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Introduction

Robert Wallace, M.D.

Qur next speaker is Dr. John Kammermeyer from the Division of Allergy

and Immunology of Iowa's Department of Medicine. He'll discuss some of
the respiratory problems in agriculture.
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Certainly the data presented deals with statistical associations only.
It is hoped these associations will point to areas where more definitive
studies can be conducted in order to truly delineate those health situations

that involve the veterinary profession.
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B. From animals (such &s draft animals, cattle, pigs, sheep,
goats, birds and rodents).

I. Infectious diseases.
II. Parasitic diseases.
III. Animal excreta as source.
a. Toxic gases (e.g. hydrogen, sulfide, ammonia).
b. Infectious microorganisms.

Ce Chemicals

I. Pesticides
a. Insecticides
b. Rodenticides (and other wild animal poisons).
II. Other chemicals (such as fertilizers, herbicides
and soil sterilants).

D. Accidents (trauma)

I. farm machines and vehicles.
II. Uneven terrain.
ITI. Barn hazards.

3+ Medical care/health care/medical care delivery
A. Rural residents (isolation).

B. Migrant farm workers (poverty and isolation).

We first talked about rural life and farm work, distinguishing between
the two. There apparently is a special hazard in Jjust living in rural areas.
Farm work, considered separately, has special hazards. Mr. Knapp told us
the size of the problem. It is large, indeed.

The special hazards we discussed can be divided into those caused by
vegetation and those caused by animals. Arising from vegetation are the
poisons that are produced in the vegetation itself. An example is rhus
toxicodendron, capable of producing poison ivy. Pollen, and other aerosols,
as well as particulates, which come from vegetation and the storage of vegetation
can be harmful. Storage of vegetation can lead to the production of nitrogen
oxides, a severe poison when inhaled. Microorganisms often grow in such

vegetation kept in storage. Many of these can indeed be troublesome to man.

The second group of hazards are the farm animals. From the animals the
farmer is exposed to infectious diseases and the helminths. The excreta from
the animals may induce infections and the gases arising from the excreta may

make people ill.
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