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Workers’ Memorial Day —
April 28, 2008

Workers’” Memorial Day, observed each year on
April 28, was established to recognize workers who died
or were injured on the job. In 2006, 5,840 workers in
the United States died from injuries sustained at work
(1); an estimated 49,000 annual deaths have been
attributed to work-related diseases (2). In 2006, an
estimated 4.1 million private-sector workers had a non-
fatal work-related injury or illness; approximately half
of these workers required a job transfer, work restric-
tions, or time away from their jobs (3). An estimated
3.4 million workers were treated in emergency depart-
ments in 2004 because of occupational injuries, and
approximately 80,000 were hospitalized (4). In 2005,
workers’ compensation costs for employers totaled an
estimated $89 billion (5).

Additional information on workplace safety and
health is available from CDC at http://www.cdc.gov/
niosh. Information also is available by telephone,

800-CDC-INFO (800-232-4636).
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Commercial Fishing Fatalities —
California, Oregon, and
Washington, 2000-2006

During 2000-20006, commercial fishing was one of the
most dangerous occupations in the United States, with an
average annual fatality rate of 115 deaths per 100,000 fish-
ermen. By contrast, the average annual occupational fatal-
ity rate among all U.S. workers during the same period was
four deaths per 100,000 workers (7). During the 1990s,
safety interventions in Alaska fisheries were followed by
declines in that state’s commercial fishing fatality rates (2).
To assess the need for similar safety improvements in the
other three Pacific Coast states, CDC analyzed data on com-
mercial fishing fatalities from California, Oregon, and Wash-
ington during 2000-2006. The results of that analysis
indicated that the three states combined had an average
annual commercial fishing fatality rate of 238 deaths per
100,000 full-time equivalent (FTE) fishermen, approxi-
mately double the fishing fatality rate nationwide during
the same period. CDC also determined that safety equip-
ment (e.g., immersion suits or life rafts) had not been used
adequately in these fatal events, and that the Northwest
Dungeness crab fishery had the highest fatality rate of any
fishery located off the coasts of California, Oregon, and
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