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To the Editor:

On behalf of fellow contributors to the journal, we would
like to thank you for choosing Appalachian health as the
theme for the October 2006 issue of Preventing Chronic
Disease. We appreciate your willingness to call attention to
this persistent disparity in chronic disease, including can-
cer. This health disparity is unlike any other because it is
defined by geography and interwoven with culture, socioe-
conomic position, and stereotypical image. In particular,
we appreciate the professionalism your staff used in
addressing this topic and in editing this issue throughout
its full development.

We were particularly saddened to hear of the recent and
sudden death of Barbara A. Mortimer, PhD, who worked
tirelessly on the Appalachian issue. From our perspectives
as authors and investigators, her professionalism made
our job much easier. She not only added clarity to our writ-
ing but also helped bring much-needed attention to this
important health disparity. She will be missed.
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