J. D. Martin, Louisiana Department of Health.)

Of 60 children who were preéenﬁ at & church camp near Follack
during mid-July, 30 developed an influenza-like illness. Asian
strain influenza virus was isolated from two throat washings ob-
tained from acute cases. '

IV, Influenza Vacecine Information

Monovalent influenza vaccine will be availsble for civilian use begin-
ning sometime in September. The principle of a vaccine containing only
Asian strain virus has been accepted in order to facilitate production and
to provide as large & volume as possible for immunization. Present require-
ments call for an antigenic virus mass of 200 CCA units per ml. The six
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manufecturers producing vaccine will concentrate production efforts on the
monovalent material. By mid-September it is expected that 8 million doses
will have been relessed, half of wvhich is earmarked for the Armed Forces.

A production goal of 60 million doses by February 1, 1958, is the present
estimate of supply potential.

Although a polyvalent preparation containing an Asian strain of virus
remains the ideal vaccine, the above recommendation appears to be a neces-
sary and reasonable expedient. After one injection of influenza vaceine,
antibodies are detectable in about 10 days. If results are comparable with
previous influenza vaccine experience; subsequent protection may be expected
for the duration of the influenza "season." Antibodies may be detected in a
slightly greater number of persons if a second injection is given at a 3-or-
Lh.week interval.

While no formal system of vaccine allocation is presently contemplated,
a plan of immunization priorities has been suggested by the Surgeon General
of the Public Health Service. As vaccine beécame available, priority for
immunization should be given to "those whose services are imperative for the
care of the sick” and to essentisl workers in the communication, transporta-
tion, and utllity industries. About 12 million doses will be needed for
these groups. It is hoped that they will receive the earliest supplies of
vacecine in order to forestall serious impsirment of vital services in the
event of a major influenza epidemic this fall.

Vaccine manufacturers are presently soliciting orders for delivery in
the near future.

Several factors have brightened vaccine supply prospects. Viruses
yielding gresater concentrations of antigenic materiasl are now being used for
vaccine production. Consequently, a larger volume of vaccine may be derived
from available eggs and equipment. Furthemrmore, it has been demonstrated that
possibly a quarter of the presently recommended dose may be adequate for anti-
body stimulation.
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FOR ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY . . PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE, BSS, CDC,

NOT FOR PUBLICATION Atlanta, Ca.
EPI~EA-58-10-1
August 8, 1957
TO : Chief, Communicable Disease Center :
FROM : Acting Chief, Epidemiology Branch

SUBJECT: Epldemic Aid - xnfluenza-like illneas, Tangipahoa Parish,
Louisiana , o

On Tuesday, August 6, Dr. J. D. Martin, Epidemiologist,
Louisiana State Department of Health, called to report an explosive
outbreak of influenza-like i1llness in Tangipahoa Parish schools.
Cases were first noted about July 31. Within a few days, 1,000 children
were reported absent from twelve schools involved. Attack rates among
these school children are estimated to be about 50%. As of this date,
ten schools have been closed because of marked absenteeism. Symptome-
tology is typical of influenza although with somewhat more vomiting
than might be expected. Illnesses have been wild with a duration of
about three days. Throat washings and acute blood specimens have been
obtained and ere presently under laboratory study.

Tangipahoa Parish is in a strawberry growing aree and includes
the towns of Hammond, Amite, Independence, and Ponchatoula. School is
conducted during the summer so that children may help during the early
fall harvest season.

Dr. Donald Carey,\EIS Officer‘aseigned to the laboratory of
Dr. John Fox, Tulane University Medical School, and Dr. Frederick L.
Dunn, EIS Officer, Influenza Survelllance Unit, reported to Dr. J. D.
Martin on August 7 in New Orleans. This situation offers a unique
opportunity to study influenza in school groups since it 1s concelvable
that such outbreaks might occur this fall as children return to classes.
An effort will be made to determine the degree of spread of infecticn
to family contacts and the community.

!Qbf! j{pmd;jkdigpyxm
D. A. Henderson, M. D.

SEE REVERSE FOR DISTRISUTION
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FOR ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE, BSS, CDC,

NOT FOR PUBLICATION Atlanta, Ga.
EPI-EA-58~10-1
August 8, 1957
TO ¢ Chief, Communicable Disease Center A
FROM i Acting Chief, Epidemiology Branch

SUBJECT: Epidemic Aid - Influenzaslike illness, Tangipahaa Parish,
Louisiana ; ‘

On Tuesday, August 6, Dr. J. D. Martin, Epidemiologist,
Louisiana State Department of Health, called to report an explosive
cutbreak of influenza-like illness in Tengipahoa Parish schools.

Cases were first noted about July 31. Within a few days, 1,000 children
were reported absent from twelve schools involved. Attack rates among
these school children are estimated to be about 50%. As of this date,
ten schools have been closed because of marked absenteeism. Symptoma-
tology is typical of influenza although with somewhat more vomiting
then might be expected. Illnesses have been mild with a duration of
about three days. Throat washings and acute blood specimens have been
obtained and are presently under laboratory study.

Tangipshoa Parish is in a strawberry growing ares and includes
the towns of Hammond, Amite, Independence, and Ponchatoulaz.  School is
conducted during the summer so that children may help during the early
fall harvest season.

Dr. Donald Carey, EIS Officer assigned to the laboratory of
Dr. John Fox, Tulane University Medical School, and Dr. Frederick L.
Dunn, EIS Officer, Influenza Surveillance Unit, reported to Dr. J. D.
Martin on August 7 in New Orleans. This situation offers s unique
opportunity to study influenza in school groups since it is conceivable
that such ocutbreaks might occur this fall as children return to classes.
An effort will be made to determine the degree of spread of infection
Yo family contacts and the community.

i// //f 2 (—f'”( | VAN
A,

D. Henderbon, M. D.

SEE REVERSE FOR DISTRIBUTION
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FOR ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE, BSS, CIC,

NOT FOR PUBLICATION Atlanta, Ga.
EPI~-EA-58-10-1.
August 8, 1957
70 ¢ Chief, Communicable Disease Center
FROM i Acting Chief, Epidemiology Branch

SUBJECT: Epidemic Aid - Influenze~like illness, Tangipahos Parish,
Louisiana

On Tuesday, August 6, Dr. J. D, Martin, Epidemlologist,
Louisiana Stale Department of Health, called to report an explosive
outbreak of influenza-like illness in Tangipahoa Parish schools.
Cases were first noted about July 31. Within a few days, 1,000 children
were reported absent from twelve schools Involved., Attack rates among
these school children are estimated to be about 50%. As of this date,
ten schools have been closed because of marked absenteeism. Symptoms-
tology is typical of influenza although with somewhat more vomiting
than might be expected. Illnesses have been mild with a duration of
about three days. Throat washings and acute blood specimens have been
obtained and are presently under laboratory study.

Tangipahoa Parish is in a strawberry growing area and includes
the towns of Hemmond, Amite, Independence, and Ponchatoula. School is
conducted during the summer so that children may help during the early
fall harvest season.

Dr. Donsld Carey, EIS Officer assigned to the laboratory of
Dr. John Fox, Tulane University Medical School, and Dr. Frederick L.
Dunn, EIS Officer, Influenza Surveillance Unit, reported to Dr. J. D.
Martin on August 7 in New Orleans. This situation offers a unique
opportunity to study influenza in school groups since it 1s conceivable
that such outbreeks might occur this fall as children return to classes.
An effort will be made to determine the degree of spread of infection
to famlily contacts and the community.

L / { o e goane
D. A. Henderson, M. D,

SEE REVERSE FOR DISTRIBUTION
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