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I Abstract: This presentation will describe the results of an evaluation of four hearing loss prevention 

programs, two for grade 4 and two for grade 7. Within each grade level, one basic and one comprehensive program were developed. 

The basi~ program included hearing evaluations, a brief individual consultation, and easy access to a supply of hearing protectors 

(grade 7 only). The comprehensive program added classroom presentations, take-home activities/ materials, and booster interventions . 

Participants in basic and comprehensive programs (N = 309) were compared with responses with a reference group of approximately 

600 students from other school districts in which no program was administered. Outcomes, measured 9 to 12 months after the start 

of the intervention, included changes in hearing status, self-reported exposure frequency, knowledge, health beliefs, and intentions 

regarding hearing loss prevention. No significant differences in hearing sensitivity were observed across the basic and comprehensive 

treatment groups. At both grade levels, both treatment groups showed better outcomes (re: health beliefs and intentions) than the 
reference group. The comprehensive treatment showed better belief and intention outcomes than the basic treatment group in grade 

7 only. We concluded that basic hearing loss prevention programs provide superior outcomes to no systematic hearing loss prevention 
education, and that benefits from comprehensive hearing loss prevention education were observable within the 7th grade group 9 to 12 

months following the start of the intervention. Research supported by NIOSH (R21 OH07707). 
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Abst_rac :-.1h-.....:_ effects of loud no~~~r .on' hearing have been a primary area of focus for the National 
Institute on DeafJ:!,ess and Q.dief Communication Disorders (NIDCD) since its beginning in 1988. 

J In 1990, the ·N1DC_~ :co,1 'part in an NIH consensus conference on noise and hearing loss which, in 
~= .... ---..i...,;· part, recomme3de1f the~eed-.fQ_r education programs beginning with school-age children to prevent 

hearing loss caused by noise. Shortly the: ~;ifte(, NIDCD d'evelczydi'a11_:!ucational guide and video for teachers in grades 3 through 6 
to teach children about the importav.ce·'of protecting their heari~ IQ 1998-,.._a NIHL conference was held, sponsored by the NIDCD, 

the National Institute ofEnv_irori.i{;ental Health Sciences (NIEHS), NIO-SH~--tbe private sector. As a result of the conference, the - "' WISE EARS! prograll],.Wa5 born and for almost seven years, a coalition of nearly~i'rtn~ganizations disseminated information 

materials to r5Yul5fic and health professionals. An evaluation of the WISE EARS--!-e~S'aJ:!_~ recommendations for the best 

communication strategies for the future will be presented. ........... .. _ 
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Hearing can last a lifetime! 
NIDCD· 
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