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Bottom Line…….Bottom LineBottom Line………….. Don’t Throw the Baby Out!!DonDon’’t Throw the Baby Out!!t Throw the Baby Out!!

(*with the bathwater)
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rest, pain avoidance

sex, activity, exploration
manipulation, novelty

safety, security, protection

love
belonging
closeness

Top levels:  esteem, self-esteem,
self-actualization
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• 5,000 foodborne illness 
deaths?

• 75 million foodborne
illnesses?

• 850 ag workplace fatalities?
• 140,000 non-fatal ag 

injuries?
• Tornadoes
• Ice storms
• Terror
• Etc.
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A couple reminders….A couple remindersA couple reminders……..

• Risk assessment 101
• Risk has two components

1. Probability
2. Severity
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S risk of stolen anhydrous
ammonia for a meth lab

risk of someone intentionally
contaminating a dairy’s bulk tank
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Food Systems
Security Workplace Safety

& Health

Food Systems
Security

Workplace Safety & 
Health

Product ContaminationProduct ContaminationProduct Contamination Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Consumption 
Late 70’s to Late 90’s
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Lettuce Processing
(lettuce photos and content courtesy of Dr. Ted Labuzza, U of MN)

Lettuce ProcessingLettuce Processing
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Harvested and packaged as 
individual heads of lettuce or sent off 
to processing for bagged salads

Packed product is moved 
from field to a 
cooling/shipping facility

Lettuce ProcessingLettuce ProcessingLettuce Processing
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Lettuce Orders January 7 -11Lettuce Orders January 7 Lettuce Orders January 7 --1111

Goes to > 500 stores

Time to EventTime to EventTime to Event

# or 
symptoms

To DC To Home

To Supermarket 
or broker

0             2    3            5        10    12       15   2 0

Days                    

1st symptoms

CDC-FDA Acts

Visit doctor
Hospitalization

Intentional Introduction of Animal or 
Plant Disease Agent
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• Could be crippling to 
entire economy.

• UK foot and mouth 
disease outbreak --
$12.5 billion.

• CA Department of 
Agriculture estimates 
the impact would be 
at least that great in 
the U.S.

• Could be crippling to 
entire economy.

• UK foot and mouth 
disease outbreak --
$12.5 billion.

• CA Department of 
Agriculture estimates 
the impact would be 
at least that great in 
the U.S.

Use of an Ag Input Product or 
Technology
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• Recall T. McVeigh and 
ammonium nitrate

• Organophosphates 
originally developed for 
war-time use

• Many of our technologies 
are used to disperse 
products/chemicals 
evenly
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Threats - The “Who” QuestionThreats Threats -- The The ““WhoWho”” QuestionQuestion

• al Qaeda?
• Local activists
• Others with an agenda
• Unhappy workers
• Vandals/thieves
• The food industry 

needs to be realistic in 
their assessment

• al Qaeda?
• Local activists
• Others with an agenda
• Unhappy workers
• Vandals/thieves
• The food industry 

needs to be realistic in 
their assessment

 

Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh 



John M. Shutske

Page 5Main web page: safety.coafes.umn.edu
E-mail:  shutske@umn.edu

Take Home Points to ConsiderTake Home Points to ConsiderTake Home Points to Consider

• We have a limited “opportunity” and 
access to public mindspace in the 
areas in which we work.

• Partnerships are important.
• Many of the areas of concern have 

significant overlaps.
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