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Session 248 
Number: 

Session Title: 2005 Tsunami in Southeast Asia: Occupational Health and Safety Response to an 
Unprecedented Multinational Disaster 

Session Type: Roundtable 

Session Start: 5/23/2005 2:00:00 PM 

Session End: 5/23/2005 5:30:00 PM 

Location: Hilton Anaheim California C 

Description: LATE BREAKING SESSION 

In the aftermath of the December 2004 tsunami in Asia, significant occupational 
health and safety issues emerged that required urgent attention. Several groups were 
deployed either in rapid assessment or coordinating teams to evaluate occupational 
hazards and safety risks in the affected regions. Through their technical capacity and 
staff support, they were able to make significant impact on identified problems, as 
well as partner with international groups and agencies, trade associations, and 
workers' and employers' organizations. This roundtable will describe efforts 
undertaken to identify pressing occupational health and safety concerns in the midst 
of this calamity and innovative methods that provided direct assistance to those in 
need. Roundtable participants will discuss field experiences. This session will 
provide a framework to enhance the ability of the occupational safety and health 
community to work more closely in future events. 

Presentations: r Max Kiefer -- Arranger 

C Max Kiefer -- Moderator 

C John P. Springston -- Monitor 

C Georgi Popov -- Monitor 

r Vilmarie Rodriguez -- Monitor 

r Stephen J. Reynolds -- AIHA International Affairs Committee Response to the Tsunami 
L Michael G. Gressel -- Engineering Evaluations of Healthcare Facilities in Banda Aceh 

Following the Earthquake and Tsunami Part 1 
r: N. Kumar Kittusamy -- Engineering Evaluations of Healthcare Facilities in Banda Aceh 

Following the Earthquake and Tsunami Part 2 
C Bruce Bernard -- The Occ/Env Emergency Operations Team: Co-Ordination. Activation. 

and Initiation in Response to the Tsunami 
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C J. Spahr -- "Operation PPE" -An Indonesian Worker Success Story. 
C Eric Esswein -- NIOSH OEH&S Response Following a Tide of Destruction: The Wat Yan 

Yao Mortuary and Phuket 
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