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INTRODUCTION 

In "Public Health as Social Justice," Beauchamp [I] wrote that the task of 
public health should be to control "the hazards of this world to prevent 
death and disability through organized collective action ... . " 

Occupational safety and health is a proud component of this broader 
mission of public health. It has been the arena of both brilliant discoveries 
on the etiology of disease and dramatic actions to prevent or ameliorate 
the unwanted effects. In the process, occupational safety and health has 
blazed fundamentally important paths toward social justice. 

A PUBLIC HEALTH PERSPECTIVE ON MINING 

I have come to the field of occupational health late in a career principally 
devoted to the control of infectious · diseases and community environmental 
problems. In the following paragraphs, I will examine the familiar territory 
of public health as a whole, then focus on the problems of mining against 
the larger background. 

THE FIRST EPIDEMIOLOGICAL REVOLUTION 

Through enlightened collective action, public health practice has produced 
a dramatic change in American health status in the last 50 years. Called 
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