
97. ----------­
CHALLENGES IN DESIGNING A VENTI-
LATION SYSTEM FOR UPSET CONDI­
TIONS. F. Boelter, C. Schweiger, J . Ruhl, 
Boelter & Yates, Inc. , Park Ridge, IL 

A ventilation system was desired to control 
human comfort related to dust and heat in a 
chemical plant. During the initial evaluation, 
furfural vapors as well as dust and heat were 
evident. Initial estimates called for 250,000 
cfm of local and general exhaust ventilation to 
meet the original objectives. However, the 
greatest return in employee protection was to 
focus on dust and heat control on the 2nd floor 
and to focus on the control of vapors in the 
basement. Employees were observed entering 
the basement while wearing an organic car­
tridge, full-face respirator. SCBAs were avail­
able for use during upset conditions; however, 
they were not used. The typical 1,000 gallon 
spill during an upset was composed not just of 
furfural but also of methanol, acetaldehyde, 
acetone and isobutyraldehyde. The sumps 
could return the majority of the spilled volume 
back to process lines within 15 minutes. 
However, the approximately IO gallons of 
residual would evaporate and the area would 
need ventilation. Further, it was determined 
that acetaldehyde and not furfural would drive 
the ventilation design criteria. A dual stage 
20,000 cfm ventilation system was designed 
which would operate in a step mode. Half the 
volume of exhaust would be drawn continu­
ously during nonnal operations and respirators 
would not be needed . During an upset condi­
tion, the exhaust volume would automatically 
step up and thus meet the protection factor 
necessary if full-face respirators were used. In 
order to have this system be effective, process 
changes were also necessary. Therefore, rea­
sonable process changes along with a reason­
able ventilation system and a limited condition 
respiratory protection program were utilized to 
address an exposure condition unanticipated 
by the original objectives. 

98. ----------­
REAL-TIME HVAC FILTER EFFICIEN-
CY TESTING USING OPTICAL PARTI­
CLE COUNTERS. S. Berardinelli, S. Fotta, 
J. Hayes, E. Moyer, NIOSH, Morgantown, 
WV 

The National Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health (NIOSH) has undertaken a 
long-tenn performance test of heating, ventila­
tion, and air-conditioning (HVAC) system fil­
ters. This testing is being conducted at the 
NIOSH facility in Morgantown, WV in an air 
handling unit (AHU) that services the animal 
quarters. The filtration needs of animal quar­
ters are similar to that of a medical facility due 
to presence of immune compromised animals. 
The medium efficiency bag filters in this AHU 
have been replaced with higher efficiency 
mini-pleat V-Bank™ filters and have been 
monitored monthly for filtration efficiency 
since they were installed. This study required 
the development of a method to determine the 
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actual HVAC filtration efficiency using optical 
particle counters while the system was in oper­
ation. Grimm aerosol monitors with isokinetic 
sampling inlets were used to collect particle 
counts in 15 different particle size ranges from 
0.30 um to 20 um. The challenge aerosol was 
the ambient particulate within the HVAC sys­
tem. Instruments are placed upstream and 
downstream of the filter bank and data were 
collected over Se days. From these data, filtra­
tion efficiency was determined for submicron 
to supermicron particles averaged over the 
sampling period. The results indicated the 
medium efficiency bag filters were 25% effi­
cient for 0.35 um diameter particles, 28% effi­
cient for 0.45 um particles, and 30% efficient 
for 0.57 um particles. The new V-Bank™ fi]. 
ters were 70% efficient for 0.35 um particles, 
74% efficient for 0.45 um particles, and 81 % 
efficient for 0.57 um particles. The V-Bank™ 
filters have provided superior filtration in the 
submicron range (for particles less than 1 um) 
over that of the previous filters and have main­
tained this level of efficiency during our study. 

99. ----------
A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF VARIOUS 
COMPUTATIONAL FLIDD DYNAMICS 
MODELS FOR THE ASSESSMENT OF 
BREATJilNG ZONE SIZE. J. Richmond­
Bryant, M. Flynn, University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC 

The majority of industrial hygiene studies 
incorporating computational fluid dynamics 
use the standard k-s model with little explana­
tion for model choice. In this study, five com­
putational fluid dynamics models were com­
pared with experimental data for their ability to 
reproduce the size of the breathing zone, 
defined bere as the time-averaged two-dimen­
sional recirculation zone formed downstream 
of the body in a uniform flow induced by a 
hood. This definition for breathing zone was 
applied because the time-averaged flow stream­
lines in the recirculation zone circulate along 
the centerline towards the body. A two-dimen­
sional circular cylinder was used to represent 
the body. For comparative purposes, all quanti­
ties considered were normalized by the diame­
ter of the body. Results from four turbulence 
models (standard k-s, extended k-s, renormal­
ized group k-s, and anisotropic k-s) and one 
vortex model were compared with experimen­
tal data acquired at Re = 5,232. Key features of 
the breathing zone, such as centerline length 
and angle of separation from the body were 
used for comparison between the models and 
the experimental data. For normalized center­
line length, three of the four k-s models (stan­
dard, extended, and renormalized group) fell 
within the confidence bound measured experi­
mentally, [1.59,2.42]. For the vortex method, 
convergence with respect to breathing zone 
length could not be proven; therefore, no com­
parison could be drawn with the experimental 
data. All of the k-E models predicted separation 
angles ranging from 120°-130°; hence, the k-s 
models underpredicted the normalized breath-

ing zone width by 12-23%. The vortex method 
predicted the wake width with negligible error; 
however, unless convergence is attained with 
respect to the breathing zone length, this find­
ing is preliminary. It is important to point out 
that the behavior discussed for each model 
refers only to the flow analyzed here, and not 
necessarily for airflow with different turbulence 
properties. 

100. ---------­
FILTER EFFICIENCY OF SELECTED 
HVAC FILTERS. E. Moyer, M. Commodore, 
J. Hayes, S. Fotta, NIOSH, Morgantown, WV 

Air quality begins with good engineering 
controls in the air handling system (HVAC 
system). For particulate matter this involves 
having an air handler containing filters which 
remove the majority of particulate matter from 
the incoming ambient air. The National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH) has conducted a study of various bag 
filters used in its air handler to determine the 
filtration efficiency of these filters against sub­
micrometer particles (0.03-0.4 micrometers) 
because this is in the most penetrating size 
range for these filters. Experimental aerosol 
penetration data shows that an extremely large 
range of filter efficiency exists. Aerosol pene­
tration through new filters ranged from less 
than one percent to greater than ten percent 
were observed. The values depend on flow 
rate, surface area of the media, challenge agent 
particle size, and challenge agent state (liquid 
or solid). Filters which were removed from the 
filter bank were also tested to determine the 
effect of routine inlet air exposure. The filter 
efficiency of the exposed filters (9 months of 
use) showed that the six chamber filters had 
penetrations of from 40% to 60% as compared 
to the control which had less than 1.5% pene­
tration. Similarly the twelve chamber filters 
had penetrations ranging from 25% to 50% 
when compared to the control filters penetra­
tions of less than 3.0% penetration. As expect­
ed there was a shift in most penetrating aerosol 
particle size toward the larger size range which 
is an extreme disadvantage for filters 
employed in this application. Both mechanical 
and electrostatic filters are used in this applica­
tion. The filtration mechanisms of the various 
filters tested were evaluated to ascertain the 
cause of this phenomenon. The electrostatic 
filters are showing a significant reduction in 
filter performance over the expected service 
lifetime of the filters. 

101. ---------­
REDUCED-SCALE MODELING OF A 
FREESTANDING EXHAUST HOOD. K. 
Mead, NIOSH, Cincinnati, OH; D. Johnson, 
N. Esmen, M . Phillips, University of 
Oklahoma, Oklahoma City, OK 

Local exhaust ventilation (LEV) design 
equations do not normally account for worker 
presence, varying cross-drafts, or turbulence. 
In recognition, the American Society of 
Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning 
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1. 
. RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN WORK 
EXPOSURE AND RESPIRATORY OUT­
COMES IN POULTRY WORKERS. 
S. Kirychuk, J. Dosman, P. Willson, L. 
Dwernychuk, University of Saskatchewan, 
Saskatoon, SK, Canada; J. Feddes, A. 
Senthilselvan, C. Ouellette, University of 
Alberta, Edmonton, AB, Canada 

A pilot study was conducted on 74 poultry 
barn workers in Western Canada during the 
winters of 1998-2000. General respiratory 
health, current, chronic and work related respi­
ratory symptoms; general work duties, and 
work-site factors were ascertained, pre-expo­
sure, by questionnaire. Personal airborne expo­
sure levels and changes in symptoms and lung 
function were measured across the work-shift 
for all workers. Workers were classified 
according to the type of poultry operation 
(floor based, n=53; cage based, n=l3) in 
which they worked. There was no significant 
difference in daily hours spent in the barn 
between those who worked with caged poultry 
(5.41±2.35 hours) and those who worked with 
floor-based poultry (4.42±2.48 hours). Age of 
birds was 47.10±58.36 days for floor based 
versus 155.91±63.01 days for cage based facil-, 
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ities. There were no significant differences in 
personal environmental measurements between 
cage-based and floor-based facilities (ammonia 
13.22±13.70 ppm, 17.34±16.35 ppm; total dust 
5.74±4.85mg/m3, 10.01 ±8.84 mg/m3; endo­
toxin 6046±6089 EU/m3, 5457±5934 EUfm3 
respectively). There were no significant differ­
ences in across work-shift change in pul­
monary function indices between workers 
from cage and floor-based operations. For the 
entire sample total dust dose (work hours/day 
x total dust) significantly correlated with 
across-shift change in FEY 1, whereas endotox­
in dose and ammonia dose did not. Stocking 
density was significantly correlated with aver­
age ammonia (ppm, p=0.002) and ammonia 
dose (ppm x work hours/day; p=0.004) in floor 
based operations and with total dust (parti­
cles/ml, p=0.002) in cage based populations. 
Stocking density was also significantly corre­
lated with chronic cough (p=0.003) and across 
work-shift cough (p=0.05) and chest tightness 
(p=0.06) for workers from floor based opera­
tions; and with phlegm when working 
(p=0.018) and chest tightness across the work­
shift (p=0.004) for workers from cage based 
operations. Type of poultry production opera­
tion and therefore type of work exposures 
appear to significantly impact symptoms expe­
rienced by workers exposed to these 
atmospheres. 

2000909 

2. 
DUST GENERATION SYSTEM FOR 
AGRICULTURAL SOIL DUST. K. Lee, R. 
Domingo-Neumann, R. Southard, UC Davis, 
Davis, CA 

Agricultural workers are prone to exposure 
to mixed dust of inorganic and organic com­
pounds. Diverse working conditions and oper­
ations in agriculture make direct measurements 
of the mixed dust exposure difficult. This 
study was conducted to develop a new dust 
generation system to determine possible expo­
sure potency indicators of soil samples. The 
dust generator consists of a blower, a rotating 
chamber and a settling chamber. The rotating 
chamber has inner baffles to provide sufficient 
agitation of the samples while the chamber is 
rotating. A blower provides air into the rotat­
ing chamber, and the suspended dust is moved 
to the settling chamber through a perforated 
pipe. A small fan inside the settling chamber 
helps maintain suspension of the dust. Various 
size fractions of dust are sampled on filters 
suspended in the chamber via outlet ports and 
attached pumps. Air pressure is released 
through a filter plate mounted on the wall of 
the settling chamber. Various operating condi­
tions were evaluated: air intake from blower, 
speed of rotation, soil mass and sampling time. 
To evaluate the characteristics of dust from the 
system, we collected dust samples from agri­
cultural fields while the soil was prepared for 
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